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Social Convener Sue Napier 338 8926 New Members Craig Beere 374 2392 
    Susan Pearson 337 4914 
 

The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (minimal experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience 
required).  We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership 
rates per year are $35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for hire.  The Gear Custodian is Ken Brown 
359 2000.  Note: Club gear assigned to you is your 
responsibility; please take care of it. 

Our Club Hut in the Arthur’s Pass Township has the 
comforts of home but with the mountains at the back 
door. – Even better now with real showers and inside 
flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!).  A great place for a 
few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  
Please book before leaving town to ensure there is a 
bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 981 7929; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 
352 5329; or if they’re both away, Andrew Wrapson 980 6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 
member’s partner, $15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance 
required, please tell Dave. 

Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of 
social functions are organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can 
give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Sue Napier 338 8926 or email 
social@ctc.org.nz .  Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest 
speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 

Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm 
on Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and 
opposite Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side 
streets, otherwise it may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at 
Shell Carlton, as they are kind enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of petrol 
costs per person.  Please bring it in cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you have 
comments or suggestions for trips, please contact the appropriate trip organiser (listed at top of the 
page). 

Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the 
trip list into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the 
box.  Spare key holders are listed on the box. 

Rates: Tent $3/person/night 

Ice axes, crampons  
harnesses, snow shovel 

$4/weekend 

Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 

Mountain radio 
$30/weekend  
$40/week. 
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Notices 
 

AGM: Notice is hearby given that the 75th Annual General Meeting of the Christchurch Tramping Club 
(Incorporated) will be held at the PC Browne Room, Canterbury Horticultural Centre, South Hagley Park, 
57 Riccarton Ave, Christchurch on Thursday 19 April 2007 at 7.30 pm.  Please submit any items for the 
agenda to the Secretary, Christchurch Tramping Club, PO Box 527, Christchurch 8014 or email 
secretary@ctc.org.nz.   

Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This list is used 
to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, and from time to time 
a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages intended for the list, and requests to 
join or leave the list should be sent to the above email address.  Note that the moderator will check as to 
the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut books when 
they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: We now have photos on the web page to accompany trip reports. Please email photos to 
webmaster@ctc.org.nz . 
New Members: Please welcome the following new members - Leslie Grant, Ian Wyllie, Paul Titus and 
welcome back to Ann and Bernie Drozdowski, rejoining the club. 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337 4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the properties we 
tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343 2155 or email 
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
Club Hut: When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (no pun intended) could be severe, so please read the instructions 
carefully. 
Committee: The Committee meets from 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday of every month.  The venue 
changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss matters.  
Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349 2280). 
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WOULD YOU ADMIT TO  
RECOGNISING THIS PERSON? 

 

Christchurch Tramping Club 75th Anniversary 
Weekend after Easter 2007 (14/15 April 2007) 

 

Next month, get your tickets now 
 

See the website for a booking form  http://www.ctc.org.nz 
or contact Rex or Greta Vink, Ph (03) 352 5329, PO Box 527, Christchurch email greta-vink@clear.net.nz 

(No door sales) 
 

Members Login to Website: The general "Members" login has been removed from the new web site to 
enable some new features to be rolled out. Instead, you now need to use your own personal login. If you're 
on the club email list you should already have received an email about your login name, which will be of the 
form r.lobb, s.pearson, c.beere etc. The default passwords for all the new logins are the same as for the old 
'members' login, but once you're logged in you can click the "User details" menu at the top to change your 
password, email etc. If you're not on the club email list and would like to be able to login, please send an 
email to richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz, but note that the website software does require that you have an 
email address if you're to have a login account. Sorry about any inconvenience here. 
Newsletter Online: The new web server has a different way of making PDF versions of newsletters 
available. You first need to login to the site (see previous notice). A new item , "Newsletter archive" will 
then appear in the main menu. Click this menu item, then select the newsletter you want from the list of all 
newsletters. 
Website photos: We intend changing the three photos displayed on the front page of the website 
regularly. So if you'd like to have one of your trip photos appear there, please send it to 
webmaster@ctc.org.nz. Photos should be landscape format, must have CTC club members clearly visible 
in them (either doing some great tramping or being sociable in an interesting place) and must be eye-
catching in thumbnail size as well as looking good full size. 
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Crampon Retention: Just a wee reminder that stuff attached to the side of your pack is liable to come off, 
if not securely attached, especially when bush bashing.  Many CTC members have bitter memories of 
having lost valuable stuff in such a way (editor included).  Remember that crampon patches are not 
necessarily to be trusted, and anything tied on needs at least one backup connection point in case of 
failure. 
Mountain Radio: The Canterbury Mountain Radio Service has changed its address to c/- Ballingers 
Hunting & Fishing, 173 Montreal Street, P.O. Box 22-342, Christchurch, New Zealand. 
 

Classifieds 
 
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge. 
 

External Events of interest 
 
Locator Beacons: The current 121.5 MHz locator beacons (the type the club owns and probably the type 
you own if you have one) will be obsolete from February 2009, when monitoring will cease.  The powers-
that-be recommend that you are fully upgraded to the new 406MHz beacons well before then.  See 
www.beacons.org.nz for more detail. 
Poo Pots: DOC is trialling a "Poo Pots in the Park" scheme at Aoraki/Mt Cook National Park. Pots are free, 
and recyclable outside the Visitor Centre at the Aoraki/Mt Cook village. The liners are free, bio-degradable, 
and can be deposited with the poo in hut toilets or outside the Visitor Centre. The CTC support and 
encourage the use of the Poo Pots in the Aoraki/Mt Cook region, both for human health and for Maori 
cultural reasons. To take, pick up a supply of Poo Pots and liners, visit the Visitor Centre at the Aoraki/Mt 
Cook village during its opening hours - we suggest you contact DOC directly to confirm the opening hours 
before leaving Christchurch. 
FMC pack liners and poster: FMC have produced their own pack liner.  Suitable for day packs and for a 
bag-with-a-bag in bigger packs, it is a bit smaller and lighter than the standard.  Prices $56 for 100 bags or 
$20 for 25 bags inc. p&p from FMC.   See the notice board in the latest FMC bulletin.  If you only want a 
few, email the CTC secretary secretary@ctc.org.nz or phone 349 2280 and we will see if there is enough 
interest for an order.  FMC have also produced a colour poster - again see the Bulletin.   
Burglary Survey: DOC is running a research project to explore vehicle break-ins at DOC roadends, to see 
if the fear of burglary is detering people from enjoying the outdoors.  If you have been a victim they want to 
hear from you - please email car_crime@doc.govt.nz including details of when and where it happened, 
how it affected you at the time and how it has subsequently affected you.  Or post to Dr Bronwyn Morrison, 
DOC Head Office, PO Box 10-420, Wellington. 
Oxfam Trailwalker: Janet Crofts is part of a team of 4 from Christchurch partaking in this years Oxfam 
Trailwalker NZ.  This is a challenge during which each participant has to complete a hilly cross-country 
circuit of 100km within 36 hours, with the aim of raising sponsorship for the Oxfam cause.  Her team has 
committed to raising $5000, all from private sponsorship, feel free to give to this great cause to help 
eradicate poverty and injustice.  Either log-on to our team website to donate securely online 
www.oxfam.org.nz/events/OTW07_387 (more info about the event online) or send cheques (payable to 
Oxfam Trailwalker NZ) or even small amounts of cash to Janet Crofts, 50 Francis Av, St Albans , Chch.  
Thank you. 
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Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
2007-02-22 Thu - Newsletter night / Pre 75th Anniversary social evening for all generations of CTC 
trampers 
Thursday 22 February   
Newsletter night / Pre 75th Anniversary social evening for all generations of CTC trampers: The 
normal Origami will be followed by a few slides of tramping trips of the past. This will be followed by an 
extended supper which will give you a chance to meet some of the older members of the club, who will be 
participating in the 75th anniversary celebrations. Since this evening is intended as a social gathering, it 
would be great if you could bring a plate for supper.   
2007-02-24 Sat - Avalanche Peak Challenge 
Saturday 24 February  Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929 
Avalanche Peak Challenge: Come along and be a Marshall, or even prove 
your tramping prowess by competing.  Great fun either way.   

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closed: 22 Feb 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $0 to $80 

2007-02-24 Sat - Ball Pass 
Weekend 24-25 February  Leader: Bruce Miller 349 3611 
Ball Pass: One of New Zealand's classic mountain pass traverses with some of 
the best views of Mt Cook available anywhere. Come and join in this great trip at 
an optimum time of year when the weather should be at its best. This trip is 
always a highlight and will start with a walk up to the old Ball hut before climbing 
to camp high on the Tasman glacier side of the Pass under the imposing 
Caroline face. Sunday will see us climbing up to the pass before descending the 
Hooker glacier side. Ice axe and crampons required.   

 Grade: Hard 
 Closed: 15 Feb 
 Map: H36   
 Approx: $55 

2007-02-25 Sun - Mt Pember – Lees Valley 
Sunday 25 February (Early Start 7am) Leader: Bernard Parawa 981 4931 
Mt Pember – Lees Valley: Prominent pyramid shaped peak (1714m) in the 
Puketeraki Range Whistler River catchment.  Early Start 7am.   

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closed: 22 Feb 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $20 

2007-02-25 Sun - Scenery Nook 
Sunday 25 February  Leader: Erik Norder 980 8022 
Scenery Nook: Out past Wainui on Lands End Station. Sweeping vistas of 
Akaroa and the blue majesty of Pacific’s endless curve beckons the wanderer 
down to explore its foamy edge and therein discover the hidden treasures of the 
nook.   

 Grade: Easy 
 Closed: 22 Feb 
 Map: N36 N37  
 Approx: $15 

2007-03-01 Thu - Is carrying your pack a pain in the back? 
Thursday 1 March   
Is carrying your pack a pain in the back?: Vicki Slade gave up a career in computers to start doing 
something she’s finding far more worthwhile - as a physical therapist she’s helping people rejuvenate their 
bodies.  Vicki’s teaching FutureGym, which is an extremely effective exercise routine that requires no 
equipment, so it can be done anywhere – it’s perfect for trampers!  Vicki’s going to teach us a few 
exercises to help us ease our aching backs, knees and hips – or to prevent these problems developing.  
Vicki’s clients have enjoyed numerous benefits – increased height; avoiding hip replacement; complete 
relief from back pain; recovery from spinal misalignments; pain relief for arthritis and RSI; improved 
flexibility and strength; and more.   Some of the exercises require lying on the floor so bring along your 
sleeping mat if you’d like more comfort than that offered by the carpeted floor.  Vicki will be available to do 
a few brief personal assessments before the formal part of the evening starts and perhaps after the ‘class’.  
If you would like to know more about FutureGym you can visit the web site – www.futuregym.net  
2007-03-03 Sat - 75th Jubilee trip to Victoria Park 
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Saturday 3 March  Leader: Rex Vink 352 5327 and Kelvin Bartram 342 7436 
75th Jubilee trip to Victoria Park: Start 10 a.m. bring lunch and drinks. Sorry 
can not boil billy there, you can do a short trip or medium or a bit longer or just 
drink coffee and talk. All members present and past welcome, no trip list.   

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: N/A 
 Map: N36 N37  
 Approx: $15 

2007-03-03 Sat - Lucretia / Rough Creek 
Weekend 3-4 March  Leader: Andrew Turton 332 8275 
Lucretia / Rough Creek: This trip starts in the Nina Valley and climbs up the 
Lucretia valley to the beautiful Lewis tops and on to camp beside one of my 
favourite mountain bivs (Brass Monkey). On Sunday we will continue along the 
tops to get the great view over Lake Christobel before descending Rough Creek 
to the road and Maruia Springs.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 22 Feb 
 Map: M31   
 Approx: $40 

2007-03-04 Sun - Mt Rolleston 
Sunday 4 March  Leader: Required  
Mt Rolleston: Popular peak in Arthur's Pass NP. A serious undertaking. Gird 
your loins for the Big One.   

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 1 Mar 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2007-03-04 Sun - Pompeys Pillar, Red Bay and Shelly Bay 
Sunday 4 March  Leader: Phil Tree 942 7670 
Pompeys Pillar, Red Bay and Shelly Bay: A scenic tramp on Banks Peninsula 
with the opportunity for a swim. Generally easy travel on farmland and QEII 
covenanted reserves, with a few ups and downs and one short section of bush-
bashing.   

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 1 Mar 
 Map: N36 N37  
 Approx: $20 

2007-03-08 Thu - John Henson takes us skiing in Canada 
Thursday 8 March   
John Henson takes us skiing in Canada: Come and see the Grant and John’s ski experience in 
Canada. Did they survive the -30°C without the black bits?   
2007-03-10 Sat - Hapuku / Kowhai 
Weekend 10-11 March  Leader: Ken Brown 359 2000 
Hapuku / Kowhai: A great trip in the Seaward Kaikoura Mountain. Traverse the 
two very interesting connecting valleys behind Mt Fyffe. With a mixture of river 
gorges, bush and tussock tops, two huts and also good camping this trip has a 
lot of variety.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 1 Mar 
 Map: O31   
 Approx: $40 

2007-03-10 Sat - Tuke River / Mikonui River – West Coast 
Weekend 10-11 March  Leader: Doug Forster 337 5453 
Tuke River / Mikonui River – West Coast: Trip to the West Coast over Arthur’s 
Pass and into the Mikonui River area. The Tuke is the principle tributary of the 
Mikonui and is superb, rugged, remote back-country bordered between the 
Whitcombe and Whataroa River catchments. The basin is a natural rock and 
tussock amphitheatre rimmed by impressive mountains including The Tusk, 
Sawtooth Ridge, Mt Beaumont and Galena Ridge. Check out remote huts 
website for huts like Dickie Spur & Healey Ridge huts. Needs good weather.   

 Grade: Hard 
 Closes: 1 Mar 
 Map: J34   
 Approx: $60 

2007-03-11 Sun - Bus Stop 
Sunday 11 March  Leader: Erik Norder 980 8022 
Bus Stop: This is a variant of the famous Mt Somers walkway, on the lower and 
western flanks of Mt Somers. Once the Mt Somers Hut is reached, return to the 
Woolshed Creek carpark by the Bus Stop route. Cool off afterwards with a 
delicious dip in a pool of the stream. A “must do” trip done at an easy pace.   

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 8 Mar 
 Map: K36   
 Approx: $25 

2007-03-11 Sun - Jollie Brook 
Sunday 11 March  Leader: Required  
Jollie Brook: Popular loop track. Hurunui River  Lake Sumner area.    Grade: EasyMod 

 Closes: 8 Mar 
 Map:    
 Approx: $30 

2007-03-15 Thu - Map skills 
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Thursday 15 March   
Map skills: Come along and learn / recap how to use a map in the hills. It will involve basic theory and 
then plenty of practice – a must session for all keen trampers.   
2007-03-17 Sat - Dumblane - Mt Charon 
Saturday 17 March  Leader: Required  
Dumblane - Mt Charon: Two peaks close to Jacks Pass, Hanmer. Lead the trip 
and choose the route.   

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 15 Mar 
 Map: N32   
 Approx:  

2007-03-17 Sat - No Green Needles 
Saturday 17 March  Leader: Warwick Dowling 366 2045 
No Green Needles: Wilding Pine Control Day:  ECAN are providing tools, 
maps, and organisation. There are two sites, both on Flock Hill.  One is where 
we were last year, the other is on the west side of the main road between 
Broken River and the Environment Centre access road. The fit ones can go into 
Constitution hill by 4WD again. As in previous years, transport will be provided 
to Flock Hill by 4WD from a suitable meeting place on the edge of CHCH - 
details to follow. Bring your food, drink, and gardening gloves as well as usual 
day tramp gear. This is a very useful method of raising funds for the club, as 
ECAN will donate to CTC depending on how many people we supply. But there 
is a limit of 20 to 25 people – so be in quick to put your name on the trip list, 
which is out now, to avoid disappointment. A good time is usually had by all.   

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 15 Mar 
 Map:    
 Approx: $0 

2007-03-17 Sat - Akaroa Base Camp 
Weekend 17-18 March  Leader: Dave Henson 942 3954 
Akaroa Base Camp: Suitable for all ages and especially for members who have 
not been active recently. There is now a good network of tracks around Akaroa 
providing a choice of short to full day walks such as a circuit of Hinewai Reserve 
or Stony Bay Peak via Purple Peak track. We plan to stay at Akaroa Camp 
Ground where there is a choice of tenting or cabins. David will phone around 
once the trip has closed to discuss your accommodation preferences. This trip 
will leave on Friday night as usual but people who want to drive over on 
Saturday to arrive by 9:39 a.m. will be welcome. An opportunity for old and 
current members to meet and discuss our common history on the track and in 
camp.   

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 8 Mar 
 Map: N36 N37  
 Approx: $20+Accom 

2007-03-18 Sun - Akaroa 
Sunday 18 March  Leader: Required  
Akaroa: Over the hills and far away…    Grade: Easy 

 Closes: 15 Mar 
 Map:    
 Approx:  

2007-03-22 Thu - Sue Napier is taking us to the Sub Antarctica Islands and Antarctica 
Thursday 22 March   
Sue Napier is taking us to the Sub Antarctica Islands and Antarctica: The trip left from Bluff by sea, 
and visited the Sub Antarctica Islands (Snares, Auckland, Campbell and Macquarie) and then down 
through the Southern Ocean to the Ross Sea part of Antarctica. Here visits were done to the historic huts 
used by Scott and Shackleton as well as viewing the amazing scenery and diverse wildlife. This includes 
penguins, albatross, seals, whales to name a few.   
2007-03-24 Sat - Anniversary Trip Tarn Col 
Weekend 24-25 March  Leader: Eric Saggers 385 9234 
Anniversary Trip Tarn Col: Come and meet new and old club members on this 
great standard Arthur's Pass trip. It starts in the Edwards Valley and climbs past 
the hut to Taruahuna Pass and on to Tarn Col to camp. Walker Pass and the 
Hawarden Valley follow on Sunday. A good trip and a unique chance to mix with 
current and older members.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 15 Mar 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

2007-03-25 Sun - Phillistine 
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Sunday 25 March  Leader: Clive Marsh 325 6253 
Phillistine: High peak overlooking Rolleston Glacier. Otira river basin, Arthur's 
Pass.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 22 Mar 
 Map: K33   
 Approx:  

2007-03-25 Sun - Red Hill 
Sunday 25 March  Leader: Susan Pearson 337 4914 
Red Hill: Red Hill is west of Lake Lyndon opposite Benmore.  Climb 
approximately 800m to the 1640m peak with magnificent views over Lake 
Coleridge and the Rakaia.  The circular route up passes through some varied 
country with potential for a good scree run on the return.  Ideal tramp for any 
'Easy' trampers looking to increase their skills on varied terrain.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 22 Mar 
 Map: K35   
 Approx:  

2007-03-29 Thu - Newsletter folding and Tramp wise 
Thursday 29 March   
Newsletter folding and Tramp wise: After the usual Origami there will be an informal discussion on “How 
to pick a campsite”.   
2007-03-31 Sat - Anniversary trip Arthur's Pass Base camp at the Club Hut 
Weekend 31 March - 1 April  Leader: Dave Watson 981 7929 
Anniversary trip Arthur's Pass Base camp at the Club Hut: Join Dave for a 
weekend at the Club Hut. Lots of options for all levels of tramping, or just relax 
and enjoy the company of present and old club members reminiscing about 
some great trips in the hills.   

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 22 Mar 
 Map: K33   
 Approx:  

2007-04-01 Sun - Kaituna - Mt Herbert 
Sunday 1 April  Leader: Joy Schroeder 351 4655 
Kaituna - Mt Herbert: Sneak up on the view with this approach. Amazing views 
of entire crater rim and beyond.   

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 29 Mar 
 Map: M36   
 Approx:  

2007-04-01 Sun - Mt Manson 
Sunday 1 April  Leader: Required  
Mt Manson: A club favourite. Northern end of the Craigieburn Range 
overlooking Lake Pearson.   

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 29 Mar 
 Map: K34   
 Approx:  

2007-04-05 Thu - No club night 
Thursday 5 April   
No club night: We're all off on our Easter Trips.   
2007-04-06 Fri - Nelson Lakes Base Camp 
Long Weekend 6-9 April  Leader: Required  
Nelson Lakes Base Camp: St Arnaud is a great place for a base camp with 
walks for all levels from easy day walks round the lake shore to more strenuous 
trips to the tops such as Mt Roberts or the Parachute rocks.  There are also trips 
for everything in between or just cruising.   

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 29 Mar 
 Map: N29   
 Approx: $50+Accom 

2007-04-07 Sat - Mt Richardson 
Saturday 7 April  Leader: Mike Newlove 355 8360 
Mt Richardson:     Grade: Easy 

 Closes: 5 Apr 
 Map: L34 K34  
 Approx:  
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Trip Reports 
 

 

From The Archives 
 

The days when packs were 50lb, snow was soft, and trampers just loved a good nor-west 

A Winter Walk 

Clear frosty weather saw 50 lb packs being lugged up the Waimak.  A leisurely lunch at the Carrington 
Palace and on up the White River to Barker.  Nor-west clouds chased us up as we neared the hut, which 
was half buried in snow.  By the time we had the tea cooked it was snowing.  The next day strong winds 
and white-out conditions dictated that we stay put . The day was spent in constructing an igloo over the 
doorway of the hut.  This venture failed due to improper planning.  Day 3 dawned clear and sunny but with 
lots of snow lying about.  After a reconnaissance to the ridge above the hut, all thoughts of climbing Mt 
Murchison were abandoned due to the avalanche danger, so we decided to.push on over to the Burnett 
Stream.  An. hour later we were back on the ridge after collecting our packs from the hut.  Despite our 
heavy packs the second time up was easier and quicker due to the line of steps we had already plugged.  
Walking down the Burnett Stream was made easy because of hard snow covering the boulders, and 
turning up the Wilberforce we headed for Urquharts Hut.  The weather was turning nor’west again and 
started to rain. 

It rained all night, so the next day we decided to push on to Park Morpeth Hut.  One and a half hours later 
we called it a day and settled into Park Morpeth.  The weather by now was very cold and the rain had 
turned to snow.  The next morning, after much discussion, we decided to tackle Pope Pass.  Early morning 
mist hung around as we crunched our way over fresh snow up the Wilberforce.  As we climbed on a 
mixture of hard and soft snow the mist cleared and from the top of the Pass there were fantastic views in all 
directions.  As we stood looking we heard a sound and turned to see an avalanche, not 100 yards from 
where we stood, slide into our intended path.  Three rather worried trampers had a quick conference to 
decide what to do.  The decision was to proceed with caution.  On the way down, the slope we were on 
made several loud noises as it settled a bit.  The sight of three heavily laden trampers trying to run in knee 
deep powder snow must have made a funny sight, although at the time we were deadly serious.  A very 
welcome lunch break was had in Julia before tackling the mighty scrub bash necessary to get to the Taipo.  
A quick burst of speed saw us at the Mid-Taipo Hut before dark.  It had been a fairly energetic 9 hour day.   

The last day was just a case of bashing down the Taipo to the road.  Just to make it interesting, we 
managed to get lost a couple of times. A good winter trip which would have been easier had there been 
some good frosts to consolidate the snow.  

Ian Dephoff 

From ‘The Christchurch Tramper’ October 1977 (vol. 47, no. 6) 

 

31 December 2006 – 4 January 2007 

Hokitika Saddle – Mungo Pass 
 

 

After being delayed for one day due to the weather, the trip departed Christchurch on New Year’s Eve 
morning. All five of us plus gear were jammed into Bernard’s venerable station wagon on the road to 
Glenthorne station. The weather was still overcast with a light southerly although we were assured that the 
previous days rain had cleared in the hills and the Wilberforce river had dropped considerably. There was 
also word of fresh snow on the hills above the station. 

 

After a brief stop at the station house and some mild concern about the radiator fluid that appeared to be 
leaking from the car, we started bumping our way along the four wheel drive track. It was quite rutted and 
muddy and several times the passengers had to get out to lighten the load and to push when the tyres 
didn’t provide enough friction to climb out of the rut. Bernard deserves kudos for his determination to push 
his car along the track in order to save our legs some extra work, even though it meant bottoming out his 
car several times. 
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Eventually we came to a halt overlooking the Wilberforce river and a stretch of track even Bernard wasn’t 
prepared to chance his car over. After swiftly unpacking the car and arranging the group gear amongst the 
five participants we were off to Fanghill hut for lunch. We followed the four wheel drive track through 
undulating farmland, scattering mobs of sheep and passing a family coming in the opposite direction who 
told us about the unexpected pleasure of having a white Christmas at Fanghill hut. Indeed there is a lot of 
fresh snow on the hills, reaching down below the 1000m mark. Most unusual for this time of year. After a 
couple of hours walking and becoming accustomed to the weight on our backs we reach Fanghill hut where 
we meet two men who had spent the previous evening camping amongst the matagouri at the mouth of 
Moa stream on the far side of the Wilberforce. Their plans had also been cut short by the inclement 
weather and the unexpected snowfalls. 

 

It was quite overcast with infrequent gaps in the cloud which allowed the sun to shine but it was a cool 
southerly wind that chased us up the Wilberforce. The kilometres slowly clicked over as we picked our way 
gingerly through the stands of matagouri and bare river bed. The river level was about normal and quite 
easy to ford.  

 

It was with some relief that we reached Urquharts Hut later in the afternoon as we were all suffering some 
sort of physical distress from having to carry our heavy multi day packs. We had passed some hunters, 
camped out on the river bed complete with 4X4s, individual tents and camp chairs (They looked with 
obvious disgust at our chosen mode of transport up the river!) who had informed us that there was a 
possum hunter staying at the hut. As the hut slept six we were confident of being able to share the 
accommodation, however when we arrived the hut was vacant. Vacant that is, except for the hundred or so 
possum pelts the hunter had hung up or laid on the bunks to dry. This made the hut, already a charming 
little eye sore of rusted and weather-beaten tin, seem positively rustic! The tails were still attached to the 
pelts and hung down so that anyone walking around inside the hut had dead possum tails running through 
their hair, a fact that made Jonathon cringe every time he saw it. Bernard, Richard and Dayle elected to 
stay in the hut while Jonathon and I decided to erect the dome tent and sleep just outside the door.      

 

The next day the weather dawned much the same as before. After a leisurely breakfast we began walking 
just before 9 am. Clearly Bernard was going to run this as a moderate trip. Initially we followed a 4x4 track 
from the hut towards Griffith’s creek but we decided to cut across the grass to try and shorten the journey. 
This proved to be mistake since it took us through a large boggy section of ground and through some thick 
low scrub. We rapidly become strung out and separated as we each tried to find our own best route 
through the swampy ground before I found a weather station and stopped to wait for everyone else to 
catch up. Soon we were all waiting, all save for Jonathon who seemed to have vanished completely. After 
waiting for a while and climbing the weather station to get a better view of surroundings we decided to push 
through the remaining scrub to Griffith’s Creek. When all is said and done it is much better to take the long 
route on the track than to take the shortcut. This is exactly what Jonathon had done (showing much higher 
intelligence than the rest of us!) and who was waiting for us at the edge of the scrub where we emerged a 
short time later. 

 

Griffith’s creek is a standard mid-Canterbury river. Not too gorgey with medium size boulders and we made 
quite good time walking up to the start of the climb to Hokatika saddle. After a nice lunch break at the base 
of the climb we began the plod up to the saddle. Access to the saddle is gained by walking up a broad slot 
that leads up almost from the river. About 50 metres up we encountered a solid section of avalanche debris 
that continues unbroken up to the saddle. We swiftly attached our crampons and we slowly began plodding 
to the top. Unfortunately the snow was quite new and soft and we had to plug steps sinking in past out 
ankles. Luckily Jonathon was much faster than the rest of us and he plugged the steps while we slower 
people were content to walk in his footsteps. It was a long, slow climb and we took plenty of breaks before 
finally popping out the top of the saddle about mid afternoon. 

 

Unfortunately we were still stuck in the southerly stream with persistent cloud cover and occasional drizzle 
and sleet showers. West of the divide looked slightly better but still far from perfect. We huddled a short 
way down from the saddle on the western side to escape the worst of the wind before heading down to the 
Mungo River. After passing over the saddle it is essential to move off to the true left before heading down. 
The fresh snow made the journey down off the saddle through a gully in the rock rib quite easy and rapid 
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before the snow ran out about halfway down where we removed our crampons. A short scramble across 
some loose rock and we were at the top of another section of avalanche debris. It was quite hard but far 
better than trying to make our way done the very unstable scree slopes. Bernard and I made excellent time 
by bum sliding although it got a little uncomfortable with all those rocks lower down.  

 

We were now in the Mungo River proper and it was getting quite late in the day. The Mungo river is quite 
bouldery and progress slowed considerably as we inched our way over large boulders and around the 
larger pools. The track leading up to Mungo Hut is very overgrown and we spent some time locating the 
start. Eventually we found it, marked by about two dozen permolat markers on a tree overhanging the river. 
You begin by scaling a small waterfall and forcing yourself up through overgrown bush. There is a cairn 
and another marker further beyond but these are not to be trusted. Following them will lead you into a very 
thick clump of bush (As Bernard and I learnt to our cost) and its better to follow the creek. Eventually the 
creek turns into a track which leads onto a clearing on a terrace above the river. Mungo Hut is a brilliant hut 
set in a wonderful location with beautiful views taking in the surrounding peaks. It’s very neat and tidy and 
has a nice feel to it that sets it apart from our previous nights accommodation at Urquharts. It’s quite 
surprising since its been listed by DOC as receiving only minimal maintenance and has only been visited 
by about 8 parties in the last seven years. We all opted for the hut that night with someone sleeping on the 
floor after eleven and a half hours on the go. 

 

Day three. Weather unchanged. Yet another 9 am start. After much discussion about the amount of snow 
melt we decided to abandon the original plan to travel down Canyon creek and elect a simpler plan to 
travel over Mungo Pass. The track leading back down to the Mungo is just as overgrown and hard to follow 
as the one leading up. After one false start we found the start of the track (walk straight ahead from the 
door of the hut) and begin our way down. After some mild bush bashing we were back in the Mungo River 
and travelling down towards Poet hut. The river is much easier downstream from Mungo Hut and the smell 
of sulphur lets us find the hot pools quite easily. 

 

So far today’s travel has been comparatively easy but that changes as soon as we enter Brunswick creek. 
It becomes a serious boulder hop as we wade across large deep pools and squeeze around (or over) 
house size boulders. The pace slows and it is lunchtime before we climb out above the bush line. Lunch is 
a leisurely affair with Bernard seemingly determined to keep it running as a moderately fit trip. Its hard to 
complain though since the cloud is slowly beginning to clear away and we can bask in the warm sunshine. 
There is a strong temptation to set up camp and while away the afternoon by working on our tans. 
Nevertheless we need to push on, and after and hour and a half break we begin walking up the long bony 
shingle valley towards the pass. It is becoming uncomfortably warm and most of us didn’t fill up our water 
bottles believing that there would be plenty of water on our route, which unfortunately, is not the case. 
Thankfully we reach the snowline and there is a large amount of running water from the snowmelt. The 
final climb up to the pass is quite straightforward and we clump our way up the snow slope without needing 
crampons. The pass itself is broad and flat and sits on the main divide and we take our time to survey the 
view. The cloud has reformed since lunch but we are still treated to some great views back to the west with 
its green deep valleys and into the east with its broad shingle riverbeds and grey hillsides. 

 

Although the climb up to Mungo Pass from the Brunswick was straightforward, the climb down to Gibson 
stream is definitely not. It starts simply enough with a walk on the true right down a long snow slope that 
made for some fantastic glissades. Once the snow slope runs out however you are back onto the boney 
shingle. By carefully cutting back onto the true left you climb onto another narrow and slippery section of 
avalanche debris which gives relatively easy travel. We meet another section of debris further down which 
feeds directly into Gibson stream. This section is quite broken up and at one stage we had to resort to 
crawling underneath the ice to get through. At this point we are brought to a complete halt as the 
avalanche debris ends in a deep and narrow gorge. 

 

Escape is made possible by climbing up a narrow gut on the true left. The scree consists of large boulders 
and care must be taken to avoid setting off a rock slide. About fifty meters up a second scree slope joins 
the first from the right and leads up to the small saddle just above point 1290. This is the worst section as it 
is very unstable and its very easy to knock boulders down on your fellow trampers below. We split into 
groups and wait until the first group reaches the top before the second group starts the ascent. Next up we 
have to sidle over a short section of snow grass before climbing the next gut. This one looks absolutely 
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horrendous but Dayle assures us that it only looks that way from our vantage point and once you’re at the 
base of the climb it’s actually quite simple. Not quite convinced we make the traverse and to our surprise it 
turns out Dayle is right and it’s actually the easiest section of the lot. From our new position it is simply a 
matter of dropping down to the stream below via yet another scree slope. Of course, it’s never that easy. 
The scree slope consists of large boulders on a solid base. I persevere while most of the others opt to walk 
slowly down the snow grass. 

 

It is evening by now and the light is fading fast. We have no chance of reaching the hut in Unknown creek 
so we look for the first suitable campsite in Gibson stream. We find it several hundred meters downstream 
and make camp at last light after twelve hours walking. 

 

Morning day four. Weather – impossible to tell since there is a low mist that hangs onto the hillsides and 
down into the valleys. Hopefully it will burn off during the day. We break camp and slowly wander down 
Gibson stream to Unknown stream. At the confluence we stop to admire the view of Mt Murchison. From 
this angle it appears as a sharp pyramid rising out of the low cloud and glinting in the sunshine. Unknown 
stream is quite broad and we make good time walking down the shingle, reaching Unknown hut around 
10am. The early mist has cleared away to reveal a deep blue sky. The surroundings are absolutely superb 
and we sit outside on the soft grass eating an early morning tea while laying out all our gear to dry. After 
yesterdays exertions the group appears to be in no hurry to keep going. The morning tea break stretches 
for longer and longer as we hold a very non-committal discussion about what we are going to do with the 
rest of the day. Motivation is clearly at a very low ebb. Eventually, after much discussion we decide to do 
nothing – at least until after lunch and we settle in for the morning.  

 

As enjoyable as it is lazing around a hut in such wonderful conditions we decide that it would be a travesty 
to waste such a stunning day without at least attempting something. Eventually we dump most of the pack 
and set off to explore the head of Unknown stream and perhaps take a look at Unknown col. We head off 
over the broad grassy flats on the true left and almost immediately get out of our depth in the long grass. 
After battling through we find ourselves out at the river again and begin tramping up the shingle. We stop 
across from Moa pass to study the route over into Moa stream. Although it is only 200 meters high it is 
overgrown with thick scrub and there are a series of narrow scree slopes running down. The general 
consensus is that it would be easiest to avoid the scrub and try to travel up the scree slopes and several 
cunning routes are proposed. All in all travelling over Moa pass seems achievable but care must be taken 
and its not as straight forward as it would seem from the map.  

 

We continue up Unknown stream as the boulder continue to increase in size. Eventually we reach the 
avalanche debris that reaches almost all the way down into to river flats. The debris makes the travel much 
simpler and is courtesy of a very good snow season and a very cold and wet spring with snow falling in the 
Alps until after Christmas. The route up to Unknown col narrows a short way up the debris into a narrow 
gorge that is several hundred meters long and is filled with broken up avalanche debris. The debris itself is 
almost invisible underneath a solid layer of rocks that have fallen off the bluffs towering above and have 
carpeted the ice. Just beyond is the start of the Stewart glacier. In this case the notes from the route guides 
appear to be quite accurate when it mentions the high risk from rock falls and avalanches and none of us 
are keen to chance it. 

 

We venture further up the debris and look at the route towards Mt Treadwell which looks much more 
appealing. The snow slopes are quite broad and open although there may be an avalanche risk higher up. 
After drinking in the magnificent scenery and sunshine we slowly turn down hill and start walking back to 
Unknown hut. Each person travels at their own pace and we make it back to the hut before dark and 
without incident. 

 

Final day. It is just as fine as the previous day as we slowly start ambling back to the Wilberforce and 
Glenthorne station. After careful selection of the crossing points we make our way onto the true left of the 
river flow and onto the wide river bed and start the long walk out. The river’s course has cut into the true 
right of the bed and the flats below Logans Mistake have disappeared. We slowly amble out taking plenty 
of rest stops and taking the time to study Mt Williams from a distance and to plan future attempts on this 
peak. By mid afternoon we are back at Fanghill hut and I take the time to look at the interior of the hut and 
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to read the names etched onto the walls. Some of the graffiti dates back to the 1940s and are mostly 
hunting parties who proudly announce to total number of kills per trip. Its hard to imagine a time when you 
could bag between 40 and 50 deer in one trip, culling has obviously cut the wild population back 
considerably.  

 

The track grinds on and we are relieved when we finally arrive back at Bernard’s car. We wait patiently for 
Richard to arrive and are quite surprised when a 4X4 rolls up and Richard jumps out after having hitched a 
ride over the last stretch. Thankfully the track has dried out considerably and we have no problems driving 
out to the sealed road. We are out a day earlier than expected but given the tougher than expected nature 
of the trip I don’t think Bernard minds, five days is about right for me too. 

 

Trampers - Bernard Parawa, Richard Wills, Jonathon Carr, Dayle Drummond, Andrew Tromans (author) 

 

31 December 2006 – 5 January 2007 

Ahuriri Conservation Park 
 

 

For the first six days of  2007 we, tramped the Ahuriri Conservation Park that nestles in the headwaters of the lakes 

Hawea and Ohau.  We started at Temple amenity parking area with an easy walk passed South Temple Hut to camp 
out at the bush line before using a route the following day over the pass at the head of the South Temple Stream to the 
head of the Ahuriri, and we stayed at Top Hut in the Ahuriri Valley. 

 

We woke up to glorious weather with Max’s desire to travel directly across the Valley and up-and-over into the 
Hunter Valley as a three day excursion to climb back up-and- over again to the middle of the Ahuriri Valley at 

Shamrock Hut.  But, Warwick’s desire was to keep to the planned moderate tramp of traveling down Valley to 
Shamrock hut with an excursion of Canyon Creek loop. 

 

This situation left me with no option, but, to accompany Max over difficult and scenic alpine ridges. 

 

Three days later – as planned – we were all at Shamrock Hut sharing how well the two excursions went over an 
evening meal; when Max decided he needed more tramping.  So off he went for the remains of the summer evening to 

camp out along Watson Stream to continue on the next day, passed Mount Maitland, to collect the vehicle and meet 
Warwick and myself at the Ahuriri Base Hut.   

 

In all, the whole tramp turned out to be a very well organized/arranged club trip! 

 

Trampers - Max De Lacey, Warwick Dowling and Martin Brown (scribe) 

 

Waitangi Week-end 2007 

Bushline Hut, Mt Angelus, Hopeless Creek 
 

 
Mark, is that you?.... 
 
Yeah good, how’s the week-end? 
 
Ah great! Went down to Nelson lakes for a four day tramp, starting at St Arnaud up to Bushline Hut  
on Saturday..... 
 
Yeah, good bunch of people. Pete and Sarah, a couple who had just moved up from Dunedin, Trevor  
and I flew down from Auckland on Friday evening, and led by this Susan Pearson woman…… 
 
I know mate, woman running the country, filling all the top jobs, and now pushing us around in our  
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leisure time as well. This Pearson one has got legs like pistons…. up and down these huge great  
mountains, hopping across scree slopes like a gazelle….. 
 
Independent! Thought I’d help her putting up her tent. It was like the time I told Katey, the  
waitress at the Ponsonby Café that there weren’t enough capers in the smoked salmon panini. There was  
a-hissin’ and a-spittin’ and I was outta there. 
 
Spent Sunday night at a small tarn just above Hinapouri tarn. Beautiful spot, and no sandfies! I  
need to upgrade this Nokia though…… 
Yeah, went through hell up there – the damn thing wouldn’t work! 
 
That Pete is another tough mainlander. Sarah had her 30th birthday that day, so he presented her  
with this chocolate cake….. pulled it out of his pack, chocolate icing, chocolate flutes in top,  
writing, candles and everything… just like the cakes they have at the Ponsonby Café. He carried it  
for 2 days….. 
 
Amazing I know. Anyway, next morning we walked to the saddle and climbed Mt Angelus……. 
 
Tough! You got no idea. There we were hanging on by our fingernails, sweatin’ and gaspin’ our way  
to the top. Worth it though. Could just see the Sky Tower when we got to the top. Awesome! 
 
‘Yeah right’ you say!!!  
OK. True. We scrambled up in about 20 minutes, and could just see Farewell Spit. We think it was  
anyway. Was quite tough getting down to camp just past Hopeless Hut that day – they called it “the  
moderate day”!  
 
Sandflies? Aw, they are a beautiful thing. They hover around in squadrons, and then just as soon  
as you have got both hands busy cooking or putting up your tent, I swear you can hear them say…..  
“This is squadron leader, target areas identified..” and then half a dozen land and start biting.  
Only at Hopeless Creek on the last night though. 
 
Anyway, time for that coffee huh? 
I want to ask Katey if I can add a bit of West Coast magic to our coffees. 
Yeah, I brought down a few bags of sandflies we can drop into the milk….. 
 
Sure, I’ll meet you on the way past your cubicle. 
 

PHOTO DELETED 
 

Camping under sunset saddle 
 
 

PHOTO DELETED 
 

Lake Angelus from Sunset Saddle 
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Hopeless Creek 
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Cooling off at Coldwater hut 
 

 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz) by Saturday, 24 March – Thanks. 


