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actually is, you can read about them in the rule book, assuming you haven’t lost it like I have. 
 
Vol. 72 December 2002 - January 2003 No. 8

 
President Dave Watson 981 7929 Club Captain Adrian Busby 383 4046 
Vice President John Henson 342 3311 Trip Organiser (day) Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
Vice President Andrew Turton 332 8275  (weekend) Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Secretary Michele McKnight 388 7975 Hut Convenor Rex Vink 352 5327 
Treasurer Nellie Vink 332 5879 Gear Custodian Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Editor Alastair Brown 343 5111 New Members Alice Yung 382 3988 
Social Convenor Alan Ross 384 6425  Joanne Boereboom 342 5590 

 
The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages and runs tramping trips 
every weekend ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instruction courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $32 member, $38 couple, $16 junior or associate. 
 
EQUIPMENT HIRE: The Club has a range of equipment (tents, ice axes, crampons, harnesses, 
large and small weekend pack, billies and a mountain radio) for hire to members at reasonable 
rates.  Contact Gear Custodian, Bernard Parawa 981 4931.  Note: Club gear assigned to you to 
carry on a trip is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
 
Our CLUB HUT in the Arthur’s Pass township has the comforts of home but with the mountains 
at the back door.  Even better now with inside flushing loos, and soon to be improved showers.  
A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book before 
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available and no overcrowding.  For keys and bookings 
phone Rex Vink 352 5327; or if he’s away, John Henson 342 3311; or if they’re both away, Dave 
Watson 981 7929 (or pager 026 252 3284).  Hut fees are $6 member, $6 member’s partner, $12 
non member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell 
Rex when you get back. 
 
SOCIAL SCENE: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre 
(Watling Lounge) Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384 6425. 
 
TRIPS: Unless otherwise stated, trips depart outside Shell Carlton Corner Service Station (see 
page 2 for details).  Day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on Fridays.  
If you have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser 
(listed at top of the page). 
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Notices 
 

DEPARTURE VENUE: Trips depart from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station, 1 Papanui Road, 
between Burger King (who said Elvis was dead) and Liquor Land (opposite Derby Street).  If you 
aren't taking your car on the trip, you will have to park on one of the nearby side streets, as you 
may come back to a wheel clamp, or have had your car towed!  If you are taking your car we 
would like to encourage you to refuel at Shell Carlton, as they have been kind enough to hold 
onto our trip lists.  LEADERS: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' 
toolbox) and post the trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station 
has a key to open the box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: If you would like to receive your newsletter and general news by 
e-mail, please let Linda Lilburne know at LilburneL@LandcareResearch.co.nz.  

CTC STICKERS: The club has had some Christchurch Tramping Club stickers printed for 
members to stick in hut books when they visit one.  Contact Sandi Keenan 981 9583 if you 
would like some. 

ROCK CLIMBING COURSES: Learn to climb safely and confidently with professional instructors 
– all abilities catered for.  Private classes can be arranged.  Discount to CTC members.  Phone 
Cliff at Vertical Ventures 332 8571. 

MEMBERSHIP DATABASE: We try to keep the club membership database up-to-date, so if you 
know of any updates, errors or omissions, give Rex a ring on 352 5327, and help us get it right. 

CLOSURE OF MUELLER HUT: The Mueller Hut is being rebuilt during most of December. 
Contact DOC for more information. 

NEW MEMBERS: This month we welcome Mark Hurst, Jennifer Keys, Terry Leonard, Jonathon 
Davies and Ben Haughton. 

FOR SALE: Macpac/Wilderness mountaineering/tramping style jacket, Reflex breathable 
material.  Foldaway hood, front zip pockets.  Size large Cobalt blue with black.  As new worn 
once, replacement over $400, sell $300.  Phone James 358 3224 

CLIMBING NIGHTS: Adrian Busby 383 4046 is continuing his famous weekly rock climbing 
nights, starting on Tuesday 5 November.  The location changes every week, for a bit of variety, 
and the Calendar of Trips and Social Events has details below. 

FLATMATE WANTED: Not too flat, must have IQ greater than George W. (according to The 
Press, 91, ed.)... Philip and Carl are looking for a flatmate in Hornby, 15 minutes closer to the 
mountains than living in the city. Medium sized room, $200 per month + expenses.  Phone 
349 3670. 

FOR SALE: Macpac Névé sleeping bag. Good condition. This is the model with the slot in the 
base for your sleeping mat.  3 seasons model. Contact David Henson 942 3954. 

SITUATION VACANT: Our beloved Treasurer is resigning after many years of faithful service, so 
we need a new treasurer for the 2003 committee.  So if you are of mostly reputable character, 
know the difference between a debit and a credit and want to give us a hand, the committee 
would love to hear from you. 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Thursday 28 November Club Night 
This time! Pick the baby photo and newsletter folding night.  We will have a line up of baby 
photos of your committee.  Your mission will be to correctly name all the babies from the choices 
presented.  A major prize will be presented to the most accurate person.  Will be fun! 
 

Weekend 30 November and 1 December Leader: Alastair Brown (Freddie) 343 5111 
MT SEALY: A grade 1 climb, accessed from the Mueller Hut and the 
Annette Plateau.  Almost behind the Hermitage, it gives great views 
of the upper Mueller, Mt Sefton and Mt Cook.  Ice axe, crampons and 
climbing equipment essential. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: H36 
 Approx: $45 
List closes: 21 November 

 

Tuesday 3 December Climbing Night 
HUNTSBURY CRAG: At the top of Huntsbury Avenue. 
 

Thursday 5 December Club Night 
BBQ night - do not go to the clubrooms!  This is the night of the Annual Christmas Barbecue.  
Meeting from 6pm at Findlay picnic area 3 (near the walnut trees) at the Halswell Quarry.  BYO 
friends, family, food, sports gear, water pistols and chairs.  Gas BBQ's will be organised.  This is 
always a fun evening and a good social time.  See you there. 
 

Saturday 7 December Leader: Craig Beere 355 7313 
CRATER RIM WALKWAY: Craig will be starting from The Sign of the 
Kiwi and walking this lovely track to the left.  Great view of both 
Lyttleton and Christchurch to enjoy on this pleasant day walk. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M36 M37 
 Approx: $0 
List Closes: 5 December 

 

Weekend 7 and 8 December Leader: Dave Henson 942 3954 
MCKENZIE STREAM: This stream flows into the Hurunui opposite 
the Hot Pools.  The hut has recently been saved from demolition or 
removal and we plan to re-cut the track while visiting this attractive 
valley.  We will 4 wheel Drive into the Hurunui valley.  Bring loppers, 
saws, etc. 

 Grade: Moderate/Work 
 Map: L32 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 28 November 

 

Sunday 8 December Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929 
MT TORLESSE: That nice big hill in the Porters Pass area.  Walk 
along the grassy flats for a while then climb up and up to the top.  
Fun to be had going down the scree slope. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 L35 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 5 December 

 

Tuesday 10 December Climbing Night 
CASTLE ROCK 
 

Thursday 12 December Club Night 
Aarn Tate will take us on a 3 month traverse of the Southern Alps with poems and slides.  Aarn 
will also discuss some new principles of loading weight on the human body resulting a radical 
pack design. 
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Weekend 14 and 15 December Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
WAIMAKARIRI COL: An ice axe will be required for this classic trip 
in the Arthur's Pass area.  This trip follows the Waimakariri to its head 
before crossing the high but relatively easy Col and descending into 
the head of the Rolleston River.  Saturday night will be at Waimakariri 
falls hut.  Sunday is a longish 8+ hour day. 

 Grade: Moderate/Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 5 December 

 

Sunday 15 December Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
MT WINTERSLOW: A hill with a view of the Old man range and all 
the way down to Mt Cook (if the weather is right).  Climb a shoulder 
to a prominent spur then along a nice broad ridge to the top and back 
down the same way. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 12 December 

 

Tuesday 17 December Climbing Night 
GIBRALTAR ROCK: Just past the Radar dome between Dyers and Gebbies passes. 
 

Thursday 19 December Club Night 
Pot luck and social.  Its the last Club night of 2002.  Bring a plate of food for at least 3, your own 
liquid to drink, plate to eat off and eating irons.  Arrive after 6pm and plan to eat at 6:30.  This is a 
great social time with lots of time to catch up with friends.  One of the social highlights of the 
year, see you there. 
 

Saturday 21 December Leader: Dave Henson 942 3954 
BENMORE: Another try at this trip, hopefully with better weather than 
the last time.  This is a moderate trip with a bit of a climb to it. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 19 December 

 

Weekend 21 and 22 December Leader: Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
ARTHUR'S PASS BASE CAMP: A chance to unwind in the beautiful 
area around Arthur's Pass before Christmas.  Sandi will lead a trip to 
the club hut just before the holiday season.  There are trips for all 
grades available. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 12 December 

 

Sunday 22 December Leader: Don Carnielo 338 9865 
RABBIT HILL: A nice walk in the Porters Pass area.  A gentle climb 
up the other side of the pass to the top and down the side and along 
some grassy flats back to the cars. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 19 December 

 

Thursday 19 December Social Event 
Christmas Eve restaurant meal.  As usual we have booked space at Brogues on Worcester 
(corner of Worcester and Oxford Sts).  Meet after 7pm (families from 6:30).  Mains from $20.  As 
usual, you must put your name on the trip list or phone Alan on 384 6425 or 
alan.ross@nzl.biolabgroup.com. 
 

Tuesday 24 December No Climbing Night 
NO CLIMBING: Because we’re all going chimneying (in red suits). 
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Christmas Trip Leader: Stu Smith 343 1065 
COBB VALLEY - DRAGON'S TEETH BOULDER LAKE: A classic 
tramp in the Kahurangi National Park.  It starts in the Cobb Valley 
crossing the tops to Lonely Lake on to the Dragon's teeth and 
Adelaide tarn, then Boulder Lake and out via the lead hills.  Hopefully 
there will be 2 parties crossing over mid-way.  See Stu for all details 
and which days he will be going. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: M26 
 Approx: $60-$100 
List closes: When Stu 

has enough people 

 

Short Christmas Trip Leader: Don Carnelio 338 9865 
HURUNUI CROSS OVER: Don's plan is to 4 wheel drive into the 
Hurunui, then heading upstream past the hot pools before crossing a 
saddle into the south branch following it down to Lake Mason and 
finally back to the car.  See Don for details. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L32 
 Approx: $60 
List closes: When Don 

has enough people 
 

Thursday 26 December No Club Night 
 

Sunday 29 December Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929 
PINCHGUT HUT – MT THOMAS: A variation on just to the top of Mt 
Thomas, a nice trip on a warm day as the single flats in the Okuku 
river makes the water quite warm.  A nice after Christmas trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 19 December 

 

Thursday 2 January 2003 No Club Night 
 

Thursday 9 January 2003 Club Night 
Come along and hear about all the Christmas trips and catch up with people. 
 

Weekend 11 and 12 January 2003 Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
EAST HAWDON SAVANNAH RANGE: We will tramp into the East 
Hawdon and climb to the tops, hopefully camping high on the 
Savannah Range.  Sunday will see us following the tops back over 
Woolshed Hill to the cars. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 L33 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: Monday 6 
January 2003 
(no club over Christmas) 

 

Saturday 11 January 2003 Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
PURPLE HILL: At the northern end of Lake Pearson, the route goes 
straight up the hillside to a shoulder leading to the top.  There is a 
scree slope down to the lake then sidle along the edge of the lake (if 
it is not too high) back to the cars. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:9 January 2003 

 

Sunday 12 January 2003 Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
HINEWAI RESERVE TO BEACH: This is in the Akaroa area.  There 
is plenty of scope for rambling here and if it is a nice day ending, at 
the beach for a swim will nicely finish off a great day’s walking. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N36 N37 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:9 January 2003 

 

Thursday 16 January 2003 Club Night 
We have Martin Witt from the Cancer Society to raise awareness about the nasty UV rays from 
the Sun.  There is a strong suggestion some free sunscreen will be given out. 
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Saturday 18 January 2003 Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
MT GARGARUS: A pleasant, moderate, not-too-steep, hill just to the 
west of Lake Coleridge.  Good views of the Wilberforce, Rakaia, Mt 
Ida, Rakaia spurs, etc, etc, etc. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:16 January 2003 

 

Saturday 18 January 2003 Leader: Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
WAIPARA LAKES: In the Waipara valley area, a lovely day trip in 
good weather. This is a water trip, so come prepared to get wet. 

 Grade: Easy/Water 
 Map: M33 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:16 January 2003 

 

Weekend 18 and 19 January 2003 Leader: Jonathon Carr 351 1574 
TE AO WHEKERE: The second highest mountain in the Seaward 
Kaikouras.  The plan is to camp high and climb the mountain on 
either day depending on the weather.  A great view point. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: 030 O31 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 9 January 2003 

(by phone) 
 

Weekend 18 and 19 January 2003 Leader: John Henson 342 3311 
LUCRETIA - LEWIS PASS: A good moderate trip with lots of variety 
in the Lewis Pass.  It starts in the Nina Valley before climbing to the 
tops and exiting to the Lewis Pass via the rolling tussock covered 
Lewis Tops. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M31 M32 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 9 January 2003 

(by phone) 
 

Thursday 23 January 2003 Club Night 
Our own Jonathan Carr will take us to Mt Cook National park.  As usual Jonathan's slides will be 
of high quality with humorous narration. 
 

Saturday 25 January 2003 Leader: Alastair Brown (Freddie) 343 5111 
TORLESSE TRAVERSE:  From Bald Hill (I think) to Foggy Hill.  Not 
quite as masochistic as previous years traverses 
(Craigiburn/Adderley-Godley), but still 10-12 hours of indulgent ridge 
bashing.  If there are sufficient mugs participants, we’ll do a cross 
over. 

 Grade: Hard/Long 
 Map: K34 L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:16 January 2003 

 

Weekend 25 and 26 January 2003 Leader: Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
MT FYFFE: Sandi is going to climb Mt Fyffe via the 4 wheel drive 
track staying at the hut on Saturday night.  A long climb but the view 
makes it all worthwhile. 

 Grade: Easy/Moderate 
 Map: O31 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:16 January 2003 

 

Weekend 25 and 26 January 2003 Leader: Phil Tree 349 3670 
MT ROLLESTON - PHILISTINE TRAVERSE: This is a long 
extended day trip staying at the club hut on Saturday night for an 
early alpine start on Sunday.  The route is up the Otira Valley, 
climbing Philistine along the ridge and  up to Rolleston before a quick 
descent down the Otira slide. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:16 January 2003 
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Sunday 26 January 2003 Leader: Craig Beere 355 7313 
ASHLEY GORGE:  Starting from the Lees Valley bridge walk down 
the Ashley river to the Ashley Gorge motor camp area.  A great 
summer river trip.  Come prepared to get wet and have a fun day in 
the river. 

 Grade: Easy/Water 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:23 January 2003 

 

Thursday 30 January 2003 Club Night 
Newsletter folding and Boot comparison night.  Bring your boots along and tell us what you like 
and do not like about them. 
 

Saturday 1 February 2003 Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
MT SOMERS:  There are a couple of ways Warwick may take on this 
trip, either up Woolshed Creek or from the Sharplin falls.  Ask 
Warwick if you are interested. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:30 January 2003 

 

Saturday 1 February 2003 Leader: Andrew Wrapson 381 5417 
TUMBLEDOWN BAY: This is over on the peninsula.  There is no 
formal track and so just walk down to the bay from the road by the 
leaders choosing.  This will be a nice trip with a beach and the sea to 
explore. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N36 N37 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:30 January 2003 

 

Weekend 1 and 2 February 2003 Leader: Frank King 942 8368 
MT PFEIFER: This trip was postponed due to rain in November so 
come and check out a new track to the tops.  The plan is to climb up 
to the alpine level and have time exploring Mts Tarapuhi and Pfeifer 
as well as the biv.  The return is via Pfeifer Creek. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:23 January 2003 

 

Thursday 6 February 2003 No Club Night 
No Club, as it is Waitangi day and we are all away if we can go. 
 

Long Weekend 6 to 9 February 2003 Leader: Alastair Brown (Freddie) 343 5111 
MINARETS: Freddie is going to have another crack at this easiest of 
the 3000m mountains in the Park.  With 4 days to do it, there is more 
chance of a weather window.  This trip requires 1 extra day off work.  
Ice axe, crampons and mountaineering gear needed. 

 Grade: Hard/Mountaineering 
 Map: H35 H36 
 Approx: $60 
List closes:30 January 2003 

 

Long Weekend 6 to 9 February 2003 Leader: Craig Beere 355 7313 
1000 ACRE PLATEAU: A huge plateau high above Murchison  It is a 
stiff climb up to the plateau but the view back down is great.  Lots to 
explore including the Needle and the Haystack at the North end.  
Need 1 extra day off work. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M28 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:30 January 2003 

 

Saturday 8 February 2003 Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
MT OAKDEN:  Go around the lake edge and then ascend the summit 
from a steep slope.  There is a bit of rock scrambling higher up.  
Descend via a large scree slope. And follow the stream back to the 
cars. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:30 January 2003 
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Weekend 15 to 16 February 2003 Leader: Phil Tree 349 3670 
DAZZLER PINNICLES: A striking feature of the Hopkin's Valley at 
the top of Ohau and the best view point in the area.  A popular 
introductory climb up the easy North west ridge. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: H37  
 Approx: $45 
List closes:6 February 2003 

 

Sunday 16 February 2003 Leader: John Henson 342 3311 
RIVER CROSSING COURSE:  Come and learn the latest river 
crossing techniques in safety and with some fun thrown in.  Bring a 
change of clothes and a weekend pack with a waterproof liner and 
some bulk in it.  Dress warm. 

 Grade: All/Water 
 Map: n/a 
 Approx: $0 
List closes:13 February2003 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE:   
Easter 2003 Leader: Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
STEWART ISLAND EPIC:  Takes in Easter and Anzac day.  For 3 
days off work you have 10 days of freedom to play down in the 
remote Stewart Island.  We will be walking the Southern Circuit in 6 
or 7 days, with some time to sightsee the island and attractions.  
Contact Sandi if interested. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: C49 D48 D59 
 Approx: $500 
List closes:13 February2003 

 

Trip Reports 
 

Loch Katrine/Kiwi Hope/3 mile hut/ 
McMillan stream 

 
Labour weekend 26-28 October 2002 
 
On leaving Christchurch Saturday morning 
Labour weekend in two four wheel drive vehicles 
for Loch Katrine eight earnest trampers, well 
equipped and lead by the intrepid Andrew, were 
all set to go.  Walked off from the vehicles in 
cloudy weather along side Loch Katrine to cross 
the Hurunui river at the head of Lake Sumner, 
enroute to the Hope Kiwi Hut Via Lake Sumner 
lookout, Lake Marion.  Thus saving a good two 
and a half hour walk from going up to the 
Hurunui Swing bridge and back along the river.  
On crossing the river we split into two groups of 
four, the water was quite rapid and reasonable 
deep, we all crossed well except for one person 
who lost his walking pole, but quick thinking and 
swift action by Andrew, the pole was retrieved 
and all was well. (That man deserves a DB!).  A 
good five hour tramp and we all turned up at the 
Hope Kiwi hut in good spirits, only two others in 
the hut so plenty of room for all of us.  One of the 
group had a great Venison stew made with red 
wine, enough for two nights rations and decided 
to leave it out, wrapped up with a packet of butter 
to hold it down on the verandah over night.  
Unfortunately an opossum helped him self to the 

Venison stew, left the butter untouched, 
(probably as there was no bread to go with it.) 
Furthermore one of the lady’s in the group 
misplaced her blue shorts, so we thought there 
could be a discerning healthy possum wearing 
Blue Shorts in the bush showing off to his mates. 
(The shorts did turn up but that’s another 
story)Next morning good weather off to the 
Three Mile hut an excellent four hour tramp, 
except the weather closed in and rain started to 
come down about an hour out from reaching the 
hut.  When we reached the hut, found three 
hunters in residence, as this is a seven bed hut 
and there were eight of us, we decided to draw 
straws for the remaining four bunks.  While all 
this was going on inside, outside the hut it had 
turned from rain to hail and then snow was 
falling, but not to be undaunted we all slept and 
ate well in confined quarters and arose early in 
the morning.  From the hut floor for some of us.  
But to be greeted with a great blue and tinged red 
sky, early morning light on the snow at the tops, 
with snow on the ground around the hut, icicles 
dropping off the trees plus shafts of light playing 
through the bush, mountain cool air what 
fantastic scenery.  Makes for great bush tramping.  
We then chose to go down the McMillan 
track/stream.  The Tarns with snow around them, 
wild bird life (Canadian geese) on the Tarn was 
just magnificent.  We, I am sure, crossed the 
stream at lest twenty times, one of the 
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experienced trampers took a dive in the stream to 
show us just how hardy she was! We all 
applauded her for having such nerve, strength and 
endurance.  On arriving nearing the Hurunui 
swing bridge, we stopped, had lunch.  A bit of a 
wind was up and later turned to rain, as we 
walked back up to Loch Katrine where we had 
left the vehicles.  A seven hour day. 
 
We were, as it turned out, a multi talented group 
of trampers, Andrew could guide you through a 
mine field in Afghanistan, (but not good at 
drawing straws for a bunk!) John was a great chef 
but could only produce a great two foot yellow 
flame from his cooker (Flambé would be the 
word).  Susan was the complete women, a change 
for all occasions (especially swimming in 

freezing water).  George, who kept the fire 
burning, the tent tidy, the gates open. (very 
interested in how long all this tramping would 
take).  Jonathan, who was the rear guard action 
man (Great cross word and card skills).  Trevor 
who just didn’t stop talking about blondes and 
three legged chickens (Bit of an orgasmic/snorer 
though).  Kerry, a very skilled tramper, sure 
footed good sense of humour (used the river early 
each morning as the coiffeur). Bruce, the man 
who just fitted in everywhere, map reading etc 
(from prince to pauper at cards). Truly eight 
people with great talent, who would make other 
mere trampers want to be in their company.  On 
reading this report, you will realize that you have 
missed out on what could be the high light tramp 
of 2002. 

 

Obituary 
Simon Hassal 1976-2002 

Simon Hassal was a club member from his late teenage years until he died in a tramping accident on 
Saturday 9 November.  The articles below give an idea of the high esteem in which he was held by 
members of the club and the circumstances leading to his death. 
 
 

A Proposed Tribute to Simon 
By STEVE BERRY 

Some of us cannot stay away from the mountains, 
Simon was one of us.  I first met Simon when he 
used to hitch to Arthur’s Pass.  Grant Wheaton 
would often give him a ride home.  As a teenager 
it intrigued me that Simon had already visited 
more huts in the Arthur’s Pass National Park than 
I - a former Government Hunter in the Park - had 
set eyes on.  Simon had the ambition of  visiting 
the whole lot, and there are a lot of them.  
 

I recall some great climbing trips with Simon.  
On the Mount Franklin trip the cloud was coming 
and going and I led him down the wrong ridge 
onto a knoll.  The others were below us, Jeff Hall 
shouted out, “Wrong ridge Steve!”. That was the 
trip when a few of us including Simon jogged out 
from Goat Pass Hut.  This antic was a roll over 
from a Mount Murchison trip.  The early party 
arrived back at Barker Hut before we had gotten 
up.  “Too foggy”, they exclaimed and packed up 
and left.  One, a former CTC lad I remember was 
last seen on a Mt Valiant climb.  A rock the size 
of a football came hurtling down a very steep 
slip, I put my hand above my head to fend it off 
and to our relief it whistled over his head - which 
was positioned near my ankles -  missing by mere 
inches.  Perhaps one good reason for playing that 

game called footy. (There are ways to climb slips, 
a fortunate reaction and the practise of one just 
behind the other saved us, but we should not have 
been below the climbers above us.) Our party 
wandered up the ridge and sat down in the fog. 
We needed a clearance to go on and almost 
immediately God granted the request.  It was 
another brilliant day.  Above the névé, Sue and 
Sally decided to stay in the sun.  Grant, Simon 
and I decided to continue to the summit.  The 
first obstacle was a steep snow chute we had to 
cross.  It was on a steep slope and carried lots of 
rock debris which spilled out onto the glacier 
below.  I hesitated until Grant and Simon were 
safely across.  The next challenge was a rather 
steep climb up a snow face to gain a major ridge.  
They sent me up first while making jokes about 
the snow chute.  It was reassuring that they didn’t 
like it either.  The climb went well, the snow was 
soft and we made good pigeon holes for our later 
descent.  A fall here would result in a very fast 
exit to the glacier below.  Once on the ridge it 
was a doddle to the summit ducking across the 
face of the ridge to avoid any gnarly outcrops.  
Back at Carrington Hut Christine, Diane, Sandi 
and Co had already departed so the pace was on.  
Simon and I overshot a Waimakariri crossing.  
The river was in one channel and flowing 
towards the bush and bluff bedrock. “We’ve 
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overshot the crossing! – We can cross here!” 
Simon assured me, He then plunged in up to his 
shoulders – he’s a lot taller than I – I set off, back 
up river, Simon immediately decided he had 
better keep me company.  Later we started 
running with our weekend packs and hardware to 
catch up.  
 

Simon was so young, fit and experienced I had 
visions of him being the next club member to 
climb Everest.  I’m sure a book could be written 
about his exploits.  I once pulled his Gemini  car 
out of the same creek crossing three times with 
the Nissan Safari before we gave up.  We were 
coming back from Tapuae-O-Uenuku down the 
Clarence.  Frank King recalled that trip and many 
other good stories in his eulogy to Simon.  The 
thirty odd CTC members who attended the 
service for Simon is testimony itself, of the 
standing he held and regard we had for him.  
 

Farewell chum and if our souls meet again it will 
be a pleasure. 
 

Although a keen traveller myself, I can only 
dream of  visiting  the 100 plus huts that Simon 
achieved as a teenager. 
 

It would be a fitting Tribute to Simon for CTC to 
consider naming the Parks Network of Huts and 
Bivs – that he knocked off, so to speak – after 
him.  There is already a route up Mt Pfeifer from 
the lower Deception known as Simon’s Ridge 
and no doubt there are others. 

Dead climber was 'very special' 
By KELLY ANDREW 

Plagiarised from The Press, 12 November 2002 
 

Christchurch tramper Simon Raymond Hassall 
warned his friend to be on the lookout for rock 
falls just minutes before he himself was killed in 
an avalanche.  
 

Known for his safety consciousness and his 
outdoors skills, Mr Hassall, 26, developed a 
passion for the outdoors as a child staying at a 
family bach near Arthurs Pass.  
 

By his late teens he was a skilled and highly 
respected tramper who was heavily involved with 
the Christchurch Tramping Club.  

 

Later he became chief guide for the Victoria 
University Tramping Club.  
 

He had returned to Christchurch, where his 
parents live, just a few weeks ago.  
 

On his final trip last weekend, he was with 
tramping partner and friend Eric Duggan, from 
Wellington. with whom he had scaled Mount 
Cook and the Otira face of Mount Rolleston on 
New Year's Eve three years ago.  
 

Mr Duggan said he always felt safe with Mr 
Hassal.  
 

"I just found he was very special, and quite a 
motivator.  
 

"He got on and did stuff, he didn't make a fuss 
about it or blow his own trumpet."  
 

He said the pair were walking through a scree of 
rocks and boulders on Saturday afternoon when 
his friend alerted him to the risk of rock falls.  
 

Soon after they heard a noise and looked up to 
see a rocky overhang above them collapse.  
 

Mr Hassal was hit by the rocks, landing in a 
glacial lake below.  
 

Mr Duggan pulled him out, dragged him about 
200m to shelter, and stayed with him for about 30 
minutes before leaving to get help.  
 

Mr Duggan arrived at Rheisheck Hut about 
10.30pm and stayed the night before walking out 
to summon help at Glenfiddich Station early 
Sunday.  
 

When rescue personnel reached Mr Hassall on 
Sunday he had already died.  
 

Another tramping friend of Mr Hassal's, Frank 
King, described him as an adventurer, but not a 
risk-taker: "He was always completely within his 
skill and knowledge level, and he never pushed 
the boundaries. I would consider him one of the 
safest people to be in the mountains with."  
 

Mr Hassal’s death has been referred to the 
coroner.  
 

Alastair Brown (Freddie) is the Fredditor editor.  
Please send articles for the February newsletter to him by Friday 24 January 2003 

Email: alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au or Telephone 343 5111.  


