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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages and runs tramping trips every 
weekend ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience required). 
We also organise instruction courses and hold weekly social meetings. Membership rates per year 
are $32 member, $38 couple, $16 junior or associate. 
 
EQUIPMENT HIRE: The Club has a range of equipment (tents, ice axes, crampons, harnesses, 
large and small weekend pack, billies and a mountain radio) for hire to members at reasonable 
rates. Contact Gear Custodian, Jim Western 328 7762. Note: Club gear assigned to you to carry on 
a trip is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
 
Our CLUB HUT in the Arthurs Pass township has the comforts of home but with the mountains at 
the back door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available and no overcrowding. For keys and 
bookings phone Rex Vink 352 5327; or if he’s away, John Easton 337 1941; or if they’re both away, 
Dave Watson 981 7929 (or pager 026 252 3284). Hut fees are $6 member, $6 member’s partner, 
$12 non member, $4 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell 
Rex when you get back. 
 
SOCIAL SCENE: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge) Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton 
Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A 
variety of social functions are organised, 
the atmosphere informal, and tea and 
biscuits served. If you can give a 
presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384 6425. 
 
TRIPS: Unless otherwise stated, trips depart outside Shell Carlton Corner Service Station, 1 
Papanui Road, between Burger King and Liquor Land (opposite Derby Street). This is just up the 
road from our old meeting place, the Mobil service station that has now closed! Day trips depart at 
8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on Fridays. Read the Notices section about our new 
trip departure venue. You have been warned!!! If you have comments or suggestions for trips, 
please contact the Trip Organisers: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 and Ian Dunn 343 2155. 
 

 

 

There is NO CLUB NIGHT on Thursday 7 March!  
Our venue for meetings is totally booked out,  

so we’re going 10 PIN BOWLING instead! 
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Notices 
NEW DEPARTURE VENUE: Note the new trip departure venue as stated under the heading "trips". 
The Mobil service station has gone!!! We are now departing from Shell Carlton Corner Service 
Station, 1 Papanui Road, between Burger King (who said Elvis was dead) and Liquor Land 
(opposite Derby Street). If you aren't taking your car on the trip, you will have to park on one of the 
nearby side streets, as you may come back to a wheel clamp, or get your car towed! If you are 
taking your car we would like to encourage you to refuel at Shell Carlton, as they have been kind 
enough to hold onto our trip lists. LEADERS: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny 
red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the trip list into the locked box. If anyone turns up after this, the 
service station has a key to open the box. Spare key holders are listed on the box. 
 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: If you would like to receive your newsletter and general news by e-mail, 
please let Linda Lilburne know at LilburneL@landcare.cri.nz.  
 
CTC STICKERS: The club has had some Christchurch Tramping Club stickers printed for members 
to stick in hut books when they visit one. Contact Sandi Keenan 389 6400 if you would like some. 
 
ROCK CLIMBING COURSES: Learn to climb safely and confidently with professional instructors – 
all abilities catered for. Private classes can be arranged. Discount to CTC members. Phone Cliff at 
Vertical Ventures 332 8571. 
 
FLATMATE WANTED: For sleep out in Hornby, $55/pw plus expenses. Phone Phil or Brian 
344 1195 or 025 662 6171. 
 
MEMBERS: Bernard Parawa’s number in the members list is incorrect. The correct number is 
981 4931. 
 
MOLESWORTH ROAD: John Henzell is interested in doing The Molesworth 80km Bike Ride on 16 
February see www.bluedogevents.co.nz/event_molesworth.html or contact him for more details. 
Please note that this is not an official club trip. 
 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Weekend 2 and 3 February Leader: John Henson 341 8321 
SUDDEN VALLEY-EAST EDWARDS:  Grade: Moderate.  Maps: K33, K34.  List closes 24 
January.  Cost $25 approx.  Sudden Valley is a beautiful place to visit.  Head up Sudden Valley and 
camp overnight here.  Next day come back down the East Edwards with some river crossings and 
bush bashing. 
 

Saturday 2 February Leader: David Watson 981 7929 
HILLTOP - DIAMOND HARBOUR: Grade: Moderate (as it is at least a 7 hr walk along  the tops). A 
long trip from Hilltop all the way along to Diamond Harbour.  Bring plenty of water. This trip will start 
with Dave Henson’s trip (see below) at the Hill Top and head down to Diamond Harbour to catch the 
Ferry back to Lyttelton. Transport will be by Bus to the Hill Top. Contact David Watson for transport 
times and cost. 
 

Weekend 2 and 3 February Leader: Dave Henson  343 3954 
HILLTOP TO HOME: Grade Moderate. Maps M36/7 & N36.  List closes 24 January.  Cost approx 
$15.  Along the Banks Peninsula summit over Mts Sinclair, Fitzgerald and Herbert with an overnight 
stop at the Packhorse. Next day to Gebbies Pass and around the Crater Rim to Cashmere. If you 
live in south Christchurch you can walk home or take the bus if you live further away. Great views, 
carry plenty of water. N.B. meet outside information centre in Cathedral Square at 8.45 am on 
Saturday morning  to catch 9.00 am Akaroa shuttle to Hilltop. 
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Saturday 2 February Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
ASHLEY GORGE: Grade: Easy. Another great summer trip. Bring dry clothes and a towel! 
 

New Zealand Day 6 February Leader: Ruha Goodwill 981 2256 
PORT ROBINSON – GORE BAY: Grade Easy. Located near the Hurunui River mouth, a popular 
day trip to the beaches and rock formations of Gore Bay. 
 

Thursday 7 February Club Night 
Burma and Thailand by our own Jeff Rogers.  What were these countries like in the early 80’s?  
Come along and find out. 
 

Saturday 9 February Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
LE BONS BAY: Grade: Easy. Approx cost: $20. Map: N36 Akaroa. List closes 7 February. Le Bons 
Bay is at the very eastern end of Banks Peninsula, so there’ll be beaches, cliffs, seabirds, fine 
weather and easy walking! 
 

Weekend 9 and 10 February Leader: Don Carniello 338 9865 
HOPE KIWI-SUMNER CROSSOVER:  Grade Moderate  Map L32, M32.  List closes 31 January.  
Cost $30 approx.  A large comfortable lodge at a popular destination.  This will be a crossover trip if 
enough people sign up and this will avoid the transport problem. 
 

Tuesday 12 February Social Event 
Restaurant meal at the Manee Thai restaurant 241 Manchester St.  Lots of Mains from 
$11, meet at 7:30.  As usual, please put your name on the trip list or phone Alan on 384 
6425 or alanross@biolab.co.nz BEFORE the 9th as I need to give them numbers.  The 
food is really good and not too expensive. 
 
 

Thursday 14 February Club Night 
We have Margaret Clark who is going to take us on a 3 month mountain bike ride through South 
America, the easy way (for us). She will take us from Chile over the Andes to Argentina then on to 
Bolivia then back over the Andes again to Chile WOW!  Margaret and Jim Clark are the most 
travelled (third world country) couple I know, so it will be a great slide show. 
 

Weekend 16 and 17 February Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
MUELLER HUT: Grade Moderate.  Map H36.  List closes 7 February.  This will be a moderate trip 
done at a Sandi pace i.e. Slow and easy.  Drive down to Mt Cook on Friday night and stay at 
Glentanner, a leisurely walk up to the hut on Saturday, with options for venturing further if wanted.  
Walk back down on Sunday morning and back to Christchurch by mid to late afternoon. 
 

Sunday 16 February Leader: Steve Brasch  356 0305 
PURPLE PEAK – HINEWAI RESERVE: Grade: Easy. Approx cost: $20. Map: N36 Akaroa. List 
closes 13 February. This easy trip covers two popular day trips, going from Purple Peak down into 
Hinewai Reserve. This is what the website says about Hinewai Reserve  “…. a network of over 12 
km of tracks, from  the 806m summit of Stony Bay Peak to the homestead at 20m gives great flora 
and fauna diversity. Round trips vary from 30 minutes to all day and include a number of permanent 
streams and waterfalls…” 
 

Sunday 17 February Leader: Paul Ashton 358 5570 
MT AICKEN TRAVERSE: Grade: Moderate. Approx cost: $30. Map: K33 Otira. List closes 14 
February.  A different variation on a common Arthurs Pass  hill. The plan is to ascend Mt Aicken via 
the usual route, the track up from the village. Then straight down the other side to the Mingha River. 
The descent into the Mingha is straightforward, with the bush being quite open and offering quick 
and easy travel. The Mingha Valley track is joined about 20 minutes upstream from Dudley Knob 
and from there it’s down the valley back to the Bealey River. 
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Thursday 21 February Club Night 
Ball Pass by Alan Ross and Jonathan Carr.  Slides of the well known crossing below the Caroline 
face of Mt Cook.  I will show you views as good or better than anything I have see anywhere in NZ 
in my tramping life.  While we’re here, let’s do Copland Pass as well.  Two of the best crossings in 
NZ. 
 

Weekend 23 and 24 February Leader: Dave Watson  981 7929 
AVALANCHE PEAK CHALLENGE: Talk to Dave if you want to Marshall or Compete.  A fun 
weekend to be had by all. 
 

Saturday 23 February Leader: Tracy Parish 339 2060 
AVOCA COAL MINE: Grade: Easy-Mod. Approx cost: $25. Map: K34 Wilberforce. List closes 21 
February. The Avoca River joins the Rakaia at the top of Lake Coleridge and from here easy travel 
up the valley leads to the site of an old coal mine. A great opportunity for a day out amongst the 
mountains! 
 

Sunday 24 February Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
THE SPURS: Grade: Mod/Hard. Approx cost: $25. Map: K34 Wilberforce. List closes 21 February. 
In the same area as the previous trip, The Spurs is a 1900m high hill above the Station at the end of 
the Wilberforce road, so you’ll be able to see into the little-visited Avoca Valley as well as the 
Wilberforce. There’ll be about 1200m of climbing on easy ground. However, those seeking to 
emulate the feats of a previous party to this area should bring a torch! This should be a good day 
trip! 
 

Thursday 28  February Club Night 
Slide show and Newsletter folding night.  Once the newsletters are dwelt with, Bev Clark will take us 
to Afghanistan as it was in 1975. This will be very interesting to compare with the images we see 
now. 
 

Weekend 2 and 3 March Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
MT ALMA - ALMA COL: Grade Mod/Hard.  Map I36/J36.  List closes 21 February.  Cost $40.  This 
trip is in the Two Thumb Range.  Talk to Andrew about this trip. 
 

Sunday 3 March Leader: John Henson 341 8321 
RIVER CROSSING PRACTICE/COURSE: Grade: All. Approx cost: $10. List closes 28 February. 
This year, as in previous years, the course is held at the Waimakariri River, near where the pylons 
cross at MacLean’s Island. The emphasis is on teaching the latest mutual support methods and 
there will be a barbeque lunch afterwards, so bring something for this, as well as warm clothes and 
a pack with some weight in, so that the crossings are made more realistic. 
 

Thursday 7 March NO CLUB NIGHT 
NO CLUB NIGHT!!!!!!!!!!!!! Our venue for meetings is totally booked out, so lets go TEN PIN 
BOWLING instead.  We have 4 lanes booked for 1 game at a cost of $6.50 each.  With a maximum 
of 6 per lane that's room for 24 people.  So the first 24 get to play.  Meet at 7:50 pm as we have the 
lanes booked for 8 pm.  Always lots of fun. 
 

Weekend 9 and 10 March Leader: Craig Beare  355 7313 
CASS SADDLE - LAGOON SADDLE:  Grade Easy/Moderate.  Map K34.  List closes 28 February.  
Cost $30.  A popular trip to the luxurious Hamilton hut over two saddles and out along a valley.  
Side trips up Mt Bruce are available for the more energetic on the trip. 
 

Saturday 16 March Leader: Barbara Henson 341 8321 
TAYLORS MISTAKE – BOULDER BAY – GODLEY HEAD LOOP: Grade: Easy. Approx cost: $5. 
List closes 14 March. An easy stroll to a popular part of the coast near Christchurch, with old 
fortresses, tunnels and beaches, all only 5 minutes drive from your favourite cafe! There’ll be a 9 
am start for this trip, at the usual place. 
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Saturday 16 March Leader: Alastair Brown 343 5111 
THE DOME: Grade: Mod/Hard. Approx cost: $30. Map: K33 Otira. List closes 6 March. The plan 
here is to take a slightly different route on this Arthurs Pass peak. The start is from the Railway 
Bridge about 5km before the Bealey Hotel, and the trip ascends a stream from there. The return can 
be made the same way, or if you prefer, down into the East Edwards and then to the road at 
Greyney’s flat. An interesting trip if you’re running out of things to do at Arthurs Pass! 
 

Sunday 24 March Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
MT WINTERSLOW: Grade: Moderate. Map: K36 Methven. Approx cost: $25. List closes 21 March. 
A route which is an interesting variation on a very popular trip. Starting from the Sharplin Falls car 
park, there is a track up to the top of Mt Winterslow. From here Mt Cook and many of the other big 
peaks of the Southern Alps are visible. There is a choice of descent routes, so see Andrew to find 
out what he’s planning. Always a popular place! 
 

Friday 29 March to Monday 1 April Leader: Alastair Brown 343 5111 
MT WHITCOMBE: Grade: Hard. Map: I34/J34. List closes 24 March. Leaving Thursday 5 pm, 
Alastiar would like to have a go at Mt Whitcombe at Easter, from the west.  All the routes from the 
east are less than straight forward, but there is a feasible route, albeit long, in from the West Coast.  
This doesn’t yet have committee approval, so it’s a private trip until further notice. 
 

Friday 29 March to Monday 1 April Leader: Ruha Goodwill 981 2256 
REEFTON BASE CAMP: Ruha is leading a family trip to Reefton at Easter.  Two families with 
toddlers have shown an interest at present.  The accommodation is at the motor camp.  She has 
heard from two people, independently, that the hosts are excellent.  
 

The camp is to the west of Maruia Valley and Springs Junction in Victoria Forest Park.  This allows 
for a range of easy to hard trips.  Ruha will be leading the easy - family trips (one to three or four 
hours).  There are short walks along old mining tracks, ghost towns in the area, historic buildings 
and museums.  If anyone is tempted to climb any of the peaks in the area you are most welcome to 
come along with a climbing partner. 
 

So instead of driving through Reefton, like usual, we’ll stay and explore.  Enjoy the Saturday night 
meal out at a Restaurant, do some more tramping on Sunday and then jump in the Maruia hot pools 
on the Monday. 
 

Advance Notice Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
MILFORD TRACK OUT OF SEASON:  April 27 to 3 May.  The plan is to drive down to Te Anau on 
Saturday 27 April and start the walk on Sunday 28 April.  The season closes on 25 April.  If 
interested phone Sandi.  This will be done at a Sandi pace (slow and easy) even though it is a 
moderate trip.  The trip is getting full so be quick if you are interested. 
 
 

The International Year of Mountains 
This year, 2002 has been declared The 
International Year of Mountains and is being 
promoted internationally by FAO and the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN). It has received 
considerable publicity and promotion, particularly 
in the Mountain Research and Development 
Journal (see Vol. 21; pp89-91, Feb. 2001) and 
many countries are organising mountain land 
conferences to mark the occasion. 
 
The Hellaby Indigenous Grasslands Research 
Trust, in collaboration with the University of 

Otago and Federated Mountain Clubs of New 
Zealand are organising a conference to celebrate 
this event for New Zealand. It will be held at 
Otago University over the weekend of March 8–10 
next year, with the general theme of mountain land 
values and issues.  
 
To be officially opened by the Minister of 
Conservation, Hon. Sandra Lee, the conference 
will feature two overseas speakers, Professor Wu 
Ning, a well-known rangeland ecologist from the 
Chengdu Institute of Biology, Chengdu, P. R. 
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China and Professor Vladimir Onipchenko, from 
Moscow State University’s Geobotany 
Department, an authority on the ecology of the 
highly diverse Caucasas Mountains. There will 
also be many other speakers who will cover a wide 
range of New Zealand topics, under the general 
theme of “values and issues” These will deal with 
high country farming and other uses, to tangata 
whenua, scientific, conservation and recreation 
values, and their management.  
 
Friday evening is being organised by the New 
Zealand Alpine Club and will be devoted to 
presentations by two of our best known kiwi 
climbers, Guy Cotter and John Nankervis, 
featuring both New Zealand and the Himalayas. Sir 
Edmond Hillary will introduce the evening 
programme as a special guest. Special displays of 
art and photography, with mountain themes, will 
also feature, with prizes donated by the 
Department of Conservation, Mountain Safety 
Council, Kathmandu, and Catlins Wildlife 
Trackers..  
 
A field trip will be held on the Sunday, March 10, 
to the Lammerlaw Range, some 50 km west of 

Dunedin, to visit a major collaborative research 
project (Landcare Research-Department of 
Conservation-Forest Research-AgResearch) on the 
short- and long-term effects of burning and grazing 
upland snow tussock grasslands. Project co-
ordinators will be present to discuss the project. 
The multiple values of these uplands and the 
tenure review exercise, currently under way in the 
South Island high country, will also feature. 
Private cars can be used but transport will also be 
provided ($20 pp) and will return via Dunedin 
Airport in time for the 5.20 pm NZ Flight 
(NZ5314) to Christchurch and beyond.   
 
The conference will be open to the general public 
(no registration required: a gold coin donation at 
the door) and the organisers are hoping to fill the 
University’s largest theatre, the St David St 
Theatre, for this important event.  
 
Further details from Alan Mark, Hellaby Trust & 
Botany Department, University of Otago, Box 56, 
Dunedin; Ph. 03 479 7573; Fax 03 479 7583; 
email: amark@otago.ac.nz 

 

Philosophical Treatise 
Cheer up, Brian. You know what they say. 
Some things in life are bad, 
They can really make you mad. 
Other things just make you swear and curse. 
When you're chewing on life's gristle, 
Don't grumble, give a whistle! 
And this'll help things turn out for the best... 
And always look on the bright side of life!  
 
(whistle)Always look on the bright side of life... 
If life seems jolly rotten, 
There's something you've forgotten! 
And that's to laugh and smile and dance and sing, 
When you're feeling in the dumps, 
Don't be silly chumps, 
Just purse your lips and whistle -- that's the thing! 
And... always look on the bright side of life... 
(whistle) Come on!  
 

Always look on the bright side of life...  
(whistle) For life is quite absurd, 
And death's the final word. 
You must always face the curtain with a bow! 
Forget about your sin -- give the audience a grin, 
Enjoy it -- it's the last chance anyhow! 
 
So always look on the bright side of death! 
Just before you draw your terminal breath. 
Life's a piece of grit, 
When you look at it. 
Life's a laugh and death's a joke, it's true, 
You'll see it's all a show, 
Keep 'em laughing as you go. 
Just remember that the last laugh is on you! 
 
And always look on the bright side of life...  
 (whistle) Always look on the bright side of life  
 

 
 

Alastair Brown (Freddie) is now the Minister of Truth editor.  
Please send articles for the March newsletter to him by Friday 22 February.  

Email: alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au or Telephone 343 5111. 


