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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for hire. Contact the Gear Custodian, 
Bernard Parawa 981 4931.  Note: Club gear 
assigned to you is your responsibility; please take 
care of it. 
Our Club Hut in the Arthur’s Pass Township has 
the comforts of home but with the mountains at 
the back door. – Even better now with real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet 
paper!).  A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book 
before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available.  For keys and bookings phone Andrew 
Wrapson 980 6006; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352 5327; or if they’re both away, Dave Watson 981 
7929 (or pager 026 252 3284).  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member’s partner, $15 non-member, 
$4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Andrew. 
Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can 
give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384 6425. 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm 
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and 
opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side 
streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at 
Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of 
petrol costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you 
have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at 
top of the page). 
Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the 
trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the 
box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

Rates: Tent $3/person/nigh
t  

Ice axes, crampons 
harnesses, snow shovel $4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio $25/weekend  
$35/ k
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Notices 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This 
list is used to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, 
and from time to time a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages 
intended for the list, and requests to join or leave the list should be sent to the above email 
address.  Note that the moderator will check as to the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut 
books when they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: Thanks to the multi-talented Paul Ashton, we now have photos on the web page to 
accompany trip reports.  Please email photos to paul@tourplan.com . 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, call Rex Vink 352 5327 
or email greta-vink@clear.net.nz . 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the 
properties we tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343 2155 
email ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the 
instructions carefully. 
The Committee meets from 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of every month.  The venue 
changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (349 2280 or secretary@ctc.org.nz ). 
We now have three flash new email addresses: secretary@ctc.org.nz , editor@ctc.org.nz and 
newmembers@ctc.org.nz .  Thanks to Paul Ashton for sorting these out for us. 
Bequest: As highlighted in previous newsletters, the club has received $2500 from the Estate of 
Colin McCallum.  If you have any creative ideas on how it should be spent, please get in touch 
with someone on the committee, so we can spend it in the best possible way.  We’ve had a few 
good ideas so far, and we’ll vote on the best idea at the next AGM. 
FMC Executive: The Club has received a formal letter from FMC re nominations for the 
Executive.  There is one definite vacancy this year since the President John Wilson is standing 
down at the end of his 3-year term of office and becomes Immediate Past President.  FMC's 
covering memo also notes that "there may be others who wish to retire".   There are 3 full 
Executive meetings a year.  The formal letter seeks "people who have an interest in the outdoors, 
either in supporting back country recreation or in back country issues generally, who are 
interested in advocating for these issues and who have committee experience".   Current South 
Island Executive Members are Robin McNeill (Invercargill), David Round (Banks Peninsula), 
Richard Wesley (Christchurch).  There are also 2 South Island Vice Presidents:  Rick Barber and 
David Barnes.  Nominations are made by the affiliated clubs (with the consent of the nominee!) 
and nominations must be in by 7 April.  This means that the committee will probably have to make 
a decision at the March Committee meeting (9 March).  If you would like to be considered or want 
to talk to someone about this then please contact the committee (Gareth Gilbert 355 7697 is the 
FMC Liaison Officer, or any other committee member, or the secretary secretary@ctc.org.nz ).   

Classified ads 
Classified ads are available at no charge to CTC members. 

External events of interest: 
www.mountainz.co.nz : A new website that is a source of news, articles, trip reports, photos and 
forums.  They're also keen to get material on your adventures.  www.remotehuts.co.nz might 
also be of interest. 
MSC courses: phone 351 0942.  Check out the website for local courses on tramping and 
climbing related topics. 
Avalanche Peak Challenge: is on 26 February this year, see the calendar item below for more 
details. 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Thursday 27 January Club Night 
Newsletter folding night + the famous cooker races: We will also compare the 
advantages and disadvantages of each model entered.  Bring your cooker if you dare to 
try (and fail) to beat the famous “Ross“ champion.  The winner of the last 3 times in 
heated (pun intended) competition. 
 

Saturday 29 January Leader: John Taylor 942 3012 
Glenafric Beach: East of Waipara, down the Mount Cass Road, 
is Glenafric Beach. John Taylor knows the area well and is 
enthusiastic about going back - there are fossils to be found.  
So, rockhound your way around these interesting beaches and 
cliffs with John. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:  27 January 

 

Weekend 29 – 30 January Leader: Tim Broad 365 8940 
Trip Leader Training Course: At Craigieburn Outdoor 
Education Centre.  A great opportunity for persons new to 
leading to obtain the latest  skills and knowledge; plus a useful 
update for those who have already led some tramps. 
After completing a FMC Leadership course, Tim and others will 
be teaching everybody the skills necessary when leading groups 
into the hills.  All current and prospective trip leaders should 
think about attending this weekend. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: No Need 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes: 27 January 

 

Sunday 30 January (Saturday night camp out/Must contact leader)  Leader: Ian Dunn 343 2155 
Mt Griffin: Mt Griffin (1516m) is west of the Main Divide and lies 
south-west of the Inchbonnie Bluff that is on SH73. There is a 
1400m climb through scrub on an old track. Spectacular views, 
and nice green rock on top. Long day on the tops, therefore will 
travel to start point on Saturday. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  27 January 

 

Thursday 3 February Club Night 
We have Jonathan to once again show us great shots from various club trips.  YOU may 
feature in one of these so come along to an entertaining show. 
 

Saturday 5 February Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980 6006 
Waipara Lakes: In the Waipara Valley area, a lovely day trip in 
good weather. This is a water trip, so come prepared to get wet.  
Can you climb the (optional) unclimbable scree? Can you swim 
to the (also optional) island? 

 Grade: Easy/Wet 
 Map: M33 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  3 February 

 

Long Weekend 5 – 8 February Leader: Keith Johnson 
Havelock River, Disappointment Saddle: Join Keith Johnson 
and visit the Upper Havelock courtesy of the mechanical 
donkey.  4WD to Mistake Flats before walking to the upper 
valley and the tops beyond.  Your chance to get close to the 
gardens in just a weekend. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: I35 
 Approx: $50 
 List closes: 27 January 

 

Weekend 5 – 6 February Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
East Hawdon, Casey Saddle: A fantastic wee round trip in 
Arthur’s Pass.  Travel is up the East Hawdon and over the 
Savannah Range to Casey Saddle.  A good chance to do a trip 
that is not often done. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes: 27 January 
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Sunday 6 February Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
Woolshed Creek Bus Stop: This is a variant of the famous Mt 
Somers walkway, on the lower and western flanks of Mt Somers. 
Once the Mt Somers Hut is reached, return to the Woolshed 
Creek carpark by the Bus Stop route. Cool off afterwards with a 
delicious dip in a pool of the stream. A “must do” trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  3 February 

 

Thursday 10 February Club Night 
Free night to catch up with you tramping buddies. 
 

Saturday 12 February Leader: Adrian Busby 383 4046 
River Crossing Course: This is usually held close to CHCH in 
the Waimakariri River. It is an essential component of a new 
tramper’s training, and a good refresher for those of some 
experience. Bring warm clothing plus a complete change of 
warm clothing. Bring a weekend size pack, preferably, with pack-
liner and filled with spare clothing for pack buoyancy. 
Afterwards, there will be hot food at the BBQ (bring your own 
food). 

 Grade: Easy/Wet 
 Map: No Need 
 Approx: $5 
List closes:10 Feb 

 

Weekend 12 – 13 February Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Mathias – Moa – Mathias: A not often done loop trip involving a 
tops crossing.  Good to get into some big country with 
(hopefully) good summer conditions. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: J34 K34 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes: 3 February 

 

Sunday 13 February Leader: Gareth Gilbert 355 7697 
Mt Binser: SE corner of Arthur’s Pass National Park. This is 
usually a loop route. Go up the track to Binser saddle in the 
bush, and then strike up the ridge on the unmarked route to 
come out on the open tops. Awesome views from Mt Binser 
(1860m). A car shuffle to finish. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L33 L34 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:10 Feb 

 

Thursday 17 February Club Night 
Our own Dave Clark will take us to Mt Kilimanjaro then on to Mt Kenya and on to the 
Ruwenzori Mountains.  Here we will do some snow, rock and ice climbs! 
 

Saturday 19 February  (7:30am start) Leader: Stephen Hoare-Vance 332 6707 
Mt Hutt via Ski Field Road: This is the easiest way to the top of 
Mt Hutt. Park cars at end of ski field road at ~ 1600m. Walk 
tracks to summit ridge and pick up route to Mt Hutt (2185m). 
Return the same way. Tremendous view point. 
 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: K35 K36 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:17 

February 
Weekend 19 – 20 February Leader: Jonathan Carr 351 1574 
Mystery trip: This trip is so mysterious the leader doesn’t even 
know where the trip is going yet.  Weather could be a 
determining factor. 

 Grade: Easy/Hard 
 Map: TBA 
 Approx: $TBA 
 List closes: 10 

February 
 

Sunday 20 February Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
Sudden Valley Biv return: Arthur’s Pass National Park. Start at 
Hawdon Corner. Go up Sudden Valley stream, through gorge, 
and up short section of fixed ropes to gain track above Barrier 
Falls to access open stream flats that lead to biv. Expect to get 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:17 Feb 
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wet feet. Spectacular and relatively easy trip. Only about 400m 
of height gain. 
 

Thursday 24 February Club Night 
Newsletter Folding Night: the usual fun filled origami night. 
 

Saturday 26 February Leader: Dave Watson 980 7929 
Avalanche Peak Challenge: We need about 20 marshals this 
year, to cover the entire 26km course.  We have a number of 
roles to meet your experience and fitness level.  Marshals are 
required to attend a detailed briefing on the Friday Night prior to 
the event.  If you’re interested, Dave would love to hear from 
you, so give him a buzz. 

 Grade: Easy/Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $0 
 List closes: 17 

February 

 

Weekend 26 – 27 February Leader: John Henson 342 3311 
Nina-Duchess-Brass Monkey: An interesting variation of some 
popular trips.  John knows the Lewis Pass area very well and 
those on the trip will benefit from this. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M31 
 Approx: $35 
 List closes: 17 

February 
 

Sunday 27 February Leader: Ruha Goodwill 981 2256 
Gore Bay to Port Levy return: Cheviot coast. This is the 
perfect trip and day to enjoy with your family. The tides are just 
right as you walk along sandy beaches, past headlands, and 
under cliffs. Rock pools and eroded beach platforms entice you 
on the way to the derelict Port Levy. Bring your togs for a swim. 
Hot weather guaranteed! 
 

 Grade: Family/Easy 
 Map: O33 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:24 Feb 

Thursday 3 March Club Night 
Brain Mee will take us to Istanbul then on to Athens (mainly the Acropolis) which wasn't 
finished when he was there.  After that we head to Meteora (Greece) which has 
monasteries perched on huge rocks.  Lastly we go to the Island of Santorini then Crete 
and finally to Rhodes wow! 
 

Saturday 5 March   (Early start - phone leader) Leader: Gareth Gilbert 355 7697 
Mt Misery: Is the north-east toe of the Black Range near Cass 
railway station. It’s name is a misnomer. At 1765m, and a mere 
1250m height gain, it affords a great climb above and views over 
the Waimakariri River and Lake Grasmere. Set your mind at rest 
and enjoy a good day. 
 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:3 March 

Saturday 5 March   (Early Start - phone leader) Leader: Steve Bruerton 322 6196 
Mt Misery Mt Bruce Traverse: Long day, big effort, huge 
rewards. Lots of height gain and loss. Varied topography. Mt 
Bruce could be reached from the road by the standard Lagoon 
Saddle track or by the alternative Broad Stream track and route. 
A trip not often done so catch it while you can. Perhaps carpool 
with the above Mt Misery trip. 
 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:3 March 

Weekend 5 – 6 March Leader: Keith Johnson 
Rafting – Taramakau: Keith has his own raft, which will enable 
members to get a different perspective of this well known river.  
Expect to get wet. 

 Grade: Easy/Wet 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
 List closes: 24 

February 
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Weekend 5 – 6 March Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Mount Bovis – Paparoas: Tramp to the 1252m summit of Mt 
Bovis.  From here there are spectacular views of the Paparoas. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K30 
 Approx: $40 
 List closes: 24 

February 
 

Sunday 6 March Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980 6006 
Le Bons Bay: Eastern Banks Peninsula. We will try the following 
route, or something similar. Park cars near Le Bons Peak on 
Lavericks Ridge Road. Follow road down to Le Bons Bay. Take 
Dalglishes Road onto ridge on south side of Le Bons Bay 
Stream. Continue along ridge to Summit Road where cars await 
after a car shuffle. 
 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N36 N37 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:3 March 

Saturday 12 March   (Early start/phone leader) Leader: Sue Hely 337 5453 
Mt Barron: Lies approximately due west of Otira. At 1730m, it 
has excellent views into the West Coast and mountains around 
Otira. It will be accessed by a loop track. About two thirds of this 
very interesting trip will be above the bush line. Expect about 
1330m of height gain. 
 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:10 March 

Weekend 12 – 13 March Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Griffin - Rocky Creek: A classic West Coasty round trip with 2 
huts, 2 rivers and a low saddle.  You are also likely to come 
across some blue ducks. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $50 
 List closes: 3 March 

 

Sunday 13 March Leader: Adrian Sullivan 331 7188 
Gargarus and Lake Lilian: Glenthorne Station area at 
confluence of Harper River and Avoca River. Gargarus is 1655m 
and presents a 1000m climb. The beautiful Lake Lilian is nestled 
at the north-eastern foot of Gargarus. A beautiful round trip near 
Lake Coleridge.  
 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:10 March 

 

Trip Reports 
3 January 2005 

3 Eat out and climb Mt. Te Kinga 
Over a quiet Christchurch New Years Holiday period, three CTC members got together to decide 
to climb the unfamiliar Mt. Te Kinga near Lake Brunner in Westland.  It turned out that not only 
had Malcolm Carr climbed it in 1962, but he had a family bach available right at the start of the 
walkway! 
At leader Warwick Dowling's suggestion we got away to an early start by leaving the day before 
on Sunday January 2 2005, and headed to Jacksons where we enjoyed a meal from their 
comprehensive menu.  After several cups of tea, in my case, we drove through the lush green 
dairy farming land observing the large bulk of our objective, before arriving at Malcolm's 
compact and comfortable family bach. 
Away at 9am the next day we trudged up the track, undulating at first and then steeper.  Good 
views toward Moana and Lake Brunner before we entered mist.  Above the bush line the 
temperature improved and we traversed several summits before making the highest one 1206m 
at 2:15pm.  Observing some unusually shaped boulders, Malcolm said, "I wonder who put them 
there?"!  Retracing our steps quickly we completed the walk within the sign-posted guide of 8 
hours. 
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After another good meal, this time at the Bealey Hotel we arrived back in Christchurch after a 
full day and a half. 
Warwick Dowling (leader), Malcolm Carr and Stephen Hoare-Vance (scribe).    
23-25 October 2004 

Mt Owen crossover (almost) 
Being a multitudinously-authored account of our meanderings, misadventures, misalliances 
(surely not), muted and not so muted mutterings etc etc on Bernard's amazing Labour Weekend 
Mt Owen adventure 
To keep track of this entire trip you will need to grab a large piece of paper and start plotting 
people, cars, packs, sandwiches ...  In fact, a few models to move back and forth might be 
helpful.   
North to South 
So much hype spouted about the fantastic views and the unusual terrain. 
Such hard work done by Bernard organising a rapidly changing list of trampers. 
So many permutations of who was going where, when, in what, with whom. 
We (five) went in from the northern end, which begins near the Tapawera end of the Wangapeka 
track; they (five plus three) went in from the Owen River to Lake Bulmer.  Our tramp started at 
around midday on Saturday.  Bernard had applied his logistical and mathematical skills to the 
many unknowns and variables involved in the formidable problem of getting everyone 
transported to the right place, with the right gear at the right time with the right keys!  The result 
of this effort had left him exhausted but triumphant although Max tried unsuccessfully to spoil 
this by complaining that this vehicle was too old and that one was unsuitable.  
The ridge route to Billies Knob was the easiest (the book said) so we took this.  It was a steady 
grunt made harder by hot muggy weather.  We were all trudging along in our own little worlds 
when John surprised us all by declaring that he was going back.  It seemed that he was holding 
us up.  We were happy to go on more slowly but he would have none of it.  He assured us that 
he would wait with the cars until the others came down to claim them.  The tearful farewell was 
photographically recorded for posterity and the desertion left Richard and Bernard with very 
spacious accommodation. 
Our leader had lost a man in the first two hours of tramping.  This was not a good omen 
(owen?).  Nevertheless we carried on up to the top of the ridge, sidled a bit and dropped gently 
through beech forest to The Staircase, a steep but short descent bringing us out on the west 
side of Billies Knob.  We sidled along some more, at the bottom of big limestone/marble walls.  
Then we crossed a side stream which was the only running water seen since the start of the 
tramp. 
Just before leaving the bush, where the track meets the creek, is Taplins cottage, an old 
prospector's slab hut which has collapsed in the middle giving a strange profile when first seen 
through the trees.  Granity Pass Hut was only 1½ km away through amazingly colourful 
vegetation of flaxes, olearias and particularly conspicuous red mountain Nei Nei (Dracophyllum).  
The track finally dropped into the dry upper Blue Creek bed and only left it again to climb up the 
old moraine wall to the site of the surprisingly spacious six-bunk hut.  On arrival we were 
greeted with a welcoming cry of "What took you?" from fellow CTC member Gareth Rapley who 
just happened to be there.  By now the visibility had dropped to about 50m and there were no 
views to be had at all.   
At 7:30 we listened to the weather report on the mountain radio, and were depressed to hear 
that the unfavourable weather was likely to continue.  We cheered ourselves up with a small 
campfire until the rain got too heavy.  Bernard put the fire out in true 'boy scout' fashion and we 
retreated to our tents. 
We woke to rain and went back to sleep.  Then the cloud lifted a bit so we could see where we 
were.  We packed up and Gareth headed down while we headed up to the saddle (1540m) 
between Sentinel Hill and Mount Bell.  We stopped there and contemplated the landscape.  An 
ascent of Mt Owen itself was out of the question, but we thought maybe we could still cross over 
to Lake Bulmer.  As we considered this, the cloud lowered even further and it got colder and 
wetter.  No one was pushing to compass navigate across this terrain so we returned to the hut. 
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Crosswords and conversation passed the time agreeably after lunch and one of the hut dwellers 
turned out to be a DOC regional manager from Motueka, who told us this hut was to be replaced 
with a 12 bunker in the near future.  Later in the afternoon when the rain stopped, Bernard and 
Richard went for a sprint up Billies Knob.  While they were away I realised that Max had entered 
the hut and shortly after the other seven trampers turned up.  We were told the crossing had 
been slow since the minimal visibility had meant compass navigation was required.  This was 
hampered by the treacherous karst1 landscape and Ian said the use of a GPS to refix position 
regularly had been essential.   
We swapped stories and Mr DOC (Mark) was very interested in what Jonathon had to say about 
Bulmer and Bohemia, both extensive cave systems under Mt Owen with entrances in the vicinity 
of Lake Bulmer.  
Monday morning dawned wet with low visibility.  This scotched Richard's ambitions to cross over 
and exit the other side in one day, which could have been an option in good weather.  We left in 
dribs and drabs, aware that all of us could not leave together in the two cars down at 
Courthouse Flat.  We made the trip more interesting by returning via the alternative route past 
an old gold mining stamping battery, part of a spectacularly unsuccessful gold mining operation.  
We visited the resurgence of Blue Creek, learning from the information plaque that it flows uphill 
through the marble hillside for 30 minutes, before surfacing and that it is forced up here because 
of a fault. 
The trip home is almost a 'Fawlty Towers' story in itself (read Jenny's report).  Start with twelve 
people needing to get back to Christchurch and one to Timaru, add only two immediately 
available cars, (one of which having such limited ground clearance that two of its passengers 
were ejected 1 km down the road), and two more vehicles 1 ½ hours away at the Lake Bulmer 
track end. This time Bernard's logistical skills were not so effective because he had not added 
into the equation the backing of his car into a ditch on the way out to Tapawera, so 5 stranded 
trampers at Courthouse flat got tired of lunching, drying gear, being eaten by sandflies and 
started walking out.  "Tarantara !"(trumpet fanfare), along comes a knight in shining armour and 
scoops us all up on his horse, galloping off to Tapawera.  Well, it felt like that even though the 
horse was a UTE and two had to be jettisoned from the back prematurely in deference to an 
unsympathetic policeman in Tapawera.  By then though, Bernard had managed to get the car 
pulled out of the ditch and was on his way back to us.  In time, Kieran and John Shrewsbury 
returned to Tapawera to pick us up and after a little more waiting we were all on our way to 
Christchurch. 
We didn't all do what was planned, and those that did, didn't get to see much, but I felt that we'd 
managed to have a good time in spite of it all.  So thanks Bernard for all your brain work and we 
forgive you for the weather. 
Trampers: Bernard Parawa, Pam Crosswell, Richard Lobb, John Shrewsbury, Susan 
Pearson(scribe).  
South to North 
On Saturday morning, five (Jonathan, Max, Warren, Emma, Jenny) of the eight people doing the 
south-to-north crossover eventually made it to the Owen River car park.  There we met Al Wood 
- legendary caver, climber and everything-elser - and three other cavers heading in the same 
direction as us.  The team intending to go north-to-south set off for Courthouse Flat, leaving 
John's car at our end.  We ambled up the Owen River, crossing occasionally, and taking the 
opportunity to examine the old mining relics along the track (attempts to get Max to carry some 
of the heavier cast iron bits & bobs in an effort to slow him down failed).  At Bulmer Creek 
Jonathan (the self-confessed caveman) led us up the cavers' route that starts beside the Creek.  
There must be something in the atmosphere - he became more and more excited the closer we 
came to proper cave country.  The route is not a marked track but is fairly clear until the creek 
goes underground and you start scrambling over the boulders in the dry creek bed.  I found it a 
bit of a mission at times to haul both my pack and myself over the larger ones but help was at 
hand - a powerful boost from behind from Warren at one point almost had me airborne.  A short 
distance further the route launched itself steeply upwards into the scrubby base of the limestone 

                                            
1 Dictionary definition "an area of relatively soluble rock (usually limestone) and mainly underground 
drainage, marked by numerous abrupt ridges, gorges, fissures, swallow-holes, and caverns", which seems 
to capture the general idea, although the swallow-hole part is a bit worrying. 
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bluff and it seemed impossible that we could actually get up the whole thing.  Emma looked 
distinctly unconvinced by Jonathan's assurances that it would be great fun.  After negotiating a 
small rock wall with the help of a rope ladder (apparently put in by Czech cavers unimpressed by 
the original kiwi effort which involved a loop of number 8 wire and not a lot else), with Max 
hauling packs up separately on a rope, we got to the best section - 'caving without going 
underground' is how Jonathan put it.  This involves a ledge or shelf running up through the bluffs 
where you bend, flatten and generally contort yourself to squeeze between the rock and cover 
yourself and your pack in mud in the process - and yes, it was fun.  Once on top of the bluff it 
was an easy wander up through the beech woods to the campsite at Lake Bulmer.  It's a 
beautiful place with the lake at the bottom of a large cirque, camping beside the woods, and 
huge boulders strewn around.   
We observed formal etiquette by paying a call on the cavers' impressively-appointed rock bivvy 
(patio, carefully placed rocks for seats, bolts for attaching tent fly . . .) on one side of the lake, 
set up our own tents on the flatter ground and then headed up to look at the Bulmer Cave.  This 
was apparently only discovered in 1986 and although it is obvious when you follow a cairned 
route to it, the whole area is a mosaic-mass of huge marble slabs - disorienting, fascinating and 
distracting all at the same time - the perfect hiding place for a shy cave.   
Reconvening back at the campsite later we found that Kieran, Ian and Ruth had arrived while we 
were exploring and had had their own look around the cave.  The forecast for Sunday and 
Monday had not been good and although we had remained hopeful, the weather duly followed 
the predicted pattern with rain most of the night and thick mist or cloud in the morning plus 
heavy showers.  The evening's entertainment was supplied by listening to Max organising the 
cooking for part of the group and wondering whether his tent fly would let out as much rain as it 
let in.  In the morning lying in bed seemed like a good idea for a bit, but eventually denial gave 
in to hunger.  We discussed the situation and the difficulty of navigating across the snow-filled 
karst basins in very limited visibility and decided to try it - but only after accepting Al Wood's 
very generous offer to loan us his GPS.  So, out we all trooped, hobitting after Gandalf-Jonathan 
with his walking pole standing in for a staff.  It was not cold while we were moving, but by the 
time we were tackling Castle Hill Basin it was easy to get chilly during the lengthy and frequent 
stops necessary to check positions and decide on the strategy for each short stage.  A slightly 
impatient member of the party was heard to say 'I can't see what we're waiting for' - but since 
the rest of us could see nothing at all except mist and rain, reply seemed superfluous.  The 
navigators (Ian and Jonathan) did the most superb job, using Warren's laminated map and 
altimeter watch, the GPS, compass, and their own previous experience in the area.  Luckily the 
snow was not too thick and we could cross on the marble slabs for most of the time rather than 
risk falling through snow into holes and crevasses.  I was following Ruth for much of the way 
and taking comfort from her apparently calm and purposeful demeanor.  On the trickiest section, 
negotiating a schrund, Kieran and Max were great, and Warren neatly fielded Emma as she and 
her heavy pack slid down a short slope where the snow was too soft to make her self arrest 
entirely effective.   
I don't know if everyone was as relieved as I was when we picked up cairn-marked route through 
Poverty Basin, but only when we had emerged onto the grassy flats past Replica Hill (replica?  - 
do they mean it's not the real thing?) did anyone seemed to remember about food.  Then we 
spontaneously and unanimously dropped our packs in the bog and had lunch at about 4pm.  It is 
truly impressive what a gourmet sandwich an experienced tramper can construct while perched 
precariously on a clump of tussock sticking out above the waterline.  And how does someone 
retrieve a whole avocado in perfect condition from their pack after two days of tramping when I 
seemed to manage to squash objects that I thought were entirely rigid? 
After lunch it was a relatively easy wander down to Granity Falls Hut.  We had been hoping that 
the other group would not attempt the crossover, and were relieved to find them close to the hut.  
By then it had stopped raining, the views cleared a bit, and it was almost warm.  Emma had 
miraculously managed to keep perfectly dry the tent inner that she had heroically carried, and 
she and Jonathan did their putting up a tent double act - which seems to involve wearing it like a 
burka.  More tents were set up - Max generously agreed to help with Warren's little minaret 
rather than use his own fly again - piles of wet gear accumulated everywhere; billies boiled; 
exaggerated tales of adversity were recounted; huge amounts of food were cooked, burnt, 
spilled and eventually consumed; the moon came out beautifully; and various optimistic plans 
were made to sprint up Mt Owen first thing in the morning. 
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Next day was cloudy and misty again, all sprints up Mt Owen were abandoned, and most of us 
mucked around the hut and tried with limited success to entice Jonathan out of his sleeping bag, 
against plaintive mutterings that we were interrupting his beauty sleep.  It is a nice little hut (6 
bunks?) in a good position and well placed to have a look at Mt Owen, Billies Knob etc even if 
you don't want to do the more complicated crossing to Lake Bulmer.  An advance group set off 
to start untangling the cars, which were all in the wrong places, and the rest of us ambled down 
in unhurried fashion (well, apart from Max of course, who preferred to alternate impressive 
speed and non-very-impatient waiting).  The track descends a bit via the stream and then climbs 
up a fair way to go over another large bluff - another good place to look at the rocks and try to 
find more caves - then over the tops and down quite steeply through the bush.  Some of us took 
a side trip to visit the old stamper battery left from the gold mining, which brings you out onto a 
very good broad track along the river which eventually comes out into the Courthouse Flat 
carpark (so called because there was a whole settlement there including the usual four 
hotels/pubs per member of the population and of course the courthouse for the morning after).  
There we found that our speedy advance party had also been seduced by the scenery and the 
gold workings and had only arrived a short while ago themselves.  Bernard set off with another 
car load of people and packs, and the three of us left settled down to wait for the next trip out.  
At that point things got really interesting.  The details are complex but sufficed to say that they 
involve one car having to eject two people (including poor Max, who was desperate to get back 
to Timaru that night to make a 6 am start for Wanaka the next day) on its way out because of the 
adverse effect of five people plus packs on the suspension on the gravel road, hence more cars 
being needed to come back to pick everyone up; tractors; helpful people offering various 
stranded trampers lifts to Murchison and then heading off in the opposite direction;  five of us 
plus packs jammed into a ute;  two of us waiting by the roadside in Tapawera uncertain as to 
whether we would ever be rescued;  five of us learning everything we never really needed to 
know about the gentle art of tree-killing while reading 'The Logger' magazine in the cafe in 
Tapawera for hours;  Kieran and John Shrewsbury heroically driving all the way back from the 
Owen River carpark to Tapawera to pick us all up - Kieran entirely separated from his lunch and 
dry clothes which were in Bernard's car;  treasure hunt chases to locate missing members of the 
group, complete with paper clues left on various cafe doors all around Murchison;  intermittent 
cell phone updates of who was traveling where, in what vehicle, and how much gear they had 
mislaid along the way . . .   
Four days later it appears that most people have been reunited with most of their stuff, Kieran's 
lunch has enjoyed traveling so much that it has set off on its big OE, Max may have finally made 
it back to Timaru, Bernard's car is okay, a great time was had by most of us, and I for one would 
go again.  Many many many thanks to Bernard for organising and reorganising the trip umpteen 
times, to all the drivers - who really had the hardest time of all, to the incredible navigators on 
the Bulmer-Granity Falls crossing, and to everyone else on the trip.  Photos should be on the 
website - including a few select shots of just how much of a car can be fitted into an average 
sized ditch - worth a look.   
Participants on the Owen River to Courthouse Flat totally successful part of the crossover:  
Jonathan, Warren, Ruth, Max, Emma, Kieran, Ian, Jenny (scribe and the person to blame for 
anything you don't like). 
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