
Page 1 of 16   

 

 

THE CHRISTCHURCH 
TRAMPER

Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC. 
 PO Box 527, Christchurch, www.ctc.org.nz 

 We are affiliated to the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc.
Opinions expressed or events described in this newsletter might not actually represent Club policy – we can’t be expected to be 

giving away our secrets. 
 

Vol. 75 April 2006 No. 11 
President Adrian Busby 325 5001 Club Captain Honora Renwick 942 8368 
Vice President Alan Ross 384 6425 Trip Organiser(day) Alastair Brown 343 5111 
Secretary Jenny Harlow 349 2280              (weekend) Alan Ross 384 6425 
Treasurer Malcolm Carr 332 2581 Hut Convener Dave Watson 981 7929 
Editor Alastair Brown 343 5111 Gear Custodian Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Social Convener Sue Napier 338 8926 New Members Craig Beere 374 2392 

 
The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for hire.  The Gear Custodian is Bernard 
Parawa 981 4931.  Note: Club gear assigned to 
you is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
Our Club Hut in the Arthur’s Pass Township has 
the comforts of home but with the mountains at 
the back door. – Even better now with real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet 
paper!).  A great place for a few days away; take 
your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book 
before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave 
Watson 981 7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352 5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 
980 6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member’s partner, $15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If 
you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 
Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can 
give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Sue Napier 338 8926 or email 
social@ctc.org.nz .  Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest 
speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm 
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and 
opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side 
streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at 
Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of 
petrol costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you 
have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at 
top of the page). 
Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the 
trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the 
box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

Rates: Tent $3/person/nigh
t  

Ice axes, crampons  
harnesses, snow shovel $4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio $30/weekend  
$40/ k
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Notices 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This 
list is used to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, 
and from time to time a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages 
intended for the list, and requests to join or leave the list should be sent to the above email 
address.  Note that the moderator will check as to the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut 
books when they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: Thanks to the multi-talented Paul Ashton, we now have photos on the web page to 
accompany trip reports.  Please email photos to paul@tourplan.com . 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337 4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the 
properties we tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343 2155 
or email ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the 
instructions carefully. 
The Committee meets from 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of every month.  The venue 
changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349 2280). 
Club 75th Anniversary:  The club will be 75 years young next year.  We’d love to celebrate this 
momentous occasion, so we’re forming a wee sub committee to sort things out.  If you’d like to 
help out in this way, call Rex Vink 352 5329 or Dave Watson 981 7929. 
Newsletters available from members-only area of web site: There is a new members-only 
area of the club web site.  At present it contains Word and PDF versions of all club newsletters 
from 2002 onwards. Each time a newsletter comes out, it will be made available in the members 
only area and an email will be sent to the club mailing list alerting members to this, and supplying 
login details. On the CTC home page there is a link to the members-only area, as well as contact 
addresses for those needing login details (who aren't on the club email list, or who can't wait until 
the next newsletter comes out to get login details). If you haven’t got login details already, get 
them from Jenny Harlow (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349 2280) or Susan Pearson 
(susan@toniq.co.nz or 337 4914). 
Crampon Retention: Just a wee reminder that stuff attached to the side of your pack is liable to 
come off, if not securely attached, especially when bush bashing.  Many CTC members have 
bitter memories of having lost valuable stuff in such a way (editor included).  Remember that 
crampon patches are not necessarily to be trusted, and anything tied on needs at least one 
backup connection point in case of failure. 
Mountain Radio: The Canterbury Mountain Radio Service has changed its address to c/- 
Ballingers Hunting & Fishing, 173 Montreal Street, P.O. Box 22-342, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Mountain Radio Fees: Mountain Radio Fees have gone up to $30 for a weekend and $40 for a 
week. 
Subscription renewals: We are sending out subscription renewals early this year, partly to fit in 
with Susan's overseas trip (thanks for all the work on the renewal notices Susan and have a good 
time) and partly to try to get subs in promptly.  Your current sub runs to 30th April:  you can 
choose to pay now or after 30th April but please do pay promptly, or let us know if you do not 
intend to renew your subscription.  It is not a very good use of people's time or club funds to have 
to have to send out reminders and chase people.  Thanks very much for your cooperation and 
have a great Easter. 
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Classified ads 
For Sale: Mountain Designs Gore Dryloft Down Jacket. Medium. Red. Very Good 
condition. $200.  Phone Rene 325 3393  
For Sale: Fairydown Everest Mummy Sleeping Bag . Older model but in very good 
condition. Offers.  Phone Rene 325 3393.  
For Sale: Macpac Cascade Pack Older model but still has life left in it.  Phone Rene 
325 3393 
For Sale: ALMOST NEW, used once.  Salomon tramping/alpine boots.  SM Lite W  Retail 
$500+.  Very comfortable (but too small) - I am looking to replace them with same boot 
but bigger as they are sooo comfortable.  Size is UK 5.5, would probably suit size UK4.5-5 
or a narrow UK5.5.  $180 ONO.  Phone Sharon 339 9563 (day) / 328 7095 (eve) / 
021 1258 158 (anytime) 
Classified ads are available at no charge to CTC members. 

External events of interest: 
The Arthur's Pass Chapel will be celebrating its 50th anniversary at 11am April 17, (Easter 
Monday) which should be an enjoyable occasion and any club members are welcome to attend 
but may well end up outside, where the ceremony will be broadcast.  For more details contact 
I.L. Ford, 03 324 2291. 
TWALK: 24hrs of tramping/navigating in fancy dress (optional)... and with lots of food. Location 
unknown. Tramp to you cover over 120km! May not sound like a fun day walk, but it is!  and only 
2 people on each team have to go the full 24hrs... while the others can be tempted by a stay in 
the hash house during the wee hrs! cost probably around $60 (includes food, transport, 1:50000 
maps, beer and music) 
Locator Beacons:  The current 121.5 MHz locator beacons (the type the club owns and probably 
the type you own if you have one) will be obsolete from February 2009, when monitoring will 
cease.  The powers-that-be recommend that you are fully upgraded to the new 406MHz beacons 
well before then.  See www.beacons.org.nz for more detail. 
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Christchurch Tramping Club (INCORPORATED) 
74th Annual General Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 74TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHRISTCHURCH 
TRAMPING CLUB (Incorporated) WILL BE HELD AT THE PC BROWNE ROOM, CANTERBURY 

HORTICULTURAL CENTRE, SOUTH HAGLEY PARK, 57 RICCARTON AVENUE (ENTRANCE OPPOSITE 
THE HOSPITAL) ON: 

THURSDAY 27 APRIL 2006 AT 7.30PM 
(PC BROWNE ROOM WILL BE OPEN FROM 7PM) 

AGENDA 
1. Confirmation of the minutes from the 73rd Annual General Meeting. 
2. Matters arising from the minutes. 
3. Presentation of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31 

January 2006. 
4. Election of Committee for the ensuing year. 

Committee  
President  
Senior Vice-President  
Junior Vice-President  
Secretary  
Treasurer  
Editor  
Club Captain  
Weekend Trip Organiser  
Day Trip Organiser  
Hut Convenor  
Gear Custodian  
Social Convenor  
Club Patron  
  
And a maximum of 6 other members  

5. Election of Honorary Auditor. 
6. Notified motions 
7. General business 
If you have any motions that you want raised, please contact the secretary beforehand. 
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More about the AGM . . . 
It has been suggested that some more information should be given about the various 
committee positions before the AGM and the appointment of the new committee.   
 

These descriptions are derived from the ‘Duties of Officers’ section in Appendix A of the 
Club Rules & Regulations.  Please see the Rules & Regulations for more detail. 
 

President Preside at general and committee meetings; be familiar 
with proceedings for meetings and apply them; foster the 
harmonious running of the club 

Senior Vice-President Deputise for the President, work with the President, Junior 
Vice President, Club Captain in day to day running of Club 
activities; welcome guests 

Junior Vice-President Deputise for the Senior VP, work with the President, 
Senior Vice President, Club Captain in day to day running 
of Club activities; welcome guests 

Club Captain Encourage the good conduct of Club members on all trips; 
facilitate the announcements and reports at weekly 
meetings; be responsible for carrying out the Club’s rules 
and regulations regarding running of outdoor activities. 

Secretary Carry out the secretarial duties of the Club; general 
correspondence; clear the mailbox; agenda for meetings; 
do the minutes; collate/circulate annual report, filing 
documents with appropriate authorities. 

Treasurer Collect monies owing, make payments owed;  keep 
account books; report receipts and payments to 
Committee; prepare and report on budget as required; 
prepare accounts for auditing, maintain member records. 

Editor Prepare and publish monthly newsletter plus other 
publications if required. 

Trip Organisers Be responsible for organising & publicising trip 
programmes, including finding leaders; prepare lists for 
Club Night. 

Hut Convenor Chair Hut Committee; maintain supplies for Club Hut; 
make recommendations to Committee re Hut; ensure 
various legal requirements are complied with for Hut. 

Gear Custodian Store Club gear and keep it in good order; make it 
available to members (including getting it back!); collect 
payments; keep lists, make recommendations for 
disposal/purchase. 

Social Convenor Organise social programme, speakers etc, ensure 
presentation equipment required is available for speakers. 

The following duties are normally allocated between its members by the elected Committee:  Deputy 
Club Captain, Access Officer (arranging permissions with landowners) , Trip Recorder (keep records of 
trips, collect trip numbers), Assistant Social Convenor (duties include organising supper for club 
nights), 2 new members reps (at least one available at each club meeting, plus maintaining information 
on prospective members, sending them introductory information, newsletters etc, report new 
membership applications to Committee, notify applicants of Committee’s decision), Training Officer, 
Conservation and DOC Liaison Officer (duties include submissions to DOC, attending DOC 
recreational user meetings and reporting back to the Committee), SAR Officer, FMC Liaison Officer. 

Operating the Club requires people to fill these positions, and members interested in 
putting something back into the club by being on the committee are always welcome.  Do 
note that most of these positions do require the holder to make a significant commitment 
of their time, in addition to being able to attend the monthly committee meetings.  Being 
on the committee can be hard work, but it can also be rewarding if you want to get more 
involved in the running of your club. 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Thursday 30 March Club Night 
Newsletter folding night. Come along and assist with the Origami, and then learn about 
mountain radios. We will look into the background to their use, and then how to set them 
up and use them in earnest. 
 

Saturday 1 April Leader: Max De Lacey 03 688 8342 
Deans Bush: Take on the worst Christchurch city has to offer in 
the way of hard tramping.  As we all know, weather in the city is 
totally unpredictable, so ice axe, crampons and full climbing gear 
are all totally essential.  We won’t be mucking about, and expect 
to be finished by midday. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: M35 
 Approx: $2 
 List closes:  30 Mar 

 

Saturday 1 April Leader: Richard Wills 389 8671 
Abseiling Instruction Course: Cracroft Guiding Centre. For 
those of you who were left dangling after the first course, here’s 
the follow up. Learn from the Master and avoid disaster. 

 Grade: Easy/Training 
 Map: No Need 
 Approx: $5 
 List closes:  30 Mar 

 

Weekend 1 – 2 April Leader: Pam Crosswell 338 5511 
Mount Somers Walkway Circuit:  The Mt Somers Society has 
recently completed the south side of the round the mountain 
track so come and walk it. An amazing place with such a variety 
of scenery, ecology, geology and history packed into an 
accessible area. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $30 
 List closed:  23 Mar  

 

Weekend 1 – 2 April Leader: Jeff Hall 332 9251 
Duffy Creek – Lake Stream:  Up Duffy stream then traverse the 
tops, hopefully making the tarns near 1573m to camp.  Continue 
on the tops as time permits then out down Lake Stream. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: L31 
 Approx: $35 
 List closed:  23 Mar 

 

Sunday 2 April Leader: Mike Newlove 355 8360 
Mt Richardson: A satisfying round trip leading up through native 
beech forest on a well marked track to an open scrub topped 
summit. Fine vistas of foothills and plains and west to Lees 
valley and the Puketeraki Range. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: L34 M34 
 Approx: $15 
 List closes:  30 Mar 

 

Thursday 6 April Club Night 
What do we eat on tramping trips?  Bernard is coordinating an evening looking at what 
food is good to take into the hills, how much should it possibly weigh etc etc. Come along, 
and bring your own ideas, even with examples to show others. 
 

Weekend 8 – 9 April Leader:  Required  
South Hurunui:  Mainland island bird watching, hot springs?  Grade: EasyMod 

 Map: L33 
 Approx: $35 
 List closes:  30 Mar 
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Weekend 8 – 9 April Leader: Susan Pearson  337 4914 
Minga – Temple Col: Climb from the Temple Basin ski field up 
to Temple Col. Descend scree and rock into the head of the 
Minga Valley and sidle out to Goat Pass. A special prize for the 
best pyjamas will be awarded. Follow the track down the Minga 
Valley back to the road. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
 List closes:  30 Mar 

 

Sunday 9 April Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Mt Winterslow: North of Mt Somers and south west of Mt Hutt. 
From the summit there's outstanding views including the distant 
Arrowsmiths and the Southern Alps. Mt Cook and Mt Tasman 
can be seen. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $25 
 List closes:  6 Apr 

 

Sunday 9 April  Leader: Bruce Miller 349 3611 
Rabbit Hill: A prominent knob in the Benmore range accessed 
from the top of Porters Pass. It overlooks a fascinating 
landscape near the Torlesse range in the Korowai tussocklands 
conservation park. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K35 
 Approx: $15 
 List closes:  6 Apr 

 

Tuesday 11 April Social Event 
Meal out. We are going to Eraone, a Thai / Malaysian restaurant at 17 Main North Road 
(In the Papanui area), 7pm start. Please let Sue know by email grubbie@ihug.co.nz or 
phone 338 8926 by Sunday 9 April if you are coming, so a table can be booked. 
 

Thursday 13 April No Club Night 
No club night, since it is Easter weekend – have a good tramp. 
 

Easter Weekend 14 – 17 April Leader: John Henson 342 3311  
Conner Creek, Begly Creek, St Arnard Range: A moderate trip 
starting from the Rainbow road to the east of Nelson Lakes and 
spending 2 nights camping on the St Arnard Range tops. Great 
views into Nelson Lakes and some great tops. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: N29 
 Approx: $70 
 List closes:  6 Apr 

 

Easter Weekend 14 – 17 April Leader: Peter Eman 337 3003 
Wilken Young: Haast Pass area. Mossy beech forest beside 
glacial blue rivers. Steep glacier cut valleys rising above to sharp 
pointed rock. Generally easy river valley travel, but it’s around 
900m climb from the Siberia up and over Gillespie Pass. Ice axe 
may be required depending on the weather. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: F38 
 Approx: $70 
 List closes:  6 Apr 

 

Easter Weekend 14 – 17 April Leader: Richard Wills 389 8671 
Toaroha – Frews – Hokitika: West Coast valley and tops.  An 
excellent 4 day trip, that covers a cross section from the 
farmland at 100m almost to the Main Divide.  Some big climbs 
and descents, but mostly on tracks, one day on the tops. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: J33 
 Approx: $70 
 List closes:  6 Apr 

 

Easter Monday 17 April Leader: Brent Crammond 322 4353 
Packhorse Hut: East from Gebbies Pass above Teddington 
(near the silent windmill) Out along the pleasant walkway to the 
restored historic hut nestled in the saddle. Expand your 
knowledge of volcanic features and wind energy and take in the 
views of Lyttelton Harbour and the crater rim. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M36 
 Approx: $10 
 List closes:  6 Apr 
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Thursday 20 April No Club Night 
Scott Fowler is taking us to Antarctica.  Scott spent the winter at McMurdo station 
working for the Americans.  He will show slides and a small time-lapse movie about the 
winter on Ross Island.  These will include lots of excellent photos of the southern lights, 
and general Antarctica shots. 
 

Saturday 22 April  Leader: Gareth Gilbert 355 7697 
Cass Hill – Sugar Loaf: Yep, this is it folks, the big rock candy 
mountain … or is it Blackpool rock? Definitely something to get 
your teeth into. Let Gareth (low GI ) Gilbert be your guide. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
 List closes:  20 Apr 

 

Saturday 22 April  Leader: Philip Tree 349 3670 
Pudding Hill: (Signposted McLennan’s bush) access off Mt Hutt 
skifield road. Just below Mt Hutt with a selection of long and 
short walks starting from an attractive picnic area. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K35 K36 
 Approx: $20 
 List closes:  20 Apr 

 

Anzac Weekend 22 – 25 April (Anzac plus one day) Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Tapi via Hodder  Or Lake Nerine – Park Pass Or… 
If you can’t get away at Easter, or if those 4 days were so good 
you want more, then give Bernard a call and see where he’s 
decided to head. 

 Grade: TBA 
 Map: TBA 
 Approx: $TBA 
 List closes:  13 Apr  

 

Weekend 22 – 23 April Leader: Required 
Black Hill – Chest Peak: A tops traverse along the Puketeraki 
Range above the Lees valley (near Oxford). 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes:  13 Apr 

 

Thursday 27 April AGM 
AGM. Start time 7.30pm. See earlier in the newsletter for more details. 
 

Saturday 29 April Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
Operation No Green Needles – Flock Hill: Transport provided. 
This is a fund-raising Wilding Pine control working-bee for the 
club. We can expect to be transported to the Flock Hill site by 
4WD. Could members who wish to do this put their names on 
the trip list ASAP. 

 Grade: Work 
 Map: K34 
 Approx:  $30 
 List closes: 20 Apr 

 

Weekend 29 – 30 April Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Black Range: We will start from Cora Lynn, climbing up the 
Cass Lagoon track to Lagoon Saddle before traveling west off 
track along the Black Range past Mid Hill.  We will camp the 
night at a suitable site then on Sunday proceed along the range 
to either Bealy spur or to Jordan Saddle.  Bring a warm sleeping 
bag, as it will start to get cold for camping on the tops.  Phone 
the leader for more information. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx:  $30 
 List closes: 20 Apr 

 

Sunday 30 April Leaders: Frank & Honora 942 8368 
Avalanche Peak – Mt Bealy: How did Rough Creek get its 
name? Let’s find out with a circuit in the backyard of our Club 
Hut via Avalanche Peak, Mt Bealy and a lovely scree run. 
Possible night at the club hut. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K32 
 Approx:  $25 
 List closes: 27 Apr 
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Thursday 4 May Club Night 
Newsletter folding / trip ideas night.  Come along to do some origami, and then help 
the committee with coming up with possible tramping trips for the club year.  Now is your 
golden opportunity to have your great ideas or concepts put into action. 
 

Saturday 6 May Leaders: Andrew Wrapson 980 6006 
Mt Oxford from Coopers Creek: Canterbury Foothills and 
Forests.  A popular day hike which starts in beautiful native bush 
near Oxford. Views over Canterbury plains, Torlesse Range and 
Waimakariri Gorge area. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 
 Approx:  $15 
 List closes: 4 May 

 

Weekend 6 – 7 May Leader:  Adrian Sullivan 331 7188 
Moonlight - Croesus:  West Coast tramping near Blackball.  
The Croesus track follows the miner’s footsteps up Blackball 
Creek past several old mine sites and on to the Paparoa Range 
tops.  Similarly Moonlight Creek has many remnants of past 
activity. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K31 
 Approx: $55 
List closes: 27 Apr 

 

Weekend 6 – 7 May Leader:  Flo Roberts 980 7913 
Mt Bovis:  Final details to confirm but likely to be staying at the 
Punakaiki Camp Ground and doing Mt Bovis as a Day trip.  The 
climb is from sea level to 1252m on the Paparoa Range tops.  
Awesome views up the coast and south to Mt Cook if the 
weather is clear. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K30 
 Approx: $55 
 List closes:  27 April 

 

Sunday 7 May Leaders: Ken Brown 359 2000 
Mt Evans - Adderley Head:  Starting near Purau this tramp 
takes in views of Lyttelton harbour, Port Levy and the Pacific. 
There’s an historic signal station and school house along the 
way plus u-boat Capt.von Lucknow’s ‘favourite’ island. A 
beautiful area close to home. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N36 N37 
 Approx:  $15 
 List closes: 4 May 

 

Thursday 11 May Club Night 
Richard Lobb is taking us to The Garden of Eden. A great transalpine tramping trip. 
 

Weekend 13 – 14 May Leader: John Henson 342 3311 
Otehake Hot Pools  About 4 hours walking, up the Taramakau 
Valley and the track past Lake Kaurapataka to the Otehake 
River.  Then up (in) the river to the campsite by the pools.  Bring 
suitable pool excavation tools. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes: 4 May  

 

Weekend 13 – 14 May Leader: Jonathan Carr 351 1574 
Otehake the hard way: For those who like to mix pleasure and 
pain this trip provides a classic crossing of the main divide. 
Traversing the Edwards-Tarahuna Pass-Otehake valley in a 
day... a long day! Meet up with the cruisy people in the hot 
pools... travel light with a fly.. a steady pace should see there in 
10-12hrs. Ideal preparation for Twalk! We may start very early 
Saturday AM or stay in Arthur’s Pass Friday night. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
 List closes: 4 May  
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Weekend 13 – 14 May Leader: Alastair Brown 343 5111 
Mt Snowflake:  This is peak number four in the Seaward 
Kaikouras (after Manakau, Te-ao-Whekere and Saunders).  We’ll 
be heading up on the Friday night, gaining as much height as 
possible, tenting, then knock the summit off on the Sunday 
morning.  Should be lots of fun.  Ice-axe, crampons, helmet 
required. (This is where Sanitarium come to harvest weetbix.) 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: O31 
 Approx: $40 
 List closes: 4 May  

 

Sunday 14 May Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Governors Bay, Gibraltar Rock:  Right in our own back yard 
and familiar territory for Bernard who knows the magic of these 
peaceful hills. A fine Café at the Bay for afters. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: M36 M37 
 Approx: $10 
List closes:  11 May  

 

Sunday 14 May Leader: Nigel Watson 981 7929 (yes, it’s his parents number) 
Mt Pukanni - Moorhouse Range:  Rangitata river and Gorge 
area. Plenty of scope here for a day in the mountains. Nigel has 
been based on a farm in the area and is keen to show us this 
beautiful part of the country. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: J36 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  11 May  

 

Saturday 20 May Leader: Stephen Hoare-Vance 332 6707 
Mt Thomas: Canterbury foothills Loburn area. A popular picnic 
spot with good tracks in beech forest and from the summit 
commanding views over the plains and to the sea as well as into 
Lees Valley and the upper Okuku River. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: M34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  18 May  

 

Saturday 20 May (or Sunday 21 May) Leader: Sue Hely 337 5453 
Goat Hill: 1649m. Drive over Arthur’s Pass and down through 
the breath taking Otira Gorge. Goat Hill is situated between the 
Deception and Otira Rivers. A classic day out in the wild west. 
Early start – contact leader. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:  18 May  

 

Weekend 20 – 21 May Leader: Richard Lobb 351 2344 
Lake Christabel – Rough Creek:  Easy beech forest tramping, 
but quite a long way in to the hut at the head of Blue Lake.  The 
route out is up and over the tops in to Rough Creek, which has a 
reasonably good track down to the Lewis Pass Rd near the 
Maruia Hotel. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L31 
 Approx: $40 
 List closes:  11 May  

 

Weekend 20 – 21 May Leader: Required  
Lawrence Hut: Option one is a return trip to Lawrence Hut, 
about 10km each way, flat riverbed travel.  Option two is to 
extend the days with trips from the Hut up either the Clyde or 
Lawrence.  Option three is to climb Mt Jollie or Pito Peak 

 Grade: All 
 Map: J35 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  11 May  

 
 

Weekend 27 – 28 May Leader: Gareth Gilbert 355 7697 
Punakaiki – Inland Pack Track:  Nikau palm forest, towering 
white cliffs, gorges, caves, sinkholes, disappearing and re-
emerging streams.  Come and wander through the unique 
limestone world of the Punakaiki syncline. (Check out the visitor 
center display panels for excellent information on the area.) 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K30 
 Approx: $50 
 List closes: 18 May  
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Weekend 27 – 28 May Leader: Ruth Tramschek 337 6045  
Cass Saddle – Lagoon Saddle:  Good, well graded tracks and 
pleasant valley travel.  The “Hamilton Hilton” hut to stay at.  
Winter season conditions so ensure your warm gear is all with 
you.  Possibility of snow at this time of year, ice axe may be 
required. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
 List closes: 18 May  

 

Long Weekend 3, 4 & 5 June Leaders required 
Suggestions include:  
 
Mueller Hut:  Ascend the track to the Sealy Tarns and carry on 
up scree or snow slopes to the recently replaced Mueller hut on 
the Sealy range above the Mt Cook village.  Awesome views of 
Mt Cook and Mt Sefton.  Mt Sealy can be accessed from here or 
scramble up Mt Ollivier (One of Sir Ed’s first ascents).  
Ice axe and crampons required. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: H36 
 Approx: $50 
 List closes: 25 May  

 

Tapuaenuku:.  The traditional three day ascent via the Hodder 
River.  At 2885m it is one of the highest peaks many trampers do 
and standing on top looking over Cook Straight to the North 
Island, it certainly feels like an “on top of the world” place. 
Ice axe and crampons required.   

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: O30 
 Approx: $60 
 List closes: 25 May  

 

1000 Acre Plateau:  A huge uplands plateau, reached via an 
abrupt 800 climb from the Matiri River.  Once you’re up though, 
its gentle tussock land travel to Larikins hut.  From the hut, a day 
trip climbs the two peaks, Needle and Haystack, that join the 
north and south Plateaus.  

 Grade: ModHard 
 Maps: L28 M28 

M29 
 Approx: $60 
 List closes: 25 May  
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Trip Reports 
18-19 February 2006 

Bald Range, Rangi Taipo and Kelly Tops  
The first surprise of the weekend was to see Rodney tramping again: he claimed that he has 
been too busy with work but surely conjugal bliss and his new partner can claim some credit for 
his extended absence?  The next surprise was to see only five people signed up for the trip on 
such a stunning weekend.  We made the ascent up to Carroll Hut in reasonable time and 
planned our trip carefully, deciding to make the long traverse of Bald Range and tackle the 
uncertain condition of the old track on day one.  Then, having agreed that it would be a long day 
- we sat back in the sun for quite a long time.  Eventually we roused ourselves sufficiently to 
tramp up to the saddle and then start sidling round towards the ridge running out to Rangi Taipo, 
stopping for lunch in mid-sidle and another hour or so of relaxed chatter.  Then we trotted along 
with a bit of minor up and down and several more rest stops until eventually gaining Rangi Taipo 
itself in the mid afternoon.  From there it took about an hour to find the start of the old track 
down to the Taipo (there is a good cairn if you happen to be in the right area to see it).  The 
track itself does not really exist, and without the recent remarking with new permalats (at the 
top) and pink tape (the rest of it) it would be un-followable.  The technique was to simply look for 
the next marker (tape on trees or bushes) and launch yourself through/under/over the lovely 
West Coast bush towards it.  It was also very slippery but at least we were supposed to be going 
down anyway.   
The advance party of Scott, Rodney and I finally escaped the bush at about 7.30 pm but could 
we see the new Seven Mile hut?  No.  We knew that we should be heading higher up the Taipo, 
on the other side of Seven Mile Stream.  Scott went to wait for Gareth and Adrian while Rodney 
and I went to look for it in the remaining daylight.  Before we got there, however, we found the 
lovely Dillons Hut - empty and cosy-looking and complete with DOC hut book.  After that my 
enthusiasm for tramping further to find the new hut (which might well be full) was very low and I 
was a bit muttery about leaving Dillons.  Rodney and I did go a bit further though without getting 
to the new hut and then back tracked to find the others again:  when we met up again it was 
nearly 9pm and they seemed to feel the same about the allure of Dillons as I did, so we had a 
very pleasant evening there and never made it to the new hut.  This makes Gareth's record of 
finding huts rather blotchy, but at least all of us could share the responsibility for this particular 
miss.   
Next day Adrian said that he would walk out along the Taipo.  Rodney spent so much energy 
telling us how tired he was that he was clearly fine.  Scott was fit as a fiddle, and Gareth and I 
were resigned to our fate of going uphill again.  It was another lovely day - sunny and hot.  The 
Kelly Tops were wonderful on such a clear day, especially as we passed several beautiful tarns.  
We made it to Carroll Hut again for a late lunch and then made a brisk descent of the track back 
to the cars and a swim in the river.  Clean(er) and cooler, we drove around to pick up Adrian and 
then headed home (Adrian had at least confirmed the existence of the new Seven Mile Hut by 
going up there in the morning - it is apparently a good bit further up than the 300m mentioned in 
the Dillons hut book).  A great trip, thank you Gareth. 
Gareth Gilbert (relaxed and unflappable leader), Scott Fowler, Rodney Erikson, Adrian Sullivan, 
Jenny Harlow 
4-5 March 2006 

Zampa Tops 
More Opera Range to follow the Grand Duchess trip, and - in response to absolutely no requests 
whatsoever - more Opera Trivia.  Zampa, by the impressively-named Louis Joseph Ferdinand 
Herold, 1791-1883, is also an opera but everyone (including me) is excused for being totally 
unaware of this because it is apparently very infrequently performed.  The plot concerns a pirate 
(Zampa), betrayed women, fathers, daughter, lovers, and vengeance from beyond the grave.  
Sounds remarkably similar to Coronation Street from what Kerrie tells me. 
Anyway, the compulsory culture kick safely disposed of, we can move onto the trip.  We left the 
Lewis Pass carpark and used the first section of the St James, heading for Cannibal Gorge, to 
access Henry Stream and then rock-hopped up the stream bed for a few hours, had lunch, and 
then rock-hopped some more before climbing up the true right side of the gorge towards the 
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Zampa tops near the head of the stream.  After a steep tussock-clinging scramble the group 
reassembled and we made our way to the large tarn just below Zampa.  We pitched our tents in 
a sheltered spot above the tarn and then set off to explore the tops for a couple of hours.  Back 
at the tents by early evening we had a convivial evening, although the temperature had dropped 
markedly as a southerly geared up for action somewhere.   
Next day John went for a morning wander and came back with news of a large grey and 
unfriendly-looking front heading our way like a Vogon space construction fleet, so we 
abandoned plans for a longer day and headed down towards Henry Saddle and then dropped 
down a scree back into Henry Stream and thus out to the cars.  Thus (John’s cunning plan all 
along?) we were in time to try the delights of the rather swish Red Post café/restaurant in 
Culverdon for a late lunch (top marks from all present) and get back to Christchurch by 5pm.   
John Henson, Richard Lobb, Clive Davidson, Sue Hely, Ron Keeble, Susan Pearson, Scott 
Fowler, Kerrie Skinner, Jenny Harlow 
25 and 26 February 2006 

Kirwans Hut 
Kerrie, Scott, Helen, Richard and I reached Reefton at 10am Sat, and 10km further along turned 
off up Boatmans Rd.  The benched track was used for mining in the past, and after several 
creek crossings heads steadily up to the hut.  Some failed to pick up water before the climb, 
making for thirsty work.  Bird life is abundant, though the kakarikis and kakas we thought we 
could hear never showed themselves.  The old hut-site just below the new one is well worth 
visiting, with heaps of old relics to view.  Kirwans Hut is large and well-placed for the view, and 
we enjoy a brew after our 5 hour walk before following the track up to Kirwans Hill.  What a 
fantastic place to be on such a gorgeous day.  Back down at the hut more and more people 
arrive, including 4 who have cycled up.  By 8pm a lady arrives, worried about her husband who 
is struggling back down the track.  He, too, has failed to find water, and was very grateful that 
we came down to help him just before dark.  Much later he rewarded us with his very persistent 
snoring. 
We were content to just head out the same way on Sunday, and I was chuffed to find a 
geocache that I'd failed to find yesterday, with poor GPS reception.  It was grand to have time to 
explore Reefton and it's cafes for lunch before Scott drove us home again. 
Sue Hely, Kerrie Skinner, Scot Fowler, Helen, Richard 
12 February 2006 

Gargarus Hill 
After the traditional meeting at the Carlton Corner, Steven, Robert and I made our way towards 
Lake Coleridge, we picked up Rodney on the way and kept traveling together. 
We drove up to Glenthorne Station and after getting confirmation from the owner that we were 
welcome on his land, we started walking towards the hill. The wind was fairly strong at the 
bottom but was soon screened by the bush as we walked up a gentle slope. We crossed Fisher 
Stream and followed an old 4-wheel drive track to the west of Gargarus Hill, heading towards the 
saddle. After a break, we started the much steeper ascent towards the summit (1655m). We got 
a few scratches going through matagouri and then kept climbing in less nasty scrub and scree. 
The 650m climb from the saddle was steep but short and we made it to the top quickly. The wind 
was much stronger up there and the barren top offers little shelter. We had lunch sitting in a 
curve of the hill, protected from the wind. After that we went for a quick walk around the top to 
check out the views and we could admire the Canterbury Plains, the Rakaia, Lake Coleridge, 
and the Wilberforce Valley, Mt Hutt and the Craigieburn Range. We went down the scree fairly 
quickly, then followed the same track back to the cars. We got back to Christchurch around 5.30 
pm after stopping in Hororata café for a drink.  
Steven (leader), Robert, Rodney, Tiphaine 
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Waitangi Weekend 4-6 February 2006 

Hope-Kiwi Lodge - Three-Mile Circuit 
Day 1 
We left town shortly after 7 am, 4 in Andrew's 4-wheel drive, 4 in Pam's 2-wheel drive, planning 
to tramp from Home Bay at the westerly end of Lake Sumner.  It was quite a performance to get 
there. 
After driving north from Christchurch, we headed west at Waikari.  Beyond Hawarden, several 
fords on the unsealed road were no problem but the corrugations were bad.  From Lake Taylor, 
the off-road stuff began.  Pam followed carefully after Andrew had jumped out and removed 
difficult rocks along the shoreline.  We left Pam's car at Loch Katrine.  Andrew armed with a 
DOC key to the locked gate just past this point, set off for Home Bay with 3 passengers.  Half an 
hour later he returned to pick up the walkers. 
At Home Bay some people were fishing but were the large group of relaxed but fit looking folks 
going to "our" Hope-Kiwi Lodge or to the Hurunui hut?  They appeared in no hurry. 
By 11.30 am, everyone was tramping across the end of Lake Sumner and the fordable Hurunui 
River thereby eliminating the upstream foot bridge and a longer day.  A robin welcomed us onto 
the Kiwi Pack Track.  Conditions were pleasant and the track through beech trees, good.  
Malcolm made a good job of leading until after lunch he muffed it by setting off enthusiastically 
but unfollowed.  "Wrong way, Malcolm"!  We had no trouble crossing Three Mile Stream where 
the bridge had been removed after it was crushed by a falling tree.  As the track is away from 
and above the lake, the Observation point above Marion Bay was a welcome chance to dump 
packs for the brief climb to the lookout to see tiny white caps rippling Lake Sumner. 
Packs on again until a branch track to Lake Marion.  Any enthusiasm to divert, evaporated when 
Andrew mentioned the steep climb back up. 
We heard kaka earlier, now leaving the Kiwi Saddle area, we heard falcon.  Skirting trees with 
sticks above our heads, we took the mown track across the grassy flats but were not followed.  
Our nature trail continued.  Andrew called us over to a clump of ragwort.  It was alive with yellow 
and black adults that Frank King showed  recently at club night. 
We reached Hope-Kiwi Lodge by 4 pm to find no others at the 20 plus hut.  Amazingly, no one 
arrived later.  We enjoyed the sun, explored the streams where Maria found the first trout.  Meal 
preparations were interrupted when Malcolm's cooker upset in a fiery flash.  Malcolm and part of 
his cooker made a quick exit.  Prompt cold water treatment prevented a serious burn to his arm 
although his jacket was damaged.  A night hazard for us all was caused by one of the cattle 
being caught short.  On the newly mown path to the loo, was the largest cowpat in the world. 
Day 2 
With mist covering the surrounding hills, we prepared for possible rain.  A group photo outside 
the hut preceded a 9.30 am start.  After all, this was our shortest day.  The notice read 2 1/2 
hours to Three-Mile Stream hut.  The slightly less-groomed track passed through beech trees 
skirting swampy areas - just gentle ups and downs. 
The previous day we had seen only 2 people on the track.  Today, we met Bill and Wendy, 
known to several of us, who surprised us by saying we had 2 hours more to go.  They were right.  
It was 1.15 pm when we reached the 7 bunk Three-Mile Stream hut.  We had chatted, inspected 
sundews, taken photos but most time was spent on yellow blobs.  The previous day we had seen 
one, today two.  What were they? -Mustard, vomit, fungus?  Were they poisonous?  If so, why 
were they beside the track?  The last blob had a white fungus-like edge.  We still don't know 
what they were.  We do know that 2 1/2 hours Hope-Kiwi to Three-Mile Stream hut means no 
nature diversions.  The hut sits on a ledge above the flats.  Below it, strange thistles taller than 
a person, intrigued us.  Inside, "Cliff" had painted most walls white and had been frequently 
praised in the hut book for his efforts.  Had he also part-painted the Hope-Kiwi white?  After 
lunch, Mac's knob was ruled out because of mist, but Margaret, Deborah and Maria climbed the 
hill opposite the hut to above the slip.  Their triumphant waving was ignored by the oblivious hut 
dwellers.  Later, Pam explored the next stream.  Gentle rain meant indoor evening pursuits 
including auditions on the hut ukulele.  Still no other trampers or hunters. 
Day 3 
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Malcolm took another group photo before our 9.10 am departure.  Almost straight away, a falcon 
scare, but relief when it began chasing 2 keas in the opposite direction.  Leaving the flats, a 
brief glimpse of McMillan Stream then more beech trees. 
Orange track markers were non-existant, and permalats scarce.  Up into a boggy patch then a 
large tarn to skirt.  Then in and out of the stream locating bits of track on the terraces above 
after pushing through young beech.  A sunny lunch spot by the stream was soon followed by 
views of hills ahead.  It would soon open up.  At last - Hurunui river flats, cattle and matagouri.  
We could see the top of the green Hurunui hut roof on a treed hillside across the river.  Despite 
a directional arrow to the Hurunui foot bridge, it was hard to see through the dead matagouri. 
2.30 pm we reached the bridge, crossed singly - Pam followed by Malcolm, waded the knee-
deep river.  An hour on the 4-wheel drive track saw us back at Andrew's vehicle.  Home Bay was 
deserted.  We repeated the transport shuffle, again marvelling at Pam's driving skill - Andrew's 
we took for granted.  Just as disappointment at closed eateries was setting in, very good fish 
and chips and hamburgers were found at Amberley. 
The perfect tramp - good weather, huts to ourselves and good company.  We hope to see more 
of Deborah and Maria. 
Thanks to drivers.  Special thanks to Leader Andrew. 
Andrew Wrapson (leader), Malcolm Carr, Pam Crosswell, Margaret Lovell-Smith, Deborah 
Clarke and daughter Maria Rockell, Helen Harkness (scribe) 

Please post or email articles for the May 2006 newsletter to the  
Editor (Alastair Brown) by Friday 28 April 2006. 

Email: editor@ctc.org.nz 
Post: PO Box 527, Christchurch. 

 
This newsletter is the copyright of The Christchurch Tramping Club, so there! 

 

 
And finally – Skirting around Lake Browning at Waitangi Weekend, 

Photo courtesy of Rene Heyde. 
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Lake Browning, Queens Birthday 2005. 

 

 
Caroline Face, Anzac Weekend 2005. 


