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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages and runs tramping trips 
every weekend ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required). We also organise instruction courses and hold weekly social meetings. Membership 
rates per year are $32 member, $38 couple, $16 junior or associate. 
 
EQUIPMENT HIRE: The Club has a range of equipment (tents, ice axes, crampons, harnesses, 
large and small weekend pack, billies and a mountain radio) for hire to members at reasonable 
rates. Contact Gear Custodian, Bernard Parawa 981 4931. Note: Club gear assigned to you to 
carry on a trip is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
 
Our CLUB HUT in the Arthur’s Pass township has the comforts of home but with the mountains 
at the back door. Even better now with inside flushing loos, and soon to be improved showers. A 
great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please book before 
leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available and no overcrowding. For keys and bookings 
phone Andrew Wrapson 381 5417; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352 5327; or if they’re both away, 
Dave Watson 981 7929 (or pager 026 252 3284). Hut fees are $6 member, $6 member’s partner, 
$12 non member, $4 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell 
Andrew when you get back. 
 
SOCIAL SCENE: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre 
(Watling Lounge) Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital). A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits 
served. If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384 6425. 
 
TRIPS: Day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on Fridays. If you have 
comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at top of 
the page). Unless otherwise stated, trips depart from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station, 
1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street). If you aren't taking your car on 
the trip, you will have to park on one of the nearby side streets, as you may come back to a 
wheel clamp, or have had your car towed! If you are taking your car we would like to encourage 
you to refuel at Shell Carlton, as they have been kind enough to hold onto our trip lists. Leaders: 
Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the trip list into 
the locked box. If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the box. Spare 
key holders are listed on the box. 
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Notices 
EMAIL: If you would like to receive general notices and the newsletter by e-mail (including last 
minute trips and the list of member email addresses), please let Linda Lilburne know at 
LilburneL@LandcareResearch.co.nz.  

CTC STICKERS: The club has had some Christchurch Tramping Club stickers printed for 
members to stick in hut books when they visit one. Contact Sandi Keenan 981 9583 if you 
would like some. 

MEMBERSHIP DATABASE: We try to keep the club membership database up-to-date, so if you 
know of any updates, errors or omissions, give Rex a ring on 352 5327, and help us get it right. 

NEW MEMBERS: A warm welcome to Alan Herd, Jenny Harlow, George Bridgeman, Simon 
Rodwell, Tony Foley, Stephen Heald, and Keith Johnson. 
 
PARKA WANTED: Does anybody have a Fairydown Gortex “Anorak” L or XL they would be 
interested in selling. These were available about 5 years ago and I only saw green ones. They 
are designed for cycling with the long back flap, thumb holes and pack away bum bag. Am 
prepared to pay well for one in good condition. Email wnevill@stpats.school.nz or tel (04) 380-
9929 
 
NEW HUT ON BANKS PENINSULA SUMMIT WALKWAY 
Harry Ell's historic vision of a tourist route across the summit ridge of the Banks Peninsula has 
recently been given a new boost. A new private trampers hut, situated high above Little River, 
now offers overnight accommodation for walkers seeking to traverse the scenic summit route. 
Trampers can now undertake this spectacular sub-alpine tramp from Lyttelton Harbour to the 
Hilltop, Akaroa, with comfortable mountain hut accommodation. The Sign of the Kukupa Hut 
(private) now combines with the historic Sign of the Packhorse Hut (DoC) to offer either two or 
three day walking options. 
 
The Banks Peninsula Summit Walkway is part of an historic scenic road that was proposed to link 
Christchurch and Akaroa along the summit ridges of the extinct peninsula volcanoes. The 
unformed section of that surveyed route is now a multi-day pedestrian walkway through the 
rugged heart of the Banks Peninsula and provides spectacular views of its isolated bays and 
valleys as well as access to some of the areas largest and most significant remaining forest 
reserves. 
 
Between the pockets of forest remaining today evidence of past forest clearance is revealed by 
vast areas of Totara stumps and felled trunks which have weathered on the exposed ridge tops 
for more than a century, a sight which at the same time is both appalling and beautiful. On fine 
days the views also extend to the Canterbury plains and the Southern Alps beyond, making for a 
magnificent walking experience. 
 
The walk is rated moderate with some strenuous sections. As the route is entirely along sub-
alpine open ridge tops with very little natural shelter, weather conditions can be extreme at 
anytime of the year. A good weather forecast is essential to the enjoyment of this route. 
Trampers should be fit, experienced and equipped to handle low visibility, strong winds, low 
temperatures, rain and snow. 
 
The 6 bunk 'Sign of the Kukupa' hut is privately owned and is locked at all times. It is available 
only by advance booking. It sits on private land adjacent to the walkway, which is being managed 
for conservation purposes. Only authorised visitors are permitted to enter the property. 
 
Enquiries and bookings to (03) 349 3607. 
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AGM 
Three motions were passed at the AGM with the effect that: 
• Membership subscriptions will increase to $35 (for a single member), $55 (for a couple) and 

$18 for associate members, 
• Non-members will be charged $2 per day trip and $5 per weekend trip, 
• Subscriptions will be reduced by $5 for those members who elect to receive their newsletter 

by email only. 
Elected officers are Patron (Dave Henson), President (Dave Watson), Senior VP (John Henson), 
Junior VP (Andrew Turton, Club Captain (Sandi Keenan), Secretary (Michele McNight), 
Treasurer (Andrew Turton), Weekend Trip Organiser (John Henson), Day Trip Organiser 
(Warwick Dowling), Hut Convenor (Andrew Wrapson), Social Convenor (Alan Ross), Gear 
Custodian (Bernard Parawa), and Auditor (Greta Vink).  
The general committee comprises Gareth Gilbert, Joanne Boereboom, Alice Yung, Keith 
Johnson, Kaye Sera, Rex Vink. 
 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Weekend 10 and 11 May Leader: Stu Smith 342 1065 
ROCKY CREEK – GRIFFEN CREEK: Stu is going to have another 
go at this interesting West Coast trip with its mix of river flats, rocky 
gullies and a little scrub. The tracks are overgrown so there may be a 
little track clearing along the way 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 1 May 

 

Weekend 10 and 11 May Leader: Keith Johnson 388 1332 
DOCTORS CREEK – HOKITIKA CATHMENT: For those recovering 
or in need of recovery (probably all those who went with Keith to the 
Valley of Darkness) come with Keith to Doctors Creek for a weekend 
of moderate bush bashing just south of the Hokitika River (see 
Tramping in the Southern Alps: Arthurs Pass to Mt Cook Pg 118). 
Bring gold pan and insect repellant. West Coast bush at its best. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: J33/J34 
 Approx: $40 
List closes: 1 May 

 

Sunday 11th May Leader: Claire Burgess 981-9583 
MT RICHARDSON: The Mt Richardson track starts at Glentui picnic 
area and follows the waterfall track, then climbs steadily up the 
ridgeline. Some steep sections, but great views of Lees valley. Return 
the same way. 

 Grade: Mod 
 Map: L34 & M34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 8th May 

 

Sunday 11th May Leader: Warwick Dowling 366-2045 
RIBBONWOOD STREAM: Located at the very end of the 
Craigieburn range. There is a short gorge before the stream opens 
into a basin. From the top of the stream travel to the tops and back 
down. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 8th May 

 

Tuesday 13 May Restaurant 
Meal out at Spagalimis Pizza restaurant. Arrive from 6pm (a family friendly time) at the location of 
155 Victoria St. These Pizzas are much much better than those very commercial brands. 
 

Thursday 15 May Club Night 
Bolivian Journeys 2002. Sue and Grant’s tour starting in Chile Norte to Bolivia including Salar de 
Uyuni, Potosi, La Paz, Lago di Titicaca, Camino de Muerte, Cordillera Real and Apolabamba. 
Includes sightseeing, trekking, mountain biking and mountaineering. Come and hear whether 
they reached the top or not! Bolivia is supposed to be the Tibet of South America, so sure to be a 
great show to an unusual part of the world.  
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Weekend 17 and 18 May Leader: Ruth Tramschek 326 7833 
OTEHAKE HOT POOLS: One of the CTC classic social trips. A 
relatively easy tramp in as long as the river is low, we will camp 
beside the pools and soak all night. Bring food for a special feast and 
liquid refreshment. (Ruth has a special alcohol permit). This trip is 
always a club highlight that is talked about for weeks after. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 8 May 

 

Sunday 18th May Leader: Ian Dunn 343-2155 
MT ST BERNARD: Mt St Bernard is North of Purple Peak, which is 
on the opposite side of Lake Pearson. The hill is about 1900m high.  
The leader may change the destination of the trip so talk to him first. 

 Grade: Mod/Hard 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 15th May 

 

Thursday 22 May Club Night 
DO NOT COME TO CLUB! See the ad in this newsletter. Mainland have offered us their shop as 
a venue for a club night. Better still than the nibbles they are providing, is the AT LEAST 20% 
OFF EVERYTHING IN STORE just for us and only for this night. Note doors open from 6:30 pm 
and the night ends at 9pm. Bring your credit card and list of gear you need!  
 

Weekend 24 and 25 May Leader: Craig Beere 355 7313 
KELLY RANGE: A 2-3 hour climb up through lovely West Coast bush 
to a big hut. Good opportunities to explore the easy rolling tops in the 
afternoon. Sunday completes the traverse before dropping to the 
Taipo and out to the road. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes: 15 May 

 

Sunday 25th May Leader: Phillip Tree 349-3670 
THE DOME: Approach the Dome via the Edwards river with about 
1200m height gain. Contact Phillip for a description of the route he 
plans to take. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 22nd May 

 

Sunday 25th May Leader: Warwick Dowling 366-2045 
RYDE FALLS: Can be approached from either View Hill or Coopers 
Creek. The Coopers Creek track follows a low bush ridge through 
mixed beech / podocarp forest. Return the same way or via the view 
Hill track. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 22nd May 

 

Thursday 29 May Club Night 
Newsletter folding night. But bring along your raincoat/parka and lets do a comparison of what 
you use. What do you like and do not like about your one etc. 
 

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend 31 May – June 1 and 2 Leader: John Henson 341 8321 
WEST COAST GLACIERS WITH ICE CLIMBING: John’s annual ice 
climbing trip to the West Coast Glaciers. The accommodation will be 
motel-type with a meal out on the agenda, so it is a comfortable way 
to spend a winter long weekend. The days will be spent climbing on 
one or both of these spectacular glaciers. 

 Grade: Mod  
  (but with ice climbing) 
 Map: H35/H34 
 Approx: $60 
List closes: 22nd May 

 

Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend 31 May – June 1 and 2 Leader: Steve Brasch 356 0305 
CENTRAL OTAGO MOUNTAIN BIKE: Probably based near 
Alexandra, staying at a backpackers or a local campground. The plan 
is to do day rides with the possibility of the odd glass of wine. Trips 
include the Old Man Range, parts of the Rail Trail, and a good local 
trip called Woop de doops [presumably a Steve specialty that starts 
and finishes at a vineyard?? - Ed]. 

 Grade: Mtn bike 
 Map:  
 Approx: $60 +Accom 
List closes: 22nd May 
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Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend 31 May – June 1 and 2 Leader: Frank King 942 8368 
TARAHAKA: Situated at the northern end of the Seaward Kaikouras, 
Tarahaka is 2263 m high and has mind-boggling summit views. There 
is a good amount of ridge travel and will mean camping high on the 
range. Winter conditions should make it a challenge. Frank has a 
Plan B for the West Coast in case of bad weather. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map:  
 Approx: $40  
List closes: 22nd May 

 

Sunday 1st June Leader: Dave Henson  
CRATER RIM WALKWAY(with variations): Start from The Sign of 
the Kiwi and walking this lovely track to the left. Great view of both 
Lyttelton and Christchurch to enjoy on this pleasant day walk.  Talk to 
leader about what the variations are. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M36, L37 
 Approx: $0 
List closes: 29th May 

 

Thursday 5 June Club Night 
Northern Vietnam with Alan Ross. We will stay north of the DMZ (read this with a American 
accent) this show. Time will be spent in Hanoi and then go by train way up north near the border 
of China and Laos. We will take a trek up the highest range in Vietnam and get to within a couple 
of hours of the top. A very interesting place to visit. 
 

Weekend 7 and 8 June Leader: Joanne Boereboom 342 5590 
MARUIA BASE CAMP: This is always one of the Club’s best-
attended and most enjoyable base camps. Staying at Maruia Springs 
with 24-hour access to the hot pools, it is a very social weekend with 
trips for all. The Lewis tops, Rahu Saddle, and the start of the St 
James walkway are but a few, so come and enjoy. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: L31 & M31 
 Approx: $40 +accom 
List closes: 29th May 

 

Saturday 7th June Leader: Warwick Dowling 366-2045 
BROKEN HILL-TRIG O: Leave the cars at Cave Stream Carpark and 
head North to the summit of Broken Hill, traverse to Trig O and return 
via Broken River.  Great views of the Castle Hill basin.. 

 Grade: Mod 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 5th June 

 

Sunday 8th June Leader: Craig Beere 355-7313 
RABBIT HILL: A nice walk in the Porters Pass area. A gentle climb 
up the other side of the pass to the top and down the side and along 
some grassy flats back to the cars. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $15 
List closes: 5th June 

 

Weekend 14 and 15 June Leader:Alan Herd 980 6239  
BLACK HILL HUT: Black hill is in the Puketeraki Range. The hut is 
perched at the bush line with great views over the Oxford forest and 
even to the lights of Christchurch. A good hut for a cosy Saturday 
night. Return is the same as the way in. 

 Grade: Mod 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 5th June 
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Saturday 14 June For info: Linda Lilburne 355 1543 
Heights of Winter ROGAINE: A rogaine is a 12 hour cross-country, 
endurance, navigation event on foot, using a map and compass. 
Teams (of 2 to 5 people) are given a standard topographical map with 
about 40 checkpoints marked on it. See http://www.rogaine.org.nz 

 Grade: All 
Where: Waipara area 
Entry closes: 23th May 

 

Saturday 14th June Leader: Andrew Wrapson 381-6003 
MT GREY: An interesting route via a series of spurs from the North 
side. It's only 933m high.  There are other ways up and down so ask 
leader if unsure. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M34 
 Approx: $12 
List closes: 12th June 

 

Sunday 15th June Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
MT CLOUDSLEY: A popular trip in the Craigieburn range.  A big 
climb up the hill from the village to the top at 2200m. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map:  
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 12th June 

 

Weekend 21 and 22 June Leader: Keith Johnson 388 1332 
BIG RIVER GOLD FOSSIKING: A weekend wander around the 
historical gold fields of Globe Hill near Big River by Murchison. This is 
an opportunity to enrich not only your mind but also your wallet with a 
poor but experienced miner. Bring your own gold pan, shovel etc. 

 Grade: Easy-Mod 
 Map: L30 & L31 
 Approx: $45 
List closes: 12th June 

 

Saturday 21st June Leader: Alan Ross 
MID-WINTER BREAKFAST: The annual social event for the club.  
Come along and see who gets nominated for Loo-Loo of the year.  
Sign up at club night or ring Alan to book. 

 Grade: Hard Eating 
 Map:  
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 12th June 

 

Sunday 22nd June Leader: Warwick Dowling 366-2045 
HAMILTON PEAK: This is a good moderate trip with a climb of about 
800m in the north end of Craigieburn range. Go up Hamilton Peak 
and along the range. A few ways back down depending on the 
leader, day and trip members. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 19th June 

 

Weekend 28 and 29 June Leader: Andrew Wrapson 381 6003 
CAMERON HUT - ARROWSMITHS: A great place to visit in winter. 
Cameron Hut looks up right into the Arrowsmith Glacier. The trip 
follows the Cameron River and climbs steadily to this wonderfully 
situated hut. Return is the same in reverse. 

 Grade: Mod 
 Map: J35 
 Approx: $30 
List closes: 19th June 

 

Saturday 28th June Leader: Craig Beere 355-7313 
MT LYNDON - RED HILL: This is behind Lake Lyndon and will be a 
moderate trip.  Ask leader for more details if unsure. 

 Grade: Mod 
 Map:  
 Approx: $25 
List closes: 26th June 

 

Sunday 29th June Leader: Lynda Watson 981-7929 
MYSTERY EASY TRIP: This will be an easy trip somewhere to the 
leader’s liking, ask for a better description nearer the time. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map:  
 Approx: $20 
List closes: 26th June 
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Trip Reports 
Mt Oakden (1650m) 

Sat 8 Feb 2003 

The party arrived at the head of Lake 
Coleridge in two dust infested velocopedes 
at approximately 11:00 am NZDST.  
Commander Dowling decided that we would 
walk down the south side of the lake shore 
from the Motor Camp until we reached an 
obvious assailable ridge (as viewed from the 
Ryton Station (North) side of the lake that 
would make it easier to ascend “the hill” 
(1100 metre climb).   After leaving our last 
messages to loved ones with the Camp 
caretaker, this warm up exercise took 
approximately 30 minutes. 
From the base of the ridge a small amount of 
bush bashing revealed a clear “glow” 
inducing slope upwards.  The angle of this 
slope was accompanied by great views of 
Lake Coleridge to examine when pausing for: 
application of sunscreen and imbibement of 
rocket fuel, or whatever Steve has in his 
trusty thermos.  Two hours later, at the top of 
the windswept main ridge was the first peak, 
90 metres in altitude below Mt Oakden itself.  
We investigated sidling around the south 
side of “the hill” in order to reach the summit 
of Oakden itself, but that was not feasible 
due to the verticality of downward views.  
Whilst being on the look out for used Land 
Yacht sales yards, we then crossed the small 
basin between the ridge and Oakden peak, 
and ascended up onto the summit, arriving at 
2 p.m. 
Some time was spent drinking in the central 
views of the Rakaia basin, and the 
Wiberforce and Harper Catchments, as well 
as sharing Warwick’s smarties and friendly 
banter.   

It was at this time that Simon first revealed 
his rabbit burrowing abilities as he 
disappeared into the tussocks to enjoy a less 
windy environment.  Meanwhile an outdoors 
fashion show was in the making as various 
party members added more apparel in order 
to help their bodies address the resultant 
effects of the copious quantities of keen 
fresh air that was being experienced . 
Then the rapid descent down into the basin 
and on down a 900 metre scree slope, 
resulted in being off “the hill” in smart time 
(or should that have been smartie time!) 
Another highlight of the trip was the 
unanimous decision to share a barrel of 
Coke and Raspberry (eight straws please) at 
the Hororata Hostelry.   
Whilst Commander Dowling was engaged in 
trip logistical calculations, accompanied by 
several monopoly like movements of money 
around the table (do not pass go or collect 
$200), we discovered the wallet shaped 
portable filing system invented, owned, and 
patented by Jenny for her own piece of mind.  
(The security aspects of this filing system 
advertisement have been sponsored by 
Armourguard, security specialists for all 
occasions!).   
After Simon shared his intense dietary love 
of potatoes, and in response to intense 
questioning, Ilan shared his knowledge and 
experience of potatoes, and vegetarianism.  
Warwick and Alan are now suitable converts, 
alas poor Simon. 
Trampers: Warwick Dowling (leader), 
Stephen Heald, Simon Rodwell, Gareth 
Gilbert, Takaya Onishi, Jenny Harlow, Ilan 
Egoz, Alan Herd (scribe). 

Mt Grey, 22nd February 2003 
We did not follow the original plan of starting 
from Onepunga, but it was a very good trip 
all the same. Apparently efforts during the 
week to contact the landowners to arrange 
access had failed. We drove out to 

Onepunga anyway in the hope of finding 
someone home but found only a huge 
collection of assorted dogs and one human, 
all of whom denied authority to give 
permission to cross the land. Never mind, we 
would just go the standard way. Even this 
attempt was nearly foiled by the efforts of the 
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forestry people to rearrange the landscape 
and the roads. The map was in the lead car 
with four men competing over it, so perhaps 
a number of stops for protracted discussion 
were inevitable. It seemed like a major 
achievement to make it to the Grey river car 
park before midday.  
The forestry people had not finished with us 
though: after letting us ascend undisturbed 
(except by wasps) a good way, a luminous 
pink spray canned sign on a tree announced 
‘track closed’. No sign of active logging 
though, so we explored further. Picking our 
way across an area where the track was 
fairly efficiently obstructed and obscured, we 
found – as Jonathan had predicted – that it 
soon cleared again. Carol entertained us by 
recounting some of her experiences at 
Orana Park, including looking for escaped 
circus tigers hiding in the bush at Pines 
Beach (which made tramping with the wasps 
seem positively safe).  
We made it up to the transmitter with no 
further trouble and found a stunningly clear 
view in all directions: everyone with cameras 
promptly went into overdrive. Joanna, 
practising for a photography course, got very 
enthusiastic. At one point (I still cannot make 

out exactly how this came about) we were all 
lying on our backs with our legs in the air 
with the camera focused on our boots. No 
doubt copies will be circulating around April 
Fools Day.  
Artistic extravaganza over, we retreated to 
the bushline for lunch. The wasps were very 
appreciative and managed to get Jonathan 
running round in circles as he tried to eat his 
marmalade sandwich. After lunch we 
descended on the Red Beech track through 
very pleasant bush down to the river and had 
a short break splashing around, adjusting 
cameras, or reflecting on life. The track then 
became a bit steeper and more slippery in 
parts but at least the landing was usually 
soft.  
After getting back to the cars we found our 
way out of the forestry maze and regrouped 
at the very welcoming Nor’ Wester Café in 
Amberley to have tea (or hot chocolate or 
coffee) and cake in the sunshine. All in all, a 
day very well spent.  
Trip members: Jonathan Davies (leader), 
Takaya Onishi, Michael Shanahan, Anne 
Cochram, Julius Mulligan, Jenny Harlow 
(scribe), Carol Garland, Joanna Ibell. 

Inland Pack Track, a.k.a Jonathon’s magical mystery tour. 1/2 Mar, 2003 

We set off from misty Christchurch at 7:15 
am on our long trip to Punakaiki. We arrived 
at the end of the Bullock Creek road after 
several musters and a car shuffle and set off 
walking about 14:00. Despite a dodgy drizzly 
weather forecast we got no rain the whole 
weekend and Saturday was positively 
tropical.  
We wandered along the pack track chatting 
for about 5 kms before Jonathon pulled us 
up for magical mystery excursion number 1. 
Leaving packs on the track to create a Marie 
Celeste image for any other trampers, we 
pushed off into the bush. Jonathon led us 
down into a dry streambed, then along it over 
slippery moss covered smooth rock, to 
where a waterfall drained into a log jammed 
cave. He explained that the cave was part of 
a system we could visit via a dry cave 
entrance back along the streambed the other 
way. It was not simple getting there though, 
following the streambed led to an impressive 

wide and deep cistern type hole, like a dry 
whirlpool, which could not be traversed. We 
had to climb back up into the bush and skirt 
this to get to a point where we could descend 
into a similar hole further along the stream 
with a challenging access point via a helpful 
punga. Once down in the hole we followed 
the streambed round a bend and found the 
cave entrance. 
Immediately Dale and Fiona disappeared off 
in a right hand passage. Latecomers could 
hear them but could not even see their head 
torches any longer. Dale’s star trek like 
enthusiasm to explore, had Jonathon telling 
us “Dale has been to this cave before but 
don’t necessarily follow him!”. Jonathon led 
the rest of us directly ahead for a few 
minutes until we reached a pool of water and 
a wall with a tiny hole in it. He told us the way 
forward was through this hole, in a sort of 
thin ‘partition’ wall of rock. The first person 
through was Bruce, demonstrating gymnastic 
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skills we didn’t know he had. I think his 
contortions may have been photographically 
recorded.  
On exiting the cave, Jonathon was relieved 
to find that Dale and Fiona were not still in it, 
but had come out ahead of us and were 
waiting for us outside. The punga challenge 
was cause for some mirth as we found 
climbing up the punga was more difficult than 
climbing down it. Margie demonstrated agility 
to die for, scampering up it as though it were 
a staircase. 
Back on the track, reunited with our packs 
we walked on to Fossil Creek, and down it to 
Dilemma creek. Then just after another creek 
flowed into Dilemma from the west we all 
stopped for excursion no 2. The obvious 
entrance to the cave was not where we went 
in, but about 30 metres further downstream – 
a crumbly looking muddy angular hole just 
big enough for a person. Jonathon warned 
us that this led to a narrow passage that 
would be a bit grovelly. We were instructed 
not to dislodge anything and told that the 
passage would open out into a cavern with 
wonderful glow-worms. He forgot to tell us 
that the whole cave was also home to large 
numbers of cave wetas, which seemed to 
bother some of our party. As we squeezed 
along the passage, I noticed the rock walls 
were split horizontally with black gritty tar like 
layers protruding a few mm out from these 
splits. Jonathon later told me this was coal. 
When we were all in the cavern we turned 
out our lights and the glowworms turned on 
theirs. The ceiling of the cavern was covered 
with lights like the stars in a clear night sky. It 
was beautiful. We were told that the worms 
respond to music, climbing up and down their 
threads in response to certain tones giving 
the impression of ‘twinkling’. Fascinating! 
We finally made it to the gigantic Ballroom 
Overhang bivvy by about 8:30pm. Space 
was not an issue, which meant that soon 14 
people’s gear was strewn about looking like 
40 people’s gear. The sandflies soon learnt 
of our arrival and that that Tukker was a 
synonym for food! Tukker was soon reeking 
of repellent. At the other end of the tasty 
scale seemed to be Jonathon clad in shorts 
and tee shirt and unaffected by the flying 
piranha. It turned out his secret weapon was 

his tee shirt steeped in natural deet-like body 
odour. 
The following morning most people were up 
around 7:30, having slept well to the sound 
of the moreporks calling. Anne seemed to 
have had an altercation with a possum 
during the night when she found it stealing 
her nuts but it had not reckoned on her 
possessiveness and had to leave with only 
its tail between its legs. Fiona at some stage 
must have got downwind of Jonathon’s 
insect repellent and had pitched her tent a 
long way away. She slept in late and 
eventually when we could not bear the 
bloodthirsty raptors any longer Helen roused 
her. 
The first excursion of the day – cave 3 was 
up Welsh Creek and we left our packs at the 
ballroom while we visited this. Jonathon 
demonstrated a magician’s skill by producing 
a kayak out of the bush since this cave 
needed a boat to explore its depths. Firstly 
the boat was repaired with duct tape then the 
first volunteer paddled into the murky 
darkness. We were entertained while the 
paddler was away by a friendly weka. This 
was of most interest to Tukker who had 
never seen one before.  
This cave had two openings quite close to 
one another but around a dogleg. A stream 
came in at one end via a waterfall and exited 
at the other end – our end. Just as the 
paddler begins to panic in the dark, the dog 
leg is reached and muted light from the other 
end gives just enough light to paddle but not 
enough to put out the glow worms. Once 
round the dogleg, the light increases and the 
waterfall and its opening up to the bush is 
visible, although mostly obscured by huge 
logs. Being in this cave was particularly eerie 
due to being alone and being on the black, 
black water, no one would have been 
surprised to come across Gollum.  
Back we went to the Overhang to get our 
packs and then we set off for the junction 
with the pack track and the Fox caves track. 
Along the way the scenery was dramatic with 
unusual vertical rock walls, water sculpted 
holes and formations everywhere. So much 
walking in water caused Anne’s boots to 
become so confused that first one 
metamorphosed into a flip-flop and then the 
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other followed its example. Anne coped with 
this with admirable stoicism!  
When we got to the DOC warning to be 
careful of slippery rocks(!), we knew we were 
in tourist populated land and then shortly 
after this sign, Jonathon stopped us up a few 
steps of a roughly stepped part of the track. 
We had arrived at the final and most 
energetic of our excursions.  
Babylon is a BIG cave and the entrance is 
200m up the side of the steep Fox valley. 
The climb itself would not have been so bad, 
had it not been for the need to negotiate the 
nettles as well. The entrance to the cave 
showed that we needed to climb down a 
steep rock fall to get into the main part of the 
cave. This appeared to be trickier than it 
actually was, the rock surfaces proved to 
have lots of grip. Anne and Margie decided 
they did not really want to continue and 
turned back. Helen (who had shunned the 
first 3 caves) did join us on the grounds that 
Jonathon would never forgive her if she did 
not visit at least one of ‘his’ caves.  
Ashley led the way – he had volunteered to 
wear the carbide lamp. As we climbed over 
the rocks we started to notice calcite on 
them, this was white and looked slippery and 
wet but was hard and incredibly rough (like a 
cats tongue). Looking around we saw areas 
of stalactites and/or stalagmites in the walls 
and rocks. Soon we had reached the bottom 
of the cave where the water flowed crystal 
clear and patches of sand had built up. The 
roof of the cave was now 40 metres above 

us and only the most powerful of our torches 
could pierce the darkness all the way to it.  
We kept on moving through the cave, over 
rocks, under rocks, round rocks and through 
rocks until eventually we came to the rock 
fall which led to the ‘Gate of Babylon’. This 
gate has been constructed (by DOC) to keep 
casual ‘cavers’ such as us from blundering 
about around some very special formations. 
Dale felt the need to visit the gate and Craig 
demonstrated great courage by following him 
(in view of Jonathon’s earlier warnings). The 
rest of us turned back because we were 
running out of time and Jonathon still wanted 
us to model for some cave photography 
which was going to take a while. Indeed, it 
was while the prolonged setup for this 
photography was being done that they (both) 
caught up with us. They had visited the gate 
and had avoided disturbing anything and 
there was no drumming in the deep. 
Once back on the track it was a half hour 
hike back to the car, then the shuffle to get 
all the cars and a long drive home. Barry and 
Gareth had managed to keep their heads 
down and so managed to avoid a special 
mention for anything. Kerry would have 
managed this too, had it not been for her 
reluctant running over of a rabbit on the 
return journey. 
Great thanks to Jonathon for his specialty 
knowledge of the area and a great weekend. 
Participants : Jonathon, Barry, Ashley, Craig, 
Susan(scribe), Kerrie, Margie, Anne, Fiona, 
Helen, Dale, Tukker, Gareth, Bruce. 

 

The Grand Canyon 
The number of trampers in the party were a 
bit low (one), but having made it several 
thousand kilometers from Christchurch, I 
didn't really want to cancel the trip.  So 
having got up at 5am in Flagstaff, after a 
particularly bad night's sleep, I headed off 
down the Bright Angel Trail at 8am. 
The first thing I came across of interest was 
a sign that read something like "DO NOT 
attempt to go down to river and back in one 
day".  I found this mildly amusing, and quite 
consistent with the lack of information 
provided on the tracks, like nowhere is it 

admitted that that Bright Angel and Kaibab 
trails actually link up.  They do link up and 
that is what I am attempting to do today. 
Onwards and downwards I go, past a couple 
of toilets (I think emptied by mule trains), to 
the 4.5 mile mark. There are more toilets, 
campgrounds, and a water pumping station 
that helps provide water for the 14,000 
vistors they have everyday at the crater rim. 
I saw the first of the Colorado River at a bit 
after 10am, and get to the first of two bridges 
at 10:30am. Here I come across zillions of 
campsites, Phantom Ranch Lodge, a 
corral/stable thingy for the mules, a 
payphone, and some rafters, who are on a 
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200+ mile trip down the river that will take 
them 21 days. 
And so I head back up the Kaibab trail.  I see 
a nice shaded ledge at about noon, so I join 
a Californian couple and their kid for lunch.  
They remind me of the huge hassle it is to 
get accommodation at the river, and also 
remind me of why I decided to do it all in one 
day.  Shortly before the top I come across a 
Mule train that is going slightly slower than I 
am, and am glad that it stopped to let me 
pass. 
I got back up to the rim at 2pm, somewhat 
stuffed, but having enjoyed the experience 
that is radically different from New Zealand 
tramping for the following reasons: 

• I met more people that day than I did as 
a marshall on the Avalanche Peak 
Challenge. 

• I met more mule poo than I have ever 
met in my life. 

• The trip was utterly upside down 
(start/end at top). 

• The vegetation was desert plants, like 
cactii. 

• Condors are much more boring than 
Keas. 

Alistair Brown 

 
Kowhai Valley – Bobs Knob, 

23rd March  
Sunday was a beautiful clear day as 18 
energetic day trampers brushed the cobwebs 
off their boots and headed for the mountains.  
Kowhai Valley is located not far from 
Springfield.  It was an easy walk to the hut – 
the terrain being a mixture of farmland and a 
dehydrated riverbed.  It was relatively early 
by the time we reached the Kowhai Hut and 
after a bit of a snack break we agreed on 
climbing Bobs Knob.   
Alan led us up the mountain face – having 
done the walk some years ago.  We all 
puffed and grunted up  what I shall call Bobs 
Knob.  No one for sure actually knows which 
knob is Bobs!  After numerous breaks we all 
eventually made it to the top.   

At the top we got clear views of Mt Torlisse 
and other surrounding mountains, the views 
across the plains were somewhat hazy.  The 
ground at the top was a soft stone.  After a 
well deserved lunch break it was time to 
continue this epic journey which was meant 
to be easy!  The ridge at the top was 
relatively wide so walking was easy until we 
met with higher ridges still.  We trudged up 
and down scree and along a few ridges 
before the extreme decent.  The descent 
took some time to go down and was spiked 
with spaniards, matakouri and scree.  Once 
down at the bottom we eventually make it on 
to the carpark. 
Whoever labelled Bobs Knob as an easy day 
walk is sadly mistaken.  If ever done again 
please describe it as at least moderate. 
Leader Alice Yung 
Scribe Claire Burgess 

 
 

Please post or email articles for the June newsletter to the Editor (Joanna Ibell)  
by Thursday 22 May 2003 

Email: joannaibell@ihug.co.nz  
Telephone: 980 3824 

Post:78 Cuffs Rd, Wainoni, Christchurch. 
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