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The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (minimal experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for hire.  The acting Gear Custodian is Ken 
Brown 359 2000.  Note: Club gear assigned to you is 
your responsibility; please take care of it. 

Our Club Hut in the Arthur’s Pass Township has the 
comforts of home but with the mountains at the back 
door. – Even better now with real showers and inside 
flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!).  A great place for a 
few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  
Please book before leaving town to ensure there is a 
bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 981 7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 
352 5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980 6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 
member’s partner, $15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance 
required, please tell Dave. 

Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can 
give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384-6425 or email 
alan.d.ross@orica.com .  Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest 
speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm 
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and 
opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side 
streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at 
Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of petrol 
costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you have 
comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at top of the 
page).  New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance 

Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the 
trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the 
box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

Rates: Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons  
harnesses, snow shovel 

$4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio 
$30/weekend  
$40/week. 
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Notices 
 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This list is used 
to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, and from time to time 
a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages intended for the list, and requests to 
join or leave the list should be sent to the above email address.  Note that the moderator will check as to 
the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut books when 
they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: We now have photos on the web page to accompany trip reports. Please email photos to 
webmaster@ctc.org.nz . 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337 4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the properties we 
tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343 2155 or email 
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
Club Hut: When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the instructions 
carefully. 
Committee: The Committee meets from 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of every month.  The venue 
changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss matters.  
Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 389 1737). 
Crampon Retention: Just a wee reminder that stuff attached to the side of your pack is liable to come off, 
if not securely attached, especially when bush bashing.  Many CTC members have bitter memories of 
having lost valuable stuff in such a way (editor included).  Remember that crampon patches are not 
necessarily to be trusted, and anything tied on needs at least one backup connection point in case of 
failure. 
Printer Donation: The donated printer from Todd Ellis is all up and working for our hard working secretary 
-- thanks. 
 
Mary Jenkinson: Mary Jenkinson passed away recently after a cruel illness.  Mary and her husband, life 
member Dave Jenkinson, joined the club in the early 1970s.  She was a vital person in the background, 
always helping.  She assisted in printing the newsletter when Dave was editor, and had to put up with the 
old Gestetner duplicator.  Mary would always put someone else first, before her own problems.  I will 
remember her always enquiring how the kids were making out even while she suffered badly from arthritis.  
Our thoughts are with David and the Jenkinson family.  (submitted by Dave Henson with the help of others) 

Classifieds 
 
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge. 
: for sale (Summit Series), size mens XL.  Excellent condition, only worn a couple of times, good 
Canterbury colours - Red and Black, 2 large inside pockets and 2 outside.  Velcro on cuffs, waste 
drawstring.  Designed to be zipped into a GoreTex if needed.  $100 phone Erik 9808022. 

External Events of interest 
 
Poo Pots: DOC is now commercialising their "Poo Pots in the Park" scheme at Aoraki/Mt Cook National 
Park. The one-litre pots are $5, accompanied by five biodegradeable cornstarch liners and a tube of hand 
sanitiser, and recyclable outside the Visitor Centre at the Aoraki/Mt Cook village. The liners can be 
deposited with the poo in hut toilets or outside the Visitor Centre. The CTC support and encourage the use 
of the Poo Pots in the Aoraki/Mt Cook region, both for human health and for Maori cultural reasons. To 
obtain the poo pots, visit the Visitor Centre at the Aoraki/Mt Cook village during its opening hours - we 
suggest you contact DOC directly to confirm the opening hours before leaving Christchurch. 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
2007-05-31 - Newsletter folding night 
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Thursday 31 May  Club Night 
Newsletter folding night: Newsletter folding night and verbal trip reports catch up.  Trampwise session. 
What you should know about where you are going before you set out.  Expectations of those leading and 
those being led can sometimes differ.  Come along and find out what might have happened on one 
(moderately hard) trip were it not for luck (for one tramper) and experience (for another). 
2007-06-02 - Upper Rakaia / Lyell Glacier 
Long Weekend 2-4 June  Leader: Andrew Turton 332-8275 
Upper Rakaia / Lyell Glacier: A long but not difficult walk up the upper Rakaia 
from Glenfalloch leads to the stunning upper Rakaia glaciers. The plan will be to 
tramp up to and stay at either the Riseck or Lyell huts on Saturday and do a day 
walk on the Sunday. Butler Saddle above Meins Knob,  Whitcombe pass, a walk 
up to the glaciers themselves or a combination of the above are possibilities for 
this. On Monday we will cross the Raikaia vist the Ramsey glacier and tramp 
down the other side of the river to Manuka point and back to the cars. This is not 
a difficult tramp and being a valley trip bad weather shouldn?t pose to many 
problems (except for a big norwest and high rivers) but does involve a few km of 
walking. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 24 May 
 Map: J35   
 Approx: $40 

2007-06-03 - Mt Bealey (1760m) 
Sunday 3 June  Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
Mt Bealey (1760m): Famous pre-cursor to the Avalanche Peak challenge, this 
was done as a race in 1970 and was won by Eric Saggers (still a CTC member). 
It took him 1 hour and 6 minutes.  It will take us more like 7 or 8 hours! The 
tramp climbs steeply through beech forest on a well defined track to continue 
climbing (above the bushline) on a tussock and rock ridge.  A fast scree descent 
of 500m leads to Rough Creek and slower travel for the last 3km back to the 
road. Good balance and boulder hopping skills pay off here as the stream is 
crossed (and possibly  entered) many times.  A classic, satisfying, multi terrain, 
tramp with some rich club history. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 31 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2007-06-07 - The Adventures of Gareth Rapley 
Thursday 7 June  Club Night 
The Adventures of Gareth Rapley: Gareth Rapley has being doing heaps of tramping in the last 6 
months.  He is going to show us highlights of these trips south of Arthur's Pass. 
2007-06-09 - Mt Thomas 
Saturday 9 June  Leader: Malcolm Carr 960-5281 
Mt Thomas: This extensively forested (beautiful beech) mountain in the  North 
Canterbury foothills is a 700m climb along approx 10km of well marked and 
graded tracks.  The views of the Port Hills, Kaikoura and the Puketerakai range 
from the top are excellent. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 7 Jun 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $15 

2007-06-09 - Mt Greenlaw 
Weekend 9-10 June  Leader: Jeff Hall 332-9251 
Mt Greenlaw: The objective is to climb Mt Greenlaw but this may prove 
ambitious from comments of a few club members who have climbed it from the 
Wilberforce side. Consider the trip an exploration of Greenlaw Creek 
headwaters with options of Mt’s Speights and Harper unless people are keen on 
the Wilberforce option. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closed: 31 May 
 Map: K33 K34  
 Approx: $40 

2007-06-10 - Meteorology 
Sunday 10 June  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Meteorology: Come along and learn about NZ's weather patterns -- why it 
rains, hails, snows and shines when it does.  Find out how to interpret cloud 
patterns in the sky, access weather information on the Internet, read weather 
maps and make predictions.  Avoid the worst of the weather, broaden your 
horizons and make your tramping drier, warmer and safer.  (Note change of 
date from last month's newsletter) 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 7 Jun 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $20 

2007-06-10 - Porters Pass - Rabbit Hill -Trig 1660 MacFarlane Stream Circuit 
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Sunday 10 June  Leader: Doug Forster 337-5453 
Porters Pass - Rabbit Hill -Trig 1660 MacFarlane Stream Circuit: Interesting 
circuit south of Porters in the Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park.  This area is 
considered a key site for the protection of high country landscapes and 
ecosystems.  The trip makes a 19km circuit with a long initial climb, and a 
further climb at the end out of MacFarlane Stream, earning its moderate hard 
grading.  If you’re not sure it is the trip for you, contact Doug.  Note: Meet at 
Church Corner at 7.30am. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 7 Jun 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

2007-06-14 - Movie night. 
Thursday 14 June  Club Night 
Movie night.: "A view from the top, Hillary the exceptional life of a Kiwi adventurer."  Part 1. 
2007-06-16 - Broken River/Bold Hill Base Camp 
Weekend 16-17 June  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 

 

Broken River/Bold Hill Base Camp: In the 
Korowai/Torlesse Tussocklands Park, at the 
eastern end of The Torlesse Range, the Old 
Avoca Homestead, built in 1909, has been 
recently restored.  It is accessed via Craigieburn 
Road, followed by a short walk and river 
(Broken) crossing.   Use it as a base to climb 
Bold Hill, visit Broken River mine and hut. 
Potential for mountain bike exploration.  Hard 
trampers could plan an east-west Torlesse 
traverse on Sunday. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 7 Jun 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 
 

2007-06-17 - Lillburn Hill 
Sunday 17 June  Leader: Kenneth Brown 359-2000 
Lillburn Hill: A good round trip in the Puketeraki range foothills accessed from 
the Lees Valley.  Follow the Ashley river initially across farm land and then up a 
marked track, near Tent Gully up onto the SE ridge 100m below Lilburne Hill 
(1405m).   Lovely tops travel give magnificent views as Tarn Hut is passed, and 
the 4WD track is picked up down the ridge to drop back down to the valley track.  
700m climb, 20km round trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 14 Jun 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $15 

2007-06-17 - Nikau Palm Gully 
Sunday 17 June  Leader: Michael Ny 337-9796 
Nikau Palm Gully: Akaroa Heads scenic zone with big cliffs, seabirds, palm 
trees and more. Acclaimed as one of the best forest remnants in the province. 
The size and number of nikau palms will amaze.  Approx 10km tracked walking 
with some gently rolling hills.  STOP PRESS: This may not run due to access 
issues talk to leader for more details, 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 14 Jun 
 Map: N37   
 Approx: $20 

2007-06-19 - Mid week social event 
Tuesday 19 June  Social Event 
Mid week social event: We have booked 2 lanes (max 12 people) at Garden City Bowl 15-21 Iversen Tce 
for 8pm (meet 7:50pm).  Since it's half price night the cost will only be $6 for the session.  This is strictly 
social, so do not be concerned if you are useless.  In fact, if you are useless do come as this gives Alan 
Ross a chance to not have the lowest score. 
2007-06-21 - River Bugging 
Thursday 21 June  Club Night 
River Bugging: Jonathan Carr will explain to us what river bugging is and where they go.  This will include 
images from an angle we usually try to avoid.  Will we be able to convince Jonathan to arrive dressed in 
the bugging gear? 
2007-06-23 - Broken River 
Saturday 23 June  Leader: Andrew Nichols 981-6698 
Broken River: Situated in the new Korowai Torlesse Tussocklands Park.  An 
easy 2-3 hours walk in a remote but easily accessed area.  Three small huts 
here are managed by DOC and the old homestead at the junction of Winding 
Creek is an historic place. We’ll need to ford Broken River (can be swift at times) 
so be prepared for wet feet. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 21 Jun 
 Map: N37   
 Approx: $25 

2007-06-23 - Mid Winter Breakfast 
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Saturday 23 June  Social Event 
Mid Winter Breakfast: This is to be held at the Chateau on the Park.  The starting time is 8.00am.  The 
breakfast is a great chance to catch up with other members of the club, and have an awesom feed.  You 
can either have a continetal breakfast for $17.50 or pay $21.50 for a full breakfast.  Its is buffet style, 
superb food and you can eat as much as you want (so no lunch will be needed!). After the eating the 
formal part of the proceedings includes stories (true of false) about silly, or funny, things done by members 
over the last year, and the presentation of the "Loo Lo0" award for the best one as voted by you.Come 
along and have a good feed, catch up with others, and have a good laugh.  ALL WELCOME, including 
children (children under 5 free and $1/ years old for children up to the age of 11. Numbers required by 
Wednesday 20th.  Either sign up on the list at club, or contact Alan on alan.d.ross@orica.com or phone 
3846425. 
2007-06-24 - Ribbonwood Stream 
Sunday 24 June  Leader: Flo Roberts 980-7913 
Ribbonwood Stream: Ribbonwood Stream drains the northern end of the 
Craigieburn Range and is responsible for the huge shingle fan that separates 
Lakes Pearson and Grasmere.  Mt Manson and Baldy Hill are the big ones 
above and no doubt Flo has her eye on them.  Check in with her and get the 
guff on the huff and puff. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 21 Jun 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

2007-06-28 - Newsletter Night 
Thursday 28 June  Club Night 
Newsletter Night: We also have a session of what you should be carrying on a winter weekend trip.  But 
this should be humorous as we have gear freak John Henson and Mr Bean's brother comparing what they 
would take on a weekend trip. 
2007-06-30 - Basic Snowcraft Course 
Weekend 30 June-1 July  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Basic Snowcraft Course: Ever wondered what ice axes are used for? Come 
along and discover they have a dozen or more uses - from self belay to step 
cutting. Learn self arrest - the fundamental and essential alpine safety technique 
for steep snow and even snowgrass slopes. And how to use crampons to get a 
grip on the terrain. We may even have time to make a small snowcave or an 
igloo. Stay at the comfortable club hut at Arthur's Pass. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 21 Jun 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-06-30 - Mt Oates, Arthur’s Pass 
Weekend 30 June-1 July  Leader: Clive Marsh 325-6253 
Mt Oates, Arthur’s Pass: A repeat of last years trip into Lake Mavis with a view 
to climb Mt Oates. Neat area with good views and can be tailored to various 
fitness levels, as the climb of Mt Oates is optional. Talk to others on Jonathan’s 
trip last year sounds great. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 21 Jun 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-07-01 - Banks Peninsula part 1 – Wainui – Saddle Hill – French Hill - Hilltop 
Sunday 1 July  Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
Banks Peninsula part 1 – Wainui – Saddle Hill – French Hill - Hilltop: Do an 
impressive long-distance Banks Peninsula tramp in easy sections!  Bernhard 
leads part 1, from Wainui to Saddle Hill, French Hill and Hilltop.  Start in from 
one of the roads above Wainui (across Akaroa Harbour from Akaroa itself) and 
head up Saddle Hill (841m), across Wainui Pass (550m) to French Hill (815m) 
and drop gently down to Hilltop (about 500m) where the thoughtful leader will 
have arranged to leave a car.  A great easy moderate tramp in undulating 
country. Part 2 at the end of July. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 28 Jun 
 Map: N36   
 Approx: $15 

2007-07-01 - Norma 
Sunday 1 July (note early start) Leader: Ian Dunn 343-2155 
Norma: A nice 1000m odd climb to Norma, 1722m, in the Lewis Pass area, with 
a surprisingly good track (not on the map) through most of the bush, then open 
tussock leading to a rocky ridge.  Ice axe and crampons required.  Make sure 
you contact leader for departure time and place. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 28 Jun 
 Map: M31 M32  
 Approx: $30 

2007-07-05 - Italy 
Thursday 5 July  Club Night 
Italy: Italy ( mid to north ) as it is today through the eyes of Rex and Greta Vink. 
2007-07-07 - Mount Vulcan 
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Saturday 7 July  Leader: David Henson 942-3954 
Mount Vulcan: A lovely 4-5 hour easy trip with about two hundred metres of 
height gain, and no worries about snow gear etc etc.  Mighty Mt Vulcan 
overlooks the sea on the east coast, north of Christchurch and 10  km S.W. of 
Motunau.  This is an unusual trip for this Club but Dave knows the area well, 
and how could you not want to see what a place called Vulcan, close to Mt 
Venus, is actually like?  There are plenty of farm tracks to follow or, depending 
on the group, Dave may take an untracked route along the ridge up to Vulcan.  
Total round trip about 10km. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 5 Jul 
 Map: N34   
 Approx: $15 

2007-07-07 - Kirwans Hut 
Weekend 7-8 July  Leader: Jim Western 376-5191 
Kirwans Hut: An old graded pack track climbs steadily to this good big hut 
situated just on the bush line. Great views over the surrounding country side and 
with an interesting side trip to the old Kirwans Reward mine site, this is a good 
winter weekend trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 28 Jun 
 Map: L30   
 Approx: $50 

2007-07-07 - Lake Florence, Rolleston River, Arthur’s Pass 
Weekend 7-8 July  Leader: Jeff Hall 332-9251 
Lake Florence, Rolleston River, Arthur’s Pass: Given the absence of snow 
the intended ski touring option for this weekend trip has been deferred. Option is 
to run the Lake Florence that did not run from earlier this year due to Wx. The 
existence of Lake Florence has been speculated on by a few club members 
wondering up the Rolleston River. I’m sure a few club members can offer some 
directions and advice on best access. Should be good travel, with Mt Armstrong 
and Anderson Peak at the head of the lake and options for a round trip possible. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closes: 28 Jun 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-07-08 - Bealey Spur 
Sunday 8 July  Leader: Lisa Glading 389-1737 
Bealey Spur: Bealey Hotel area. Start above the baches and climb through 
beech forest. On the way to the charming old hut, at about 1240m, the ridge 
opens up in places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri River and to 
the mountains beyond. Expect snow so make sure your gear includes gaiters, 
water-proof boots, and walking pole/ice axe and warm clothing. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 5 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

2007-07-08 - Maukuratawhai 
Sunday 8 July (note early start) Leader: Doug Forster 337-5453 
Maukuratawhai: Maukuratawhai is an interesting little 1615m peak just across 
the Clarence River from where you descend from Jacks Pass (sometime 
irreverently called Mt Muckaroundawhile to help you remember the name). We 
will climb up the long SW ridge (about 800m height gain) and if time and 
conditions permit we will traverse around to Pt 1575 and descend its S ridge to 
circle back to the starting point. You will need crampons and ice axe and warm 
footwear including gaiters. The trip starts with a cold ford of the Clarence so 
bring some spare sneakers so you can change into dry boots on the other side. 
Start time 7am at the Shell garage. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 5 Jul 
 Map: N31 N32  
 Approx: $30 

2007-07-14 - Heathcote Quarry – Mt Pleasant – Castle Rock – Heathcote 
Saturday 14 July (9 am start) Leader: Bev Clark 326-6544(with Dave Clark as well) 
Heathcote Quarry – Mt Pleasant – Castle Rock – Heathcote: Start at 
Heathcote Quarry and head on up to Mt Pleasant, then along Mt Pleasant 
Bluffs, taking in Castle Rock, and coming round back to the Quarry (about 5 
hours at an easy pace).  9 am start at the Shell, Carlton Corner. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 12 Jul 
 Map: M36   
 Approx: $5 

2007-07-14 - Arthurs Pass Base Camp 
Weekend 14-15 July  Leader: Chris Curry 351-5913 
Arthurs Pass Base Camp: Winter is a great time to visit the club hut, with snow 
on the mountains the Pass can be a magic place. There is tramping for all 
abilities, from easy strolls to hard climbs on the snow covered mountains and 
even the possibility of sking at Temple basin. 

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 5 Jul 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-07-15 - Mt Barrosa 
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Sunday 15 July  Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Mt Barrosa: In the Clent hills, Mt Barrosa is a wee bit further west than Mt 
Somers and a wee bit lower too (1364m.). It is an interesting geological area 
(Barrosa Andesite) and rumour has it that keen rock hounds can find geods 
(whatever they are). Others can just enjoy the 800m climb on mostly untracked 
tussock hillside with good views all the way up. Approx 10km round trip. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 12 Jul 
 Map: J36   
 Approx: $25 

2007-07-21 - Leith Hill – Thomas River 
Saturday 21 July  Leader: Pam Crosswell 332-8363 
Leith Hill – Thomas River: A lovely Craigieburns loop, starting at Castle Hill 
Village and trotting up Leith Hill (1384m, about 700m height gain) and back to 
the cars via the Thomas River.  Check with the leader about ice axe when we 
know what snow conditions are like. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 19 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

2007-07-21 - Basic Snowcraft Course 
Weekend 21-22 July  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Basic Snowcraft Course: Ever wondered what ice axes are used for? Come 
along and discover they have a dozen or more uses - from self belay to step 
cutting. Learn self arrest - the fundamental and essential alpine safety technique 
for steep snow and even snowgrass slopes. And how to use crampons to get a 
grip on the terrain. We may even have time to make a small snowcave or an 
igloo. Stay at the comfortable club hut at Arthur's Pass. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 12 Jul 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

2007-07-21 - Hanmer Base Camp 
Weekend 21-22 July  Leader: Lisa Glading 389-1737 
Hanmer Base Camp: A wonderful mid winter social weekend. A great place to 
base ourselves for the weekend . We will rent a house have a pot luck dinner on 
the Saturday night, followed by some games( bring your favourites). You can 
spend each day doing as much or as little  as you like ie tramps for all abilities 
from very easy to hard climbs.  Mt Isobel is a good option. Also there is good 
mountain biking ,sking ,brunching at a café or soaking in the hotpools 

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 12 Jul 
 Map: M31 M32 N32 
 Approx: $30 + Accom 

2007-07-22 - Mt Alexander 
Sunday 22 July (+ club hut Saturday night) Leader: Jeff Hall 332-9251 
Mt Alexander: Direct from the Taramakau. A bit of a challenge for all you hard 
trampers.  Spend Saturday night at the Club hut to be poised for a brisk 
departure, and then up from 250 m to 1958m (and back again).  It's steep and 
there will be snow so bring your usual toys – crampons, ice axe, . . . and a good 
head torch.  Please make sure you talk to Jeff for this trip. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closes: 19 Jul 
 Map: K32 K33  
 Approx: $35 

2007-07-28 - Intermediate Snowcraft. 
Weekend 28-29 July  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Intermediate Snowcraft.: In-town training weekend to 'learn the ropes' of 
belaying, glacier travel, crevasse extraction, mountain safety  issues and alpine 
equipment, in preparation for the 'on the snow'  training weekend at Arthur's 
Pass in August. Practice these  techniques in comfortable surroundings before 
heading into the snow.  Check with Richard for gear required. It is required that 
participants have done Basic Snowcraft Training in the use of Ice Axe and 
Crampons. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 19 Jul 
 Map: N/A   
 Approx: $25 

2007-08-04 - Intermediate Snowcraft. 
Weekend 4-5 August  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Intermediate Snowcraft.: 'On the snow' training weekend at Arthur's Pass. 
Apply the lessons learnt during the in-town training weekend and find out how to 
use these techniques in real alpine conditions. An action packed weekend full of 
challenges,   learning experiences and fun. Prepare for those adventurous 
alpine  tramping trips you have planned! Stay at the club hut. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 26 Jul 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 
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Trip Reports 
 

21-25 April 2007 

Mt Titiroa 
 

Eight people left Christchurch at 6.15 p.m. after three kayaks and gear had been packed.  We had a fish 
and chip stop in Ashburton and after another 3 hours drive we stopped and camped on the side of the road 
near Lake Pukaki, behind a NO CAMPING sign! 

 
Up at 6 the next morning and on the road at 7 on the way to Manapouri where we arrived at 12.00.  While 
Steve, Jeff and Lynette got their gear and kayaks ready to paddle to the Hope Arm Hut, Richard, Tom, 
Andrew, Dale and myself, Walter, went with a dinghy across the Waiau River to begin the 3 hour tramp to 
meet them.  After an hour Tom went a shorter way and the rest of us took a longer way hoping to get a 
good view of the lake but unfortunately all we saw was more bush and met up with Tom again at the hut 
about 3.30.  We'd expected the kayakers to be there before us but they arrived about an hour and a half 
later, because they'd stopped and climbed a lookout point, The Monument, just before Hope Arm.  The 
weather was overcast but quite mild.  Half of the party stayed in the hut while the other half camped out on 
the beach on the shore of Lake Manapouri.  After dinner we sat around a campfire just like in the good old 
tramping days! 
 
The next morning we left the Hope Arm hut at 8.15, walked up a good track over a saddle and down the 
other side to Garnock Burn.  The lady who had taken us with the dinghy across the Waiau River said there 
was a route to Mt Titiroa.  We couldn't find it at all.  We went straight across the river and up the steep side 
of the valley till we reached one of the ridges which leads to Mt Titiroa.  It was a grunt to the bushline and 
although it was very steep at least the bush was open and easy going.  Some of us had to stop a few times 
to catch our breath!  We hoped the weather would clear because there was still a bit of high cloud around 
the tops.  About three-quarters of the way up we caught a glimpse of the top ridge of Mt Titiroa.  It looked 
all white.  At the top of the bushline we followed Steve's suggestion for a "mini lunch break" of about 15 
minutes planning to have a real lunch break at the campsite.  The plan was to find a campsite, put up the 
tent and then go to the top of Mt Titiroa, because the weather forecast for the next day wasn't that good.  It 
took us quite a while to find a good campsite and we finally found one beside a trickle of water.   
 
Dale and Tom decided to camp right up on top of the ridge above our campsite.  After setting up camp we 
headed up, with lots of photo stops, getting to the top at about 4.30 p.m.  The weather cleared and with a 
beautiful clear blue sky we had stunning views.  All the hard work climbing to the top was worth it.  I'd made 
the right decision to leave out visiting Dubai on the way home to Switzerland and to stay longer in New 
Zealand instead to do this trip!  I'd never been on a mountain like this before.  In places on the way up to 
the top there was sand, like on a beach, and all over the place there were little crystals which made the 
mountain look, from a distance, as if there was snow on the top. There were lots of rocks of all different 
types, sizes and shapes.  After taking heaps of photos we got back to the campsite just as it was getting 
dark!  Steve put a brew on and it was great to sit down and have a hot drink, especially as our lunch break 
had been such a short one!  While we were having dinner the evening mist crept up the valley slowly and 
covered us, and happily dropped below us after a short time.  After a hard day's tramping there wasn't 
much point staying up late, and we were quite happy to climb into our sleeping bags for a good night's rest! 
 
About 7.30 in the morning the sun peeked through a gap between the clouds and the tops of the 
mountains, and it was time to take a few more photos!  We decided to go back a different way and climbed 
back up to the ridge and followed it down to the bushline.  The weather had cleared and it took us about 
three hours to go down to the bushline because there were so many lovely rocks to be photographed!  
There were rocks shaped like turtles, Stonehenge, the three bears, men, women, even Father Christmas! 
And more!   
 
It's an incredible mountain.   At the end of this amazing, shiny, glittery rock ridge we had an extra-long 
lunchbreak to make up for the short one of the day before.  Steve even made a brew.  There wasn't much 
point hurrying back to the hut to be eaten by sandflies!  We dropped down a ridge which was as steep as 
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the one we'd gone up and at the bottom of the valley we met a hunter carrying about 30-40 kgs of venison 
in his pack. He had a really heavy pack! 
 
Four of us put tents up when we arrived at the Hope Arm Hut because the weather was still okay.  Dale 
climbed up the nearby lookout point, the Monument..  About 4.30 the rain set in and everyone was happy 
to be able to have dinner in the hut with no sandflies.   The hunters brought out a generator and we were 
able to have light without using the headlamps.  We were so lucky with the weather the previous two days 
because that night it poured. 
 
The next day the plan was for the five trampers to walk out, get the cars, drive over to the Borland road and 
in to the South Arm of Lake Manapouri where we should pick up our three kayakers.  We were told that the 
road was open and if it wasn't we could collect a key for the gate from the Borland Lodge.  It took us two 
hours to walk out to Lake Manapouri.  Andrew rang to arrange for the dinghy to meet us and take us back 
across the Waiau River to the cars.  It took us about three-quarters of an hour to drive to the Borland Lodge 
where we should pick up the key.  But surprise!  No key!  The access road to South Arm had been blocked 
by a slip.  After some discussion and fruitless phonecalls we drove back to Lake Manapouri.  We had three 
options: 
 
1.      Wait till the kayakers paddle out the next day, which would take them about 6 hours. 2.      Leave a 
car for them and the remaining five of us drive back to Christchurch in the other car. 3.      Hire a boat to 
pick up the kayakers at a cost of $300. After consideration we hired a boat and hoped the kayakers would 
pay the bigger part of the cost, which they did.  It took 40 mins for the boat to get to the South Arm and 
there we found the kayaks and gear on the beach but no kayakers!  They'd gone to find us!  They turned 
up an hour later!  After an eventful side-trip we arrived back at the cars at about 4.30 p.m. packed up and 
headed home, staying overnight in the cabins at the Gore Motor Camp. 
 
Thanks Lynette for organising such a brilliant trip and everyone for their good company!  
 
 
 
Trampers:Richard Lobb, Andrew White, Tom Hu, Dale Drummond and Walter Gusset (scribe) 
Kayakers: Lynette Hartley, Jeff Hall, Steve Bruerton 
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13 May 2007 

Mt Somers north face indirect - the reconnaissance 
 

 
Well, all the preparation was there – we equipped ourselves with not one but three copies from rock 
climbing guides for the area, plus assorted climbing gear, helmets etc.  We set off early from Christchurch, 
and we strode very purposefully along to Pinnacles Hut from the Sharplin Falls carpark and then checked 
out our routes from the small saddle just before the hut.  It was a beautiful warm day and the plans all 
began to bend into a slightly different shape as it became clear that those who had carried the gear in 
(thanks Clive, Jeff, Steve) were looking forward to using it properly on some of the very inviting-looking 
crags around.  Who could pass up something called Meatgrinder?  Steve did attempt to stick to plan A and 
so the intention was to head up to Meatgrinder, manfully avoiding distractions on the lower crags, muck 
around a little there, and then carry on up and over . . .   But guess who got very distracted at almost the 
first opportunity – and led Clive and Jeff astray as well?  Their bouldering however was limited by a 
disturbing degree of vertical-ness not far off the ground and the whole group continued scrambling up 
through the scrub and rock, pausing every now and again to try to force the topology around us to 
approximate to the diagrams in the route guides.   
 
We passed Christian Principles (nobody seemed keen to challenge that one) and headed up to where 
Meatgrinder surely was.  It wasn’t, but we had lunch anyway and sent a speedy Ian-scout back down.  
Then we decided to try where we were anyway and sent Steve after the scout.  Clive and Jeff rapidly 
discovered why that was not one of the documented climbing spots (a slight problem about where to place 
solid protection apparently) but Steve came back to report that Meatgrinder had been located a couple of 
hundred metres below us.  We zipped back down, set up some anchors and started playing – Ken’s 10-
lessons-in-1 introduction to rock climbing!  The advantage of not taking rock shoes soon became apparent, 
since any dismal failures and desperate scrabblings could be safely ascribed to trying to climb in tramping 
boots.  Steve also pointed out that Ian’s long reach naturally made things much easier for him.  Andrew 
climbed as though the very hounds of hell were after him first time up but calmed down a bit after that.   
 
All too soon Steve was pointing out that we ought to be moving on since we barely had enough time to get 
over and down before the light went.  “What’s the problem?” said Clive - “We can easily get down with 
torches provided we are on the top in the light”.  “Yes, if you remembered your torch” replied the ill-
illuminated leader.  It was still a lovely day, there were plenty more climbs to try – it seemed an easy 
decision to just stay and go out the same way.  Even so, we left about as late as we could and went down 
the very direct way rather than back via the hut, and then hurtled out with Steve and Clive leading and the 
rest of us at a slightly less breakneck pace to get back to the carpark just on dark.   
 
So that leaves Mt Somers north face direct for another day.  It is clearly a good trip, and a variety of 
satisfactorily scrambly ways can easily be found up between the crags behind Pinnacles Hut, so look out 
for it on future trip lists. 
 
Trampers:Steve Bruerton (leader), Jeff Hall, Clive Marsh, Ken Brown, Andrew Tromans, Ian Dunn, Jenny 
Harlow. 
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Timeless 

Dear Aunty Ice Axe 
 

 
(Our beloved readers may greet the return of Aunty Ice Axe with delight or despair - or possibly just 
complete indifference.  The redoubtable aunt is however determined to step back into her role as the 
CTC’s very own occasional agony columnist and random bestower of the fruits of experience upon 
innocent bystanders.) 
 
Dear Aunty Ice Axe 
I recently joined the tramping club and I wanted to do lots of trips, but now I am worried about camping in 
winter, with snow and everything.  Have you got any tips? 
Yours in trepidation, 
Cold Feet 
 
Dear Cold Feet 
 
Well, Aunty has long reckoned that there are two ways to ensure a good winter tramping experience.  The 
first, for private trips, is a snifter of ‘Old Growler’ 86.9% proof schnapps before bedtime (Aunty’s tip – carry 
in a metal flask – it seems to eat through plastic).  However, since the CTC have very sensibly decreed 
against alcohol on club trips, you will have to rely on the second:  the sleeping bag.  In fact, Aunty cannot 
emphasise enough the importance of a good sleeping bag suitable for the conditions.  Aunty herself has a 
whole battery of bags for every conceivable need.  Lightweight tramping does not come any lighter than the 
Superfly (thistledown filling, parachute silk cover, shaped to hug Aunty’s impressive contours precisely). 
 
Aunty’s own favourite, for tough trekking in extreme conditions, is the Rhinobag:  teflon-coated cover 
reinforced with leather at heavy wear points, wool and ostrich-down mix filling, aunty-shape (similar to a 
mummy but bigger and more generously cut at hips and feet).  It is best to take an extra yak to carry it. 
 
There are many examples of more practical bags and with the demise of Fairydown you may be able to 
source two lesser-known models from their ‘Lethal Pets’ range.  The Rattlesnake is similar to the Cobra but 
especially suitable for dry conditions, with a beautifully patterned cover almost invisible when bivvying 
beneath rocks.  Or try the Python – wraps itself around you very warmly but surprisingly capacious once 
you are inside. 
 
Having your sleeping bag cleaned regularly (Master Valet on Lincoln Road has the doubtful privilege of the 
Aunty seal of approval) also keeps it so much warmer.  And of course even those of you who do not have a 
purpose-built sleeping bag storage room with temperature controlled environment, racking, and doberman 
guard-dog should always store your bags in a dry place out of their stuff sacks.  Finally, Aunty takes this 
opportunity to clarify that while ‘Old Growler’ was to some extent implicated in the creation of the CTC 
alcohol rules, it was certainly not she who struck the match too close to the flask of precious liquid, and she 
was as inconvenienced as anyone else by the ensuing conflagration. 
 
Happy snoring in the snow! 
 
Aunty Ice Axe 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz)  
by Sunday, 24 June 2007 – Thanks. 


