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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (no experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 
Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for hire.  The Gear Custodian is Bernard 
Parawa 981 4931.  Note: Club gear assigned to 
you is your responsibility; please take care of it. 
Our Club Hut in the Arthur’s Pass Township has 
the comforts of home but with the mountains at 
the back door. – Even better now with real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet 
paper!).  A great place for a few days away; take 
your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book 
before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave 
Watson 981 7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352 5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 
980 6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member’s partner, $15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If 
you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 
Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can 
give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Sue Napier 338 8926 or email 
social@ctc.org.nz .  Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest 
speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm 
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and 
opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side 
streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at 
Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of 
petrol costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you 
have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at 
top of the page). 
Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the 
trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the 
box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

Rates: Tent $3/person/nigh
t  

Ice axes, crampons  
harnesses, snow shovel $4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio $25/weekend  
$35/ k
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Notices 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This 
list is used to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, 
and from time to time a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages 
intended for the list, and requests to join or leave the list should be sent to the above email 
address.  Note that the moderator will check as to the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut 
books when they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: Thanks to the multi-talented Paul Ashton, we now have photos on the web page to 
accompany trip reports.  Please email photos to paul@tourplan.com . 
A big welcome to the following new members - Jane Mulholland, Rene and Mary Hyde, Bruce 
Miller. 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337 4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the 
properties we tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343 2155 
or email ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the 
instructions carefully. 
The Committee meets from 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of every month.  The venue 
changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349 2280). 
Newsletters available from members-only area of web site: There is a new members-only 
area of the club web site.  At present it contains Word and PDF versions of all club newsletters 
from 2002 onwards. Each time a newsletter comes out, it will be made available in the members 
only area and an email will be sent to the club mailing list alerting members to this, and supplying 
login details. On the CTC home page there is a link to the members-only area, as well as contact 
addresses for those needing login details (who aren't on the club email list, or who can't wait until 
the next newsletter comes out to get login details). If you haven’t got login details already, get 
them from Jenny Harlow (secretary@ctc.org.nz, 349 2280) or Susan Pearson (susan@toniq.co.nz, 
337 4914). 
Transport Costs: have changed somewhat, thanks to a thorough review by Warwick Dowling.  
These better reflect the currently prevailing costs of transport, including maintenance and fuel.  
The most noticeable difference is that the driver is now counted as a contributor, along with the 
passengers.  The new tables will be used on upcoming trips. 
Crampon Retention: Just a wee reminder that stuff attached to the side of your pack is liable to 
come off, if not securely attached, especially when bush bashing.  Many CTC members have 
bitter memories of having lost valuable stuff in such a way (editor included).  Remember that 
crampon patches are not necessarily to be trusted, and anything tied on needs at least one 
backup connection point in case of failure. 
Mountain Radio: The Canterbury Mountain Radio Service has changed its address to c/- 
Ballingers Hunting & Fishing. 173 Montreal Street, P.O. Box 22-342, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Data projector: The Club now has its own data projector for club night presentations. We were 
able to take advantage of a bulk purchase put together by FMC under which clubs affiliated to 
FMC could purchase the 2300MP from Dell for a very advantageous price ($1,550, compared to 
Dell's advertised price of $2,999).  Sue Napier made sure that we were in on the deal and the 
new projector arrived on 5 January.  The purchase was funded from a bequest left to the club by 
the late Maurice Spence in 1988.  An incentive to show your Christmas tramping pikkies to the 
rest of us sometime? 

Didymo - outbreak control: You will all probably have seen the publicity about Didymo ('rock 
snot').  It is an algae which attaches to the streambed by stalks which can form a thick brown mat 
that smothers rocks, submerged plants and other materials.  Established mats form flowing 
streamers that can turn white at the ends and look similar to tissue paper.  Thick growths can 
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adversely affect freshwater fish, plant and invertebrate species by reducing the number of 
suitable habitats.  And it looks horrible.  
Didymo is made up of cells that cannot be seen with the naked eye until large colonies form.  It 
only takes one of these cells to survive and be transported to another waterway for Didymo to 
spread.  Didymo cells thrive in freshwater and so if you only clean with freshwater you will help to 
keep them alive. 
As trampers crossing from waterway to waterway we could potentially unwittingly spread Didymo, 
which is classed as an unwanted organism under the Biosecurity Act 1993.   
Didymosphenia geminata (Didymo) was found in the lower Waiau and Mararoa rivers in Southland 
in October 2004. Since September 2005 Didymo has been found in the Tasman District (upper 
reaches of the Buller River), the Otago region (Hawea, Upper Clutha and Von Rivers), and 
additional rivers in Southland (Oreti and Upper Waiau). 
A Controlled Area notice has been issued for the South Island. People using these rivers and 
lakes must comply with this notice.  See http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/pests-
diseases/plants/didymo/controlled-area.pdf . 
Please be aware of the risk of spreading Didymo and do everything you can to prevent it.  
Biosecurity New Zealand's advice (aimed at river users of all types) is: 
Inspect:  Before leaving a river, remove all obvious clumps of algae and look for hidden clumps.  

Leave them at the affected site.  If you find any later, do not wash them down drains.  Treat 
them with the approved cleaning methods below, dry them and put them in a rubbish bin. 

Clean: Soak and scrub all items for at least one minute in either hot (60degC) water, a two 
percent solution of household bleach or a five percent solution of salt, nappy cleaner, 
antiseptic hand cleaner or dishwashing detergent. 

Dry: If cleaning is not practical, after the item is completely dry to the touch, wait an additional 48 
hours before contact or use in any other waterway. 

Fish, plants, rocks and other river items should not be moved between waterways. Obviously we 
need to be very careful if we know that we are tramping in areas already affected by Didymo.  
Yes animals and birds will spread it but we cannot ignore our responsibilities.  If you know that 
you are intending to be in one of the affected rivers or their tributaries, please consider whether 
you will be able to clean your gear before crossing to an unaffected waterway - if you can't then 
reconsider the trip!  Remember that it could be on clothing and packs as well as boots, and that 
you could also transport it around in your waterbottle.  If you are in areas not known to be 
affected, still keep an eye out for it. See http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/didymo for more 
information 

Classified ads 
Accommodation wanted: young couple moving to Christchurch looking for cheap self-contained 
accommodation, such as granny flat or house-sit.  From mid- to late-February or later. Phone 
Richard Lobb, 351 2344. 
Movements: Tracy & Les Heyes are now permanent residents of sunny Lake Wanaka. For 
members known to us passing through Wanaka please call in, we are at; 5 Mataraki Place, 
Wanaka ph 03 443 6617 or Mobile 027 66 888 47. 
Classified ads are available at no charge to CTC members. 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
 

Thursday 26 January Club Night 
Newsletter folding night. After the origami we will be looking at sleeping bags with Alan 
Ross. Come along and learn what to look for in a sleeping bag, and if possible bring yours 
along so we can discuss its pros and cons. 
 

Saturday 28 January Leader: Don Carnielo 338 9865 
Quail Island: Enjoy a relaxing day on this island gem so close at 
hand. There’s plenty here of historical significance for the 
curious with Maori and colonial settlements, Scott’s kennels, 
Leper cottages, Ships graveyard or just lie on the sheltered 
beach and soak up the solitude. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: M36 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  26 January 

 

Saturday 28 January Leader: Stu Smith 980 7913 
 Mt Pember: A prominent peak in the Puketeraki Range 
accessed via Lees Valley. Stu is looking at a round trip over this 
great viewpoint in one of his favourite areas. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  26 January 

 

Weekend 28 – 29 January Leader: Richard Lobb 351 2344 
Grand Duchess/Lewis Tops A whole weekend enjoying the 
superb scenery of the Lewis Tops. A brief climb through the 
bush from Lewis Pass then follow the tops all the way past 
Lucretia to the Brass Monkey Biv. Sidle to a high camp in one of 
the basins north-east of the Grand Duchess. On Sunday a quick 
jaunt to the  

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M31 
 Approx: $40 
List closed:  19 January 

top of the Grand Duchess, then back past the BM Biv to the saddle between the Blue 
Grey River and Rough Creek. Admire the view down into Lake Christabel, then out down 
Rough Creek to the highway. 
 

Weekend 28 – 29 January Leader: Craig Beere 374 2392 
Mt Cook Base Camp  Staying at the Glentanner camping 
ground and explore some of the surrounds.  Options for day 
walks include Sealy Tarns and Mueller Hut, Hooker Valley, Blue 
Lakes / Ball Shelter or maybe even boating on the Tasman 
Glacier Lake. 

Grade: Easy   
 Map: H36 
 Approx: $45 
List closed:  19 January 

 

Thursday 2 February Club Night 
Frank King is doing a slide show, showing the many rich tramping opportunities available 
in the Marlborough region. 
 

Saturday 4 February  Leader: Ken Brown 359 2000  
Wharfedale Track: Oxford area. From View Hill enjoy easy 
travel through shady beech to the saddle and then down to the 
Wharfedale shelter and on to Townsend Hut. This is a lush forest 
area with satisfying vistas. Return via same route or via the Mt 
Oxford track from the Wharfedale shelter. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:  2 February 

 

Waitangi Weekend 4 – 6 February Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980 6006 
Lake Sumner: Andrew will get the gate key from DOC to enable 
the trip to drive in to the swing bridge.  Follow the old pack track 
route around Lake Sumner and through to the Hope Kiwi Lodge.  
A good track through beech forest leads on to Three Mile Stream 
Hut.  Then easy travel down McMillan Stream completes the 

 Grade:  Easy 
 Map: L32 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  26 Jan 
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loop back to the bridge. 
 

Waitangi Weekend 4 – 6 February Leader(s): Susan Pearson 337 4914 (and Stephen Hoare-Vance) 
Three Pass Trip:  One of the classic tramps. Crossing from the 
head of the Waimakariri River via Harmen and Whitehorn 
Passes into the head of the Wilberforce.  Then follow the old 
gold miners benched (well in some places its still there) track up 
over Browning Pass and down the Arahura to Styx Saddle and 
out to 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: J33 K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  26 January 

Lake Kaniere.   Stephen is taking his team in the opposite direction, and swapping keys 
mid way.  Ice axe and Crampons needed.  We’d like to leave as early as possible on the 
Friday, and get to at least the first hut.  Please contact leaders ASAP to arrange leaving 
times. 
 

Waitangi Weekend 4 – 6 February Leader: TBA (contact Steve Bruerton 322 6196) 
Zit Saddle, Buckland Peaks, MTB at Cromwell, Caving at 
Charleston, Mt Sibbald, Mt Kahu, Mt Davie, Mt Alarm: No! not 
all on one weekend! In other words check out the weather 
forecast and go where it looks good. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: TBA 
 Approx: $TBA 
List closes:  26 January 

 

Sunday 5 February Leader: TBA 
Woolshed Creek Gorge: Past Mt Somers township on the right 
this picturesque sub-alpine scenic reserve features historic coal 
mining remnants and a stunning mountain stream. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K36 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  2 February 

 

Thursday 9 February Club Night 
Waitangi trip discussion. 
 

Saturday 11 February  Leader: Andrew Nichols 981 6698 
Cave Stream: A chance to check out this popular underground 
stream in a unique natural area. You’ll need warm clothing or a 
wet suit, a change of clothes for afterwards and a good 
waterproof torch plus a backup torch. Take a walk on the speilio 
side. 

 Grade: Easy/Wet 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  9 February 

 

Weekend 11 – 12 February Leader: Honora Renwick 942 8368 
Salmon Creek   Ever wondered what lay beyond the Black 
Hills?  Join Honora to follow their home-made track down into 
Salmon Creek to spend Saturday night around a campfire at the 
biv, nestled in the Puketeraki Range. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:  2 February 

 

Weekend 11 – 12 February Leader: Joy Schroeder 351 4655 
Kaikoura Base Camp – Sawcut Gorge: A social weekend with 
options for easy or hard walks.  With warm weather (and water) 
Sawcut Gorge (in a small side creek off the Waima River) is a 
spectacular spot.  Lots of swimming holes in the river to plunge 
in on the way back. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: P30 
 Approx: $50 
List closes:  2 February 

 

Sunday 12 February Leader: Stephen Hoare-Vance 332 6707 
Gargarus - Lake Lillian: Rakaia region Upper Wilberforce area. 
A pleasant not too steep hill to the northeast of Lake Coleridge. 
Great views of the Wilberforce, Mt Ida, Rakaia Spurs, Lake 
Coleridge. A 1000m height gain to top out on the 1655m summit. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  9 February 
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Thursday 16 February Club Night 
Mountain safety video focussing on preparing you and your pack for river crossing. 
 



Page 7 of 13   

Saturday 18 February Leader: Adrian Busby 325 5001 (and Steve Bruerton 322 6196) 
River Crossing Instruction:  This is usually held close to 
Christchurch in the Waimakariri River. It is an essential 
component of a new tramper's training and a good refresher for 
those of some experience. Bring warm clothing plus a complete 
change of warm clothing. Bring a weekend size pack, preferably, 

 Grade: Training/Wet 
 Map: M35 
 Approx: $7 
List closes:  16 

February 
with pack-liner and filled with spare clothing for pack buoyancy. Afterwards, there will be 
hot food at the BBQ (bring your own food).  This will take place at Macleans Island. 
 

Saturday 18 February Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
Mt St Bernard:  is north of purple peak, which is on the opposite 
side of Lake Pearson. The hill will probably be approached from 
the road along the railway line, near Cass, at about 1900m there 
will be excellent views of the infrequently visited areas at the top 
of the gorge. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: N36 N37 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  16 

February 
 

Weekend 18 – 19 February Leader: Gareth Gilbert 355 7697  
Kelly Tops – Taipo:  A beaut west coast tops trip.  The Kelly 
tops are easy travel along a broad ridge top scattered with tarns 
of all sizes.  A good track drops down to the old gold mining 
sluice races and tunnels in the Taipo and the brand new DOC 
hut.  Climb back up the old benched gold mine pack track as it  

 Grade: ModHard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  9 February 

zig zags up toward Rangi Taipo. (Don’t try to follow it past the start of the permalat track – 
it gets very scruffy in a hurry).  Traverse the Bald Range back to Carol Hut and down to 
the start. 
 

Weekend 18 – 19 February Leader: Steve Bruerton 322 6196 
Mt. Speight: Friday night at club hut.  1. Up the Waimak, hang a 
left up Greenlaw Creek, nip up the scree and around the scruffy 
bits, camp where we run out of grass or flat bits or daylight or 
energy or all of the above.  2. Climb hill.  3. Repeat 1 backwards.  
4.  Partake of sponsors product. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 K34 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:  9 February 

 

Thursday 23 February Club Night 
Newsletter night.  Honora will also be presenting an exposé on Fiordland travels. 
 

Saturday 25 February Leader: Ken Brown 359 2000 
Port Robinson – Gore Bay:  The Port Robinson walkway is an 
attractive coastal walk going between the Hurunui River mouth 
and Gore Bay. It is fairly easy walking along a varied terrain that 
includes sandy beaches, eroded sea cliffs, headlands and rural 
terraces. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: O32 
 Approx: $20 
List closes:  23 February 

 

Weekend 25 – 26 February Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Lake Sumner: We will get the combination of the Loch Katrine 
gate and all 4WDs and all families will be very welcome. If the 
weather is suitable we will camp at the old no 3 hut site.  Day 
trips will be run to suit the trip participants and possibilities 
include McKenzie stream, the Huranui hot pools Macs Knob or 
3-mile stream. Maybe mountain bike in while a vehicle carries all 
your gear.  Or spend the weekend trying for trout in the lake.  All 
grades possible but definitely an easy trip. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: L32 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  16 February 
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Weekend 25 – 26 February Leader: Kerrie Skinner 349 2280  
Kirwins Hut:  West Coast gold fields exploration.  Follow old 
mine tracks to the hut just at bushline for sunset views over the 
Paparoas.  If numbers are sufficient the trip can be double 
ended (or do a car shuffle) to come out via the interesting 
Murray Creek gold and coalmine area rather than down the 
Waitahu vehicle track. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L30 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  16 February 

 

Sunday 26 February Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Mt Storm: This 1254m hill is at the southern end of Lees Valley. 
With an 800m height gain there is good viewing of the 
Puketeraki range. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:  23 February 

 

Weekend 4 – 5 March Leader: Doug Forster 337 5453 
Carrington Peak:  Up to Waimak Falls Hut for Saturday night.  
Early start to climb while the snow is good on Sunday morning, 
then out. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:  23 February 

 

Weekend 4 – 5 March Leader: John Henson 342 3311 
Zamper Tops: A Saturday start up to Lewis Pass before 
dropping down into Cannibal Gorge and onto a high camp along 
the Zampa tops via Henry Stream. Continue along the tops 
before dropping down onto Ada pass and returning via the track. 
Some stunning tops to rival others in the area.  

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: M31 
 Approx: $40 
List closes:  23 February 

 

Sunday 5 March Leader: Michael Shanahan 339 0435 
Glenafric  Beach:  East of Waipara, down the Mt Cass Road is 
Glenafric Beach . This is an easy walk around the beaches and 
cliffs with fossil fossicking a definite possibility. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: N34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:  2 March 

 

Sunday 5 March Leader: Bruce Miller 349 3611 
Broken Hill: This is a moderate peak in the castle hill area, at 
1485m. A straightforward climb and rewarding views all around. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  2 March 

 

Weekend 4 – 5 March Leader: Honora Renwick 942 8368 
Bushcraft: New to tramping or wanting to upskill some more? 
Come along to learn and share some of the tips and techniques 
that keep you safe and comfortable in the bush. This weekend, 
the emphasis is on the "how we travel" not the distance 
travelled. Facilitated by the club's very own certified bushcraft 
instructor.  Contact the leader for costs, location and required 
equipment details. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: TBA 
 Approx: $TBA 
List closes:  23 February 

 

Saturday 11 March Leader: Grant Piper 338 8926 
Rock climbing in the Port Hills:  Get together with like minded 
climbing enthusiasts and brush up those skills, or for those who 
are novices, receive basic instruction. 

 Grade: Climbing 
 Map: M36 
 Approx: $5 
List closes:  9 March 
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Weekend 11 – 12 March Leader: Tim Broad 365 8940 
Kowhai – Hapuku: Tracks or easy gravel river walking over a 
low saddle around the back of Mt Fyfe, near Kaikoura.  Staying 
in a hut, or tent, depending on weather. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: O31 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  2 March 

 

Weekend 11 – 12 March Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
East Hawdon - Andrews: Arthur’s Pass river valleys and open 
rolling tops travel. The Savannah Range separates these two 
valleys.  Options include crossing between the two valleys or 
traversing along the tops.  

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K33 L33 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  2 March 

 

Sunday 12 March Leader: Bruce Miller 349 3611 
Broken Hill: This is a moderate peak in the castle hill area, at 
1485m. A straightforward climb and rewarding views all around. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  9 March 

 

Sunday 12 March Leader: Malcolm Carr 332 2581 
Castle Hill Limestone Loitering:  Join Malcolm when he 
explores the interesting limestone formations in this area. This is 
an easy walk and also harbours a large population of gecko 
lizards in amongst the rocks. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Map: K34 
 Approx: $25 
List closes:  9 March 

 

Saturday 18 March Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980 6006 
Ashley Gorge: Starting from the Lees Valley bridge, walk down 
the Ashley river to the Ashley gorge motor camp area. Put a 
waterproof pack liner in your pack and fill the pack with clothing 
so you can use your pack for flotation. A great river trip. Come 
prepared to get wet and have a fun day in the river. 

 Grade: Easy/Wet 
 Map: L34 
 Approx: $15 
List closes:  16 March 

 

Weekend 18 – 19 March Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Arthur’s Pass Base Camp: All the comforts of the club hut and 
options from extended day trips on the West Coast  (Punakaiki 
Day Trip anyone?) to a shuffle down to the shop for a pie. 

 Grade: All 
 Map: K33 
 Approx: $30 
List closes:  9 March 

 

Weekend 18 – 19 March Leader: Richard Wills 389 8671  
Bandit Peak:  In the Armoury Range above the Clyde River.  
This Bandit is surrounded by the Amazon , The Warrior, the 
Outlaw and the Renegade.  Don’t forget to pack your Crossbow 
(Saddle), Battleaxe (Col), and Pistol (Peak). 

 Grade: Hard 
 Map: J35 
 Approx: $35 
List closes:  9 March 
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Trip Reports 
5 – 6 Nov 2005 

Mingha / Deception 
The weekend trip started with the customary 7pm Friday meeting at the Shell on Papanui Rd. 
This was my first club trip to the Arthur’s Pass hut, and I was impressed by a number of things, 
including the facilities in the hut and the wealth of Wilderness magazines.  There was also the 
welcome sight of 2 homemade cakes that (?) had brought along with her.  The early start on 
Saturday meant that most of the party were dropped of at the track start. Gareth and Warwick 
both drove to the Otira bridge end of the track and left one vehicle there.  The main group 
enthusiastically made their way through the Bealey river near to the confluence with the Mingha 
River. As our boots got an early soaking, there was no kidding ourselves about keeping dry 
boots for any length of time.  The travel up the valley was pleasant, and alternated between 
bush and river. The sun was constant until the Mingha Biv. The main group were having a bite to 
eat in the sun, and were greeted by Warwick and Gareth at the Mingha Biv. The cloud gathered 
above us, and it was to stay with us for the rest of the weekend.  The final push to the hut was in 
cold wind and rain, so the group were glad to make it to Goat Pass Hut where hot drinks and 
eating high calorie food were the order of the day.  We reluctantly put back on our wet boots and 
continued the climb to Lake Mavis via a broad ridge that was steep to gain access to. We 
seemed to get above the bad weather for a short time, and then it returned. On arrival at the 
lake, the views were amazing as the bluffs of Mt Oates ascended directly from the still frozen 
lake. 
The Deception side was more of a challenge as this was a route and not a track. The start 
involved walking down the river, which was flowing higher than usual. We linked up a number of 
times to cross the Deception. We found ourselves alternating between clambering through the 
bush and crossing the Deception for the remainder of the route. We saw a few people training 
for the Coast to Coast, and met up with one guy later in Springfield that had made it through the 
course in 7hrs.  It was an interesting trip and there were certainly a few laughs along the way. It 
was one that I had been meaning to complete for a couple of years. 
Two months later I ran the track starting from the Deception side, which was certainly a 
challenge.  When running it, the Deception river was thankfully much lower than when we had 
tramped it.  However, the characteristic cloud and drizzle was still hanging around Goat Pass 
hut.  
Trampers: Adam Bedford (scribe), Gareth Gilbert, Warwick Dowling, Bruce Hinkley, Lisa  
Glading,  Margaret Lovell-Smith, Joy Schroeder, Jenny Harlow, Kate Taylor    
26-27 November 2005 

Townsend Tops 
This must have been one of the best weekend trips of the year:  good weather, great people, 
and a lovely area.  The start was hardly auspicious though:  2 cars broken into at the Aickens 
car park when we got there on Saturday morning from the club hut.  Alan, Jonathan and Steve 
went to negotiate safer arrangements for our vehicles with the farm and the rest of us set off 
towards the river.  About to cross for the first time we were overtaken by Steve's 4WD with Alan 
and Jonathan waving in what appeared to us foot-sloggers to be a somewhat triumphantly and 
lordly manner as they forded the river in dry-booted vehicular comfort.   And that was in fact the 
last we saw of them for quite a while, until the start of the track up to Lake Kaurapataka in fact.  
[Subsequent accounts varied about who wanted to stop and pick people up and who insisted on 
driving on, but we believed none of them on principle and would only like to point out that 3 
people did not in fact tramp the entire trip.]  At least they did have to stump up the rest of the 
Taramakau with us to the track up to Townsend Hut. 
[In deference to those people who have commented that my trip reports are somewhat light on 
real tramping information and rather heavy on exaggeration, I am now going to make a special 
effort to include lots of interesting (not necessarily useful, but incredibly interesting) facts and 
figures in this one]. 
Flo, Stu, Ian, Andrew and Steve made super-fast time up to the hut but the rest of us took Alan's 
promise that 'the pace will no more than moderate' seriously and followed more sedately.  At 
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Townsend Hut (built in the 1950s; basic hut/bivvy; bunks - 4), and a beautiful position on the 
bushline) everyone obeyed the normal instincts of trampers finding a hut on a beautiful day 
when they have gone through considerable trouble to get into the great outdoors - and all 
instantly crowded inside.  By this stage I was feeling that I had bitten off a lot more than I could 
chew tramping with this group and was meditating various plans for bailing out and trotting back 
down, but luckily fell asleep and was awoken by enthusiastic cries of 'time to go'.  Onward and 
upwards into the basin above the hut, but at least not as steep.  However, my developing view of 
them as over-fit sadists was confirmed when I caught up at a scrog stop and found them 
discussing the best way to tackle Mt Koeti, glowering some immeasurable distance above us 
(whoops - I should say we that were about at 1400m and Koeti is 1786m I think, but a topomap 
is too much for my eyesight at this point), ascent of which was apparently essential to make the 
trip at all worthwhile. 
The majority vote went for dropping the packs and heading straight up a scree slope, and then 
coming back down and sidling round into the next basin where we would be camping.  There 
was a sizeable minority though who preferred the idea of ascending with pack to the saddle 
which overlooks the Poulter valley, going up Koeti from there (it looked to be a very short climb 
from that point . . .) and then over the similarly inconspicuous looking bump to the west and 
dropping down to the next basin.  Why carry packs up an extra couple of hundred metres you 
may wonder - my personal reason was a healthy suspicion of the word 'sidle', which when ever I 
do it seems to involve painful crab-like travel, moving very slowly sideways on a slope that 
would much prefer me to head straight down very fast, until you come to some bluffs or similar 
obstacle and end up going up anyway.  Ian, Martin, Andrew and Richard however simply thought 
that the saddle route, even with packs, looked less like hard work than slogging up the scree.  
Steve was taken to have voted with his feet (size 7 ½ or 43) for the saddle party on the basis 
that he had shot ahead and, when last sighted, was almost up there anyway. 
The scree-slogging party certainly made it to the top first, but we in the saddle contingent felt 
that we would make up lost ground as they had to descend and then do the dreaded sidle.  
Richard tried to convince us that he was only going to the saddle and would not bother with 
Koeti, but somehow I was not surprised to see him only minutes behind on the top - he had that 
very fit look about him as well despite his attempts at modest denial.  I also admit that the 
sadists were right and Mt Koeti was well worth the bit of extra effort. 
We met up with Steve and scrambled over the rocky knob (1686) between us and the next basin, 
and were descending into in and looking out for suitable campsites when we spotted the sidling 
party far below us.  At this stage things became rather interesing:  the view of our party was that 
we had to climb out of the basin the next day so it would be better to camp high (ie for us not to 
have to descend very far); the distant dots of the sidling group however, were clearly hunting for 
a suitable site at their level and not making any sign of coming up towards us.  We moved down 
a bit, sat down firmly on our packs, and sent Steve out to reconnoitre and parlay.  The sidling 
party staged similar obvious 'we're staying here' movements and sent Stu (6' 2'' and counting) 
up to put their case, clearly hoping that as the tallest in the group he would be able to browbeat 
us into a descent.  Steve managed to trump the sidling group's top card (tarns) with running 
water and a relatively flat site not far below us, and Stu convinced the others to move up.  There 
was some nit-picking about the quality of the site and Alan complained bitterly that - as leader - 
his views should surely have counted for something, so I feel duty bound to put in a special fact 
just for him as well:  Weight of trip leader – 76kg (most of it - according to him - in brain, a pair 
of particularly fine shoulders, and of course hair). 
After tents and dinner, Alan provided entertainment with a large green rubber grasshopper-like 
object, a fur hat of unusual design which looked like a half dead and half skinned possum 
(different halves naturally), and a device which - after sneaking away from camp and operating it 
in secret - he tried to convince everyone made a noise just like a kiwi.  Steve attributed the 
strangled whistling noise coming from the Alan-shaped blur in the nether darkness to the dying 
hat.  Once inside the tent Richard and I found that Alan's pack also contained a Barbie doll (we 
just weren't going to ask too much about that even to satisfy those readers who want lots of 
detail on everything…) and a small stuffed bear. 
Next morning there was a little delay (well, about 90 minutes 45 seconds) in collecting the entire 
party together - Jonathan had decamped back to the tarn campsite due to its superior 
photographic opportunities and our happy assumption that he would be up early and rejoin us on 
our way up the basin turned out to be a little optimistic...   He caught up with us with little trouble 
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on the tops though and we all scrambled along the very satisfying rocky scrambly ridge over 
points 1688, 1691, 1666.  Well, Ian (metabolic rate something like 100kCal/second) and Steve 
scouted the way, bounding confidently from rock to rock, Flo followed with less dramatic but still 
rapid style, and the rest of us tacitly decided to work our way under rather than over some of the 
more exposed sections.  The views were stunning: early on the Poulter Stream valley and then 
views down over the Otehake on one side and across Koropuku Creek on the other.  People 
were photographing madly but Andrew easily got the prize for the most formidable looking 
camera in the party (a Canon EOS 3000, weighing 865g exactly). 
Shortly after clambering over point 1666 we dropped down the scree slope towards the tarn and 
the Big Tops Hut route.  We picked up the cairns easily and followed the track down through 
scrub and then steeply down through the bush.  It was a very hot day by then and the descent 
seemed endless.  Alan's chainsaw provided some light entertainment but there was mass relief 
when we finally emerged at the Otehake River.  Martin and several others went swimming, the 
rest of us sat in the shade in various stages of exhausted serenity until reminded (those over-fit 
sadist types again) that there was a bit of up and down still to go to cross over to Lake 
Kaurapataka - oh no!  I was so tired that I decided to set off straight away before the looming 
threat of it demoralised me beyond the power to move on at all.  Of course, it was not that bad, 
and meant that Jonathan and I got to the side track down to the lake well ahead of the rest of 
the group.  Somewhat rashly we dropped our packs at the junction of this and the main track 
and went to admire the lake.  (Attempts to find out the depth of Lake Kaurapataka to the nearest 
cm have failed dismally, so here are some completely irrelevant maximum depths instead:  Lake 
Brunner 109m; Lake Lyndon 28m; Lake Pearson 17m - see http://lakespi.niwa.co.nz/ for yet 
more fascinating lake-facts.) 
When the others arrived Alan's look of beatific innocence coupled with a warning remark from 
someone else prompted us to make some detailed enquiries about possible Pack Interference, 
Rocks as Ballast, etc.  Alan's responses failed to convince us of anything except his masterly 
command of sophistry - but lo - when we hurried back to the junction to investigate, guess who 
else had left his pack up there unattended? 
Considering the subsequent inevitable stowaway additions to his pack, about whose existence 
he steadfastly ignored all hints subtle and blatant, our esteemed leader established a cracking 
pace out along the lake track back to the Taramakau.  It was still a long day though - after 6 pm 
before we got to the 4wd parked at the Taramakau and after 7 before we all got out and back to 
the club hut.  Alan held a final pack weigh-in at the end:  heaviest 16kg (he just could not 
understand it…); lightest a paltry 6kg from Martin, who was wearing most of his clothes by then 
and who had carried up an impressive amount of food the previous day to share around. 
Thanks everyone for a great trip. 
Alan Ross (revered leader), Ian Dunn, Andrew Tromans, Flo Roberts, Stu Smith, Steve 
Bruerton, Martin Brown, Jonathan Carr, Richard Pickering, Jenny Harlow   
Show Weekend 11 – 13 November 

Pigs With Ice-Axes (Mt. Fyffe) 
It was a clear warm day as we picked our way through the farmland trying to follow the no longer 
maintained track leading to the Fenceline Spur and the Mt. Fyffe Hut. The forecast for a N.W. for 
the weekend had proved right, but our well-organized leader had already identified this variation 
on a Mt. Fyffe tramp as our Plan B for just such an eventuality.  
We stopped for a pleasant lunch in the shade at a grassy clearing with a view of the sea, but we 
hadn't made much up-hill progress. It had already reached 20 degrees at 9a.m. and we soon 
paid dearly in sweat for our late start as we started the climb up the spur. We had lost the track 
at the last creek, but soon found it on the top of the spur after only a little bush bashing (we 
realized later that the track goes further up the creek before climbing onto the spur). The spur 
rises steeply and in places is little more than a rock rib with the odd fence post hammered into 
the rock - why anyone would put a fence up there is beyond me. We lost the slight cooling effect 
of the shade when we hit the bush-line, but soon after reached the 4 wheel-drive track on the 
top of the main ridge and the hut a few minutes later. 
Kerry told us that many years ago she had taken her two under-10 children up the Fenceline 
Track for their first tramp! What's more she took them down the hairy track (also no longer 
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maintained) that started just beyond the peak and went directly to the Kowhai Hut. It's a wonder 
they weren't put off tramping for life! 
The rest of the day was spent enjoying the late afternoon sun, with little wind, admiring 
panoramic views of the coast to the east and snowy peaks to the west. The hut was full and we 
were part of a tent city by evening. But the company was good and scum-bag and the sunset 
kept us entertained. Despite never having played scum-bag before, Joy spent most of the 
evening as Goddess and High Priestess (the alternative titles to King and Bishop preferred by 
the woman in the group). Ron, on the other-hand, spent a considerable amount of time as 
scumbag, which seemed to put him off the game the following evening.  
Despite some westerly gusts during the night the following day dawned warm and relatively 
clear. We topped Mt. Fyffe at a steady pace, but rather than following the track down to the 
saddle, we continued north along the untracked main ridge. Other than some short narrow 
sections, the ridge was straightforward until we hit the tea-tree scrub. Following animal trails 
became progressively more difficult, particularly as the animals appeared to be predominantly 
pigs. Judging by the extensive areas that had been "ploughed up", there must be dozens of pigs 
in the area. It took a good team effort to keep on the right ridge and find routes through the often 
thick undergrowth - no clear ridge-top track seemed to exist. After more than 3 hours of bush-
bashing it was with some relief that we dropped onto the track to the Hapuku Hut - almost 
exactly where we'd intended. The only real casualty was Sue's ice-axe, which detached itself 
from her pack and is now no-doubt in the clutches of some pig. 
In under an hour we reached the hut, with most of us opting for a wash and cool-down in the 
stream in the warm sunshine (and few sandflies). It was with some surprise that I spotted a pair 
of red shorts floating down the stream. As this was not something I'd expect to see, it took me a 
couple of seconds to react and I just managed to fish them out before the current swept them on 
their merry way to the sea. I soon discovered they were Sue's. Apparently she'd had her hands 
full washing upstream from me, when her shorts suddenly floated away. She had decided 
against running naked downstream to try to catch them and had, rather sheepishly, returned to 
the hut asking if anyone had a spare pair of shorts. The woman in the family who were already 
at the hut had a spare pair, but with some relief Sue didn't have to take up her kind offer. With 
the family in the hut, Ruth and I tented. As we were dropping off to sleep we heard what 
sounded like largish stones being knocking against other stones, possibly on the scree slope 
above. Pigs we thought, and I went to sleep with the image of a very large pig scrambling down  
the scree slope towards us with an ice-axe in hand! 
The birds announced the dawn of another fine day and Sue got us up early with cups of tea. 
This proved fortuitous for a number of reasons. The day heated up very quickly and we were 
glad to be on Kowhai Saddle well before 10 - helped by eagle-eyed Ruth spotting some obscure 
changes in track direction. We enjoyed lunch in the shade of the porch of the Kowhai Hut, but 
noticed gathering storm clouds in the south. The strong magnetic attraction Sue's shorts had 
developed for water hit again on the first river crossing on the last leg back to the cars - a 
distinctly shallow river crossing. She seemed to suddenly stop in the middle of the crossing and 
just sit straight down into the water. The shorts did get soaked, but she suffered little other 
damage, other than maybe to her dignity. The rest of the walk out proved uneventful. We didn't 
even need the sticks we held above our heads for falcon protection, as no falcon appeared until 
we were well into the gorge. We reached the cars as the drizzle set in and followed Sue back to 
Kaikorua via an interesting backcountry route (I never knew there was a dairy factory in 
Kaikorua).  
Thanks Sue for a great tramp, with lots of variety, good weather and great company.  
Trampers: Sue Pearson (leader), Ron Keeble, Kerry Skinner, Joy Schroder, Ruth Tramschek, 
Peter Eman (scribe). 

Please post or email articles for the March 2006 newsletter to the  
Editor (Alastair Brown) by Friday 20 February 2006. 

Email: editor@ctc.org.nz 
Post: PO Box 527, Christchurch. 
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