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THE CHRISTCHURCH 
TRAMPER 

Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC. 
 PO Box 527, Christchurch, www.ctc.org.nz 

affiliated to Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc. 
Opinions expressed or events described in this newsletter might not represent Club policy, we’re often confused 

about this stuff ourselves. 
 
Vol. 72 September 2002 No. 5

 
President Dave Watson 981 7929 Club Captain Adrian Busby 383 4046 
Vice President John Henson 342 3311 Trip Organiser (day) Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
Vice President Andrew Turton 332 8275  (weekend) Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Secretary Michele McKnight 388 7975 Hut Convenor Rex Vink 352 5327 
Treasurer Nellie Vink 332 5879 Gear Custodian Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Editor Alastair Brown 343 5111 New Members Alice Yung 382 3988 
Social Convenor Alan Ross 384 6425  Joanne Boereboom 342 5590 

 
The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages and runs tramping trips 
every weekend ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required). We also organise instruction courses and hold weekly social meetings. Membership 
rates per year are $32 member, $38 couple, $16 junior or associate. 
 
EQUIPMENT HIRE: The Club has a range of equipment (tents, ice axes, crampons, harnesses, 
large and small weekend pack, billies and a mountain radio) for hire to members at reasonable 
rates. Contact Gear Custodian, Bernard Parawa 981 4931. Note: Club gear assigned to you to 
carry on a trip is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
 
Our CLUB HUT in the Arthurs Pass township has the comforts of home but with the mountains at 
the back door. Even better now with inside flushing loos, and soon to be improved showers.  A 
great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before 
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available and no overcrowding. For keys and bookings 
phone Rex Vink 352 5327; or if he’s away, John Easton 337 1941; or if they’re both away, Dave 
Watson 981 7929 (or pager 026 252 3284). Hut fees are $6 member, $6 member’s partner, $12 
non member, $4 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Rex 
when you get back. 
 
SOCIAL SCENE: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre 
(Watling Lounge) Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits 
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384 6425. 
 
TRIPS: Unless otherwise stated, trips depart outside Shell Carlton Corner Service Station (see 
page 2 for details). Day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on Fridays. 
If you have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser 
(listed at top of the page). 
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Notices 
 

DEPARTURE VENUE: Trips depart from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station, 1 Papanui Road, 
between Burger King (who said Elvis was dead) and Liquor Land (opposite Derby Street). If you 
aren't taking your car on the trip, you will have to park on one of the nearby side streets, as you 
may come back to a wheel clamp, or have had your car towed! If you are taking your car we 
would like to encourage you to refuel at Shell Carlton, as they have been kind enough to hold 
onto our trip lists. LEADERS: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' 
toolbox) and post the trip list into the locked box. If anyone turns up after this, the service station 
has a key to open the box. Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL: If you would like to receive your newsletter and general news by 
e-mail, please let Linda Lilburne know at LilburneL@LandcareResearch.co.nz.  

CTC STICKERS: The club has had some Christchurch Tramping Club stickers printed for 
members to stick in hut books when they visit one. Contact Sandi Keenan 389 6400 if you 
would like some. 

ROCK CLIMBING COURSES: Learn to climb safely and confidently with professional instructors 
– all abilities catered for. Private classes can be arranged. Discount to CTC members. Phone 
Cliff at Vertical Ventures 332 8571. 

OLD MEMBERS: Bernard Parawa’s in the members list is incorrect, the correct number is 
981 4931.  Dave Henson’s number has also changed, the new number is 942 3954. 

MEMBERSHIP DATABASE: We try to keep the club membership database up-to-date, so if you 
know of any updates, errors or omissions, give Rex a ring on 352 5327, and help us get it right. 

CLOSURE OF MUELLER HUT: The Mueller Hut rebuilding has been delayed until December, 
so the old hut will remain open until then. 

WANGANUI TRAMPING CLUB JUBILEE: The Wanganui Tramping Club are having their 50th 
Jubilee celebrations Labour weekend 26 - 28 October 2002. Replies of interest to: Russell 
Donaldson, 6 Stratford St, Wanganui. Phone A/H 0-6-344 2275 russelld@clear.net.nz . 

RENEWALS: Apparently there are still a number of outstanding subs that need to be renewed.  If 
this is you, then please come to club and pay Nellie or post a cheque to PO Box 527 including all 
the relevant details. 

VANUATU: Any one for a kayaking/walking/snorkelling in Vanuatu?  Jeff and Lynette are 
planning to go there for 2 weeks in October and wondered if anyone else was interested in going 
at the same time.  They are imagining easy grade walks and lots of sunshine and swimming 
although there is an active volcano or two to climb. The kayaking is an organised trip with Cutting 
Edge Kayaking Co - run by an Australian Derek French.  He uses sit on (rather than sit in) 
kayaks so you don't need to be experienced.  They have seen slides of the trip from a guy in the 
Sea kayak club who really enjoyed it. They are looking at the 7 day trip on the west coast of Efate 
(which is the island Vila is on) starting on October 6.  Derek is offering a discount for bookings of 
2 (or presumably more) people.  For the two people it is AUD2,200 for the 7 days (approx 
NZD1400 each).  Airfares are still being sorting, but it looks like somewhere between $500 and 
$800 return from Auckland with Air Vanuatu – seems extraordinarily cheap.  They intend to check 
out one or two of the other islands in the second week with some walking/tramping. Cutting 
edge's web address if you want to check it out is http://www.cuttedge.net/default.htm . The Lonely 
planet address for Vanuatu is http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/pacific/vanuatu/ If you are 
interested email or ring us nikau@clear.net.nz or 332 9251  –  Lynette Hartley and Jeff Hall 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 
Thursday 29 August Club Night 
Newsletter folding, plus a tour by Dave Watson to the popular Routeburn Track (as it was in the 
70s) as well as the Abel Tasman Track. 
 

Weekend 31 August and 1 September Leader: Craig Beere 355 7313 
HOPE - KIWI - LAKE SUMNER: Another great winter trip, on good 
tracks to a big hut.  This is classic tramping country with winter snow 
adding to the scenery.  Andrew will visit the Lake Sumner lookout on 
the Kiwi Saddle before returning down the valley. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Map: M32 L32 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 22 August 

 

Weekend 31 August and 1 September Leader: Phillip Tree 349 3670 
PITO PEAK: A trip into some of the Central South Island's most 
spectacular scenery.  Pito peak is 2419m high, but is a straight 
forward climb.  Ice axe and crampons required.  The view from the 
top is truely wonderful. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: J35 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 22 August 

 

Sunday 1 September Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929  
MTB RIDE, PORT HILLS: Leave from Dave's place for a trip with 
pedals instead of boots. We'll head up Rapaki Track, down Bridle 
Path, up Evan's Pass and back via Sumner. Bound to find a coffee 
shop on the way. NOTE 9:00 am START. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: No need 
 Approx: $0 
List closes: 29 August 

 

Thursday 5 September Club Night 
Slide show of Vietnam by Alan Ross.  We will stay on the south side of the old DMZ (reading this 
with an American accent sounds best, [better still, reading out loud. ed.]).  So we will spend some 
time in Ho Chi Minn city and some cities north.  There are lots of people shots and some feeling 
for the culture. 
 

Weekend 7 and 8 September Leader: John Hensen 342 3311 
CAMERON HUT - ARROWSMITHS: With the stunning backdrop of 
the jagged Arrowsmith Range behind it is hard to get a better view 
than the one from the Cameron Hut in winter.  A good moderate trip 
up the tussocky Cameron Valley leads to the Hut.  Return on Sunday 
the same way. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: J35 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 29 August 
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Sunday 8 September Leader: Jim Western 328 7762  
BROKEN HILL - TRIG O: Leave the cars at Cave Stream Carpark 
and head North to the summit of Broken Hill, traverse to Trig O and 
return via Broken River.  Easy climbing if you're a beginner in the 
snow.  Great views of the Castle Hill basin. 

 Grade: Mod-Hard 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 5 September 

 

Sunday 8 September Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400  
WINE TRAIL: Visit such wineries as Waipara Springs, Muddy 
Waters, Canterbury House and Torlesse.  We'll probably stop for 
lunch at one of the above.  Should be a fun day.  See Sandi for start 
time. 

 Grade: Red/White 
 Map: No need 
 Approx: $50 
List closes: 5 September 

 

Thursday 12 September Club Night 
The Brown Danube by Jonathan Carr.  This is what Jonathan said – "I went to Hungary for 
caving and tramping, mainly in the North near the Slovakian border (Aggtellek National Park also 
a World Heritage area) and to the Bukk National Park, and to Lake Balaton, where I saw the total 
eclipse on the sun in 1999".   So, as usual, sure to be good. 
 

Weekend 14 and 15 September Leader: Sandi Keenan 389 6400 
HANMER BASE CAMP: Always a popular social weekend.  A 
Hanmer Base Camp offers tramps for all grades from easy strolls to 
harder trips, or maybe just lazing around in the hot pools.  Be quick to 
secure good accommodation. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: M32 N32 N31 
 Approx: $30 - $40 
List closes: 5 September 

 

Weekend 14 and 15 September Leader: Les Hayes 339 2060 
MT SIBBALD: This 2800m mountain is in the Godley Valley above 
Lake Tekapo.  Les is going to climb it from the MacAuley river, four 
wheel driving to the flash new MacAuley Hut on Friday night.  Ice axe, 
crampons and climbing gear essential.  4WDs Welcome.  Please 
book early. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: I34 
 Approx: $45 
List closes: 5 September 

Sunday 15 September Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931  
GODLEY PEAK: 2087m is a long snow climb from the south bank of 
the Rakaia River.  Great views into the head of the Rakaia.  Ice axe, 
Crampons and all the winter gear required. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 12 September 

 

Sunday 15 September Leader: Lynda Watson 981 7929  
VERNON – RAPAKI CIRCUIT: Lynda's stamping ground at her back 
door; head up Albert Terrace valley to Dry Bush and on to Mt Vernon. 
Return via Rapaki Track, back to Vernon Terrace for afternoon tea. 
NOTE 9:00 am START. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: No need 
 Approx: $0 
List closes: 12 September 

 

Tuesday 17 September Social Night 
Meal out at Captains Mistake, 12 Curries Rd, Hillsborough.  Its a 6:00 pm (family friendly) 
meeting time. As usual please put your name on the trip list or phone Alan on 384 6425 or 
alanross@biolab.co.nz  before 15 September thanks. 
 

Thursday 19 September Club Night 
What food do you take tramping?  What great ideas do you have that you can share with the rest 
of us.  Bring examples of the packets, etc.  What is light, easy to cook and has lots of calories? 
Share you favourites with us. 
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Weekend 21 and 22 September Leader: Adrian Sullivan 381 5417 
KOWHAI – HAPUKU: A very interesting trip in the Seaward Kaikoura 
range, crossing a saddle between the two river valleys.  Tracked 
most of the way, this trip has a great variety of terrain, river flats, 
gorges, bush and a tussock saddle, with a wonderful backdrop of 
snow covered mountains.  Ice axe required. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: O31 
 Approx: $40 
List closes: 12 September 

 

Sunday 22 September Leader: Don Carnielo 338 9865  
WHARFDALE TRACK: In the Mt Oxford - Lees Valley area, the 
Wharfdale track winds around various gullies along a gentle gradient 
which eventually becomes steeper going into the head of the Lees 
Valley.  You cross the Townshend river a few times coming out at the 
Lees Valley road. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 19 September 

 

Thursday 26 September Club Night 
Pick the baby photo and newsletter folding night.  We will have a line up of baby photos of your 
committee.  Your mission will be to correctly name all the babies form the choices presented.  A 
major prize will be presented to the most accurate person.  Will be fun! 
 

Sunday 29 September Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929  
BENMORE: In the Big Ben Range in the Canterbury Ranges.  
Walking in some beech forest then open tops.  Start from Lake 
Lyndon road and climb a long gentle spur to the summit.  We'll find 
an interesting way down via the valley. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 26 September 

 

Weekend 28 and 29 September Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
BLACK HILL - CHEST PEAK: Black Hill hut is perched on the 
bushline behind the Lees Valley in the Puketeraki Range.  The plan is 
to climb to the hut on Saturday and to walk toward Chest Peak 
(1936m) before returning to the Valley on Sunday.  Ice axe required. 

 Grade: Mod/Hard 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 19 September 

 

Thursday 3 October Club Night 
Video night  We have a video titled  STAYING ALIVE  from the Mountain Safety council.  A 
technical mountaineering training film. Contains step by step information on the basics of 
mountaineering.  Runs for 1 hour 15 min and was made in 2001.  This is the most up-to-date 
video around. 
 

Saturday 5 October Leader: Chris Curry 351 5913 
THREE DEANS: In behind Amberley in the foothills.  A nice day walk 
with some scenery. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 3 October 

 

Weekend 5 and 6 October Leader: Gareth Gilbert 338 2443 
CASS LAGOON: A classic Canterbury tramp visiting 2 beautiful 
valleys in the Cragieburn Forest Park.  There is 6-7 hours tramping 
each day with a saddle to cross on both days.  Saturday will be at the 
large comfortable Hamilton Hilton. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 26 September 
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Weekend 5 and 6 October Leader: Ian Dunn 942 3954 
SUDDEN VALLEY EXPLORATION: Ian is planning to explore the 
area around the Sudden Valley.  Talk to him regarding the final route, 
but The Dome, Mt Scott and Red Deer Stream were on his list of 
interesting places to go.  Ice axe and crampons required. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 26 September 

 

Thursday 10 October Club Night 
Slide show of a Xmas trip 01/02 by Peter Eman.  Ahuriri (west of Ohau) and out the Hunter.  
Peter will show us what can be achieved in marginal weather and why they ended up some 
150 km (by road) from the cars when it was a round trip! 
 

Saturday 12 October Leader: Sandi Keenan 981 9583 
WOODED GULLY MT THOMAS: In the Mt Thomas Forest area.  A 
slight variation on the ever popular Mt Thomas to add some interest 
to the trip. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Map: M34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 10 October 

 

Weekend 12 and 13 October Leader: Flo Roberts 389 1170 
BUCKLAND PEAK: This is at the north end of the Paparoa Range 
and a small hut is located at the head of a track up from the Buller.  
Just outside the new wilderness area, this is a wild beautiful spot. 

 Grade: Mod/Hard 
 Map: K29 
 Approx: $45 
List closes: 3 October 

 

Weekend 12 and 13 October Leader: John Henson 342 5311 
INTERMEDIATE SNOWCRAFT COURSE: An instruction weekend 
for those wishing to advance their snow skills.  Techniques for glacier 
travel, basic rope work, belay anchor placement and prusiking will be 
taught.  Crampon, ice axe and harness required.  Limited numbers. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: TBA 
 Approx: $30-$40 
List closes: 3 October 

 

Weekend 19 and 20 October Leader: Ruth Tramschek 326 7833 
OTEHAKE HOT POOLS: One of the club's best social trips.  A 
relatively easy tramp in (as long as the river is low), we camp beside 
the pools and soak all night. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 10 October 

 

Sunday 20 October (to be confirmed) Leader: Paul Ashton 358 5570 (to be confirmed)  
CHEST PEAK: Chest peak is at the crest of the Puketeraki range 
and offers great views of both the mountains and the foothills.  Get to 
the top of chest peak from a ridge off Mt Storm.  Ice axe and 
crampons may be needed so check with the leader before the day 
starts. 

 Grade: Mod/Hard 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 17 October 
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Labour Weekend 26-28 October Leader: Ruha Goodwill 981 2256 
FAMILY BASE CAMP: At Arthurs Pass Club Hut. This trip leaves on 
the Saturday morning of Labour Weekend at 9:00 am for a leisurely 
drive to the Club hut.  In the afternoon we will go for a short walk and 
then return for a shared meal.  On Sunday we will tramp the two 
hours to the Bealey Spur hut for lunch. 
 

On our return we will eat out at the local restaurant and drive home 
the next day. If the weather is poor on Sunday we will try for the 
Bealey Spur hut on the Monday. This trip replaces the proposed 
Kaikoura base camp. 

 Grade: Family/Easy 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 17 October 

 

Labour Weekend 26-28 October Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
SKI TOURING MT COOK: The plan is to fly into the Tasman Saddle 
area for the weekend by ski plane and to explore and ski the 
surrounding area including (hopefully) the Murchison Headwall.  
Numbers limited to good skiers only. 

 Grade: Ski 
 Map: I35 I36 
 Approx: $Lots 
List closes: 17 October 

 

Labour Weekend 26-28 October Leader: Stu Smith 343 1065 
MT HUNT – OTEHAKE: The plan is to walk up the Poulter River to 
attempt Mt Hunt from the back, then descend to the Otehake before 
returning over Walker Pass into the Hawarden.  Talk to Stu for more 
details. 

 Grade: Mod/Hard 
 Map: K33 L33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 17 October 

 

Labour Weekend 26-28 October Leader: Don Carnielo 338 9865 
LAKE SUMNER – THREE MILE – HURUNUI: A great long weekend 
in easy tramping country around Lake Sumner visiting Hope Kiwi Hut, 
Three Mile Hut and returning via the main Hurunui valley.  Talk to 
Don for more details. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M31 M32 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 17 October 

 

Labour Weekend 26-28 October Leader: Alastair Brown (Freddie) 343 5111 
THE MINARETS: Freddie is planning to climb this mountain in the Mt 
Cook area.  To the best of his knowledge it is the easiest 3000m peak 
in the park. Walk up the Tasman Glacier to De La Beche Hut on 
Saturday for an (alpine start) attempt on the summit on Sunday.  Ice 
Axe, Crampons, Harness, etc required. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: H35 H36 
 Approx: $60 
List closes: 17 October 

 

Labour Day Monday 28 October Leader: TBA 
RAKAIA GORGE WALKWAY: Start near the camping ground near 
the bridge.  Head along a well formed track towards the old mine.  A 
classic club trip, that is always popular. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 24 October 
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Trip Report 
Coleridge pass – Red Hill 

Saturday 17, August 2002 - K35 
 
All the weather forecasts predicted the southerly 
to come late in the day.  So the nine keen guys 
who met at the Shell Service Station were in a 
chirpy mood.  We went through some low cloud 
at Porters Pass; but as we started up the road to 
Porter Heights Ski Field the blue sky opened up 
above us. 
 
Parking just below the Ski Lodge we headed up 
the upper Porter River valley at 9:45 am.  Very 
soon we were stripping off an outer layer as we 
cruised up the easy contoured country.  By 
midday we were at the Coleridge Pass, with a 
magnificent view over Lake Coleridge that 
seemed just a short way down in front of us. In 
the distance we looked up the upper Rakaia 
Valley.  The Arrowsmith Range and the main 
divide were cloaked in cloud. 
 
As we enjoyed our scroggin stop, tiny snowflakes 
– pin head size – started to float gently down.  
“Lunch at Red Hill” announced Andrew, and as 
we were cooling off quite quickly, it was nice to 
warm up again with the stiff climb to the top.  
The fast party (led by Ron Webster, who 
apparently has a inferiority complex concerning 
slowness up hills) were there in half an hour, with 
the others soon after.  As we climbed up, the 

wind increased and then a clear, almost sunny, 
patch enveloped us.  However that was soon 
pushed away as the early arrival of the southerly 
called an premature halt to our picnic.  In almost 
whiteout conditions, (I remember visibility in the 
50m to 500m range, ed.) with big fat wind driven 
snowflakes, we were pleased to have experienced 
persons with us as headed back along the high 
ridge to the north.  Ron knew the country and 
Chris used to good effect his orienteering skills 
with his map and compass. 
 
After about an hour we dropped off the ridge 
back down to the friendlier weather in the valley 
we had come up.  There was no need to use the 
ice axes or crampons we were carrying, though it 
was good insurance to have them with us.  By 
2:45 pm we were happy to get back the cars and 
be back at the cars and getting our wet gear off. 
The trip took around three hours up and two 
hours back. The vehicles coming past us off the 
ski field had a heavy coating of snow on them.  
After a pit stop at Springfield we were soon back 
in Christchurch all agreeing to having had a good 
day out on the hills. 
 
The party: Andrew Wrapson (leader), Tim Broad 

(scribe), Ron Webster, Alastair Brown, Daniel 
Petherick, Gareth Gilbert, Gareth Rapley, 
Chris Middlemiss and Jose Beobide (a Basque 
from Spain). 

 
 
 
 
 

Obituary 
On 16 August, we lost another old club member, Richard Kennaway.  He was an active member in the late 
sixties and supported the club as an associate member until his death.  Richard came to New Zealand from 
England and did a lot of daytrips with us.  He was 67. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alastair Brown (Freddie) is the Minister of Truth editor.  
Please send articles for the October newsletter to him by Friday 27 September.  

Email: alastairgbrown@yahoo.com.au or Telephone 343 5111.  


