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THE CHRISTCHURCH 

TRAMPER 
Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC. 

 PO Box 527, Christchurch, www.ctc.org.nz 
 We are affiliated to the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc. 

Opinions expressed or events described in this newsletter might not actually represent Club policy - if they 
do it's probably pure coincidence. 
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President Richard Wills 389-8671 Club Captain Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Vice President Warwick Dowling 981-2045 Trip Organiser(day) Jenny Harlow 349-2280 
Secretary Jenny Harlow 349-2280              (weekend) Andrew Turton 332-8275 
Treasurer Malcolm Carr 960-5281 Hut Convener Dave Watson 981-7929 
Editor Richard Lobb 351-2344 Gear Custodian Ken Brown 359-2000 
Social Convener Alan Ross 384-6425 New Members Susan Pearson 337-4914 
      
The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (minimal experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience required).  
We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership rates per year are 
$35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for 
hire. The Gear Custodian is Ken Brown 359-2000. Note: Club 
gear assigned to you is your responsibility; please take care 
of it. Please make sure you put tents inside your pack. Tents 
attached to the outside of your pack can be easily punctured 
when bush bashing or even lost. This may result in serious 
damage to your bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking them on a trip even if they are not used, and report 
any damage to the gear custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:   
Tent $3/person/night 
Ice axes, Crampons $4/weekend 
Harnesses, Snow shovel $4/weekend 
Large/small weekend 
packs 

$2/weekend 

Helmets $2/day 
Personal Locator Beacons Free  

 

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur's Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real showers and 
inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back door. A great place for a few 
days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book before leaving town to ensure there is a 
bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 981-7929; or if he's away, Rex Vink 352-
5329; or if they're both away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member's partner, 
$15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 
 
 

Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling Lounge), 
Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of social functions are 
organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or have 
ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384-6425 or email alan.d.ross@orica.com .  Please note that formalities 
start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 
 
 

Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on 
Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite 
Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side streets, otherwise it 
may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind 
enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of transport costs per person.  Please bring it in 
cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact 
the appropriate trip organiser (listed above).  New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must 
sign up at club night or contact the trip leader in advance. 
 
 

Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the trip list 
into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the box.  Spare key 
holders are listed on the box. 
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Notices 
 

Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This list is used 
to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, and from time to time 
a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages intended for the list, and requests to 
join or leave the list should be sent to the above email address.  Note that the moderator will check as to 
the appropriateness of all messages. 
 
 

CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut books when 
they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
 
 

Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337-4914. 
 
 

Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the properties we 
tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343-2155 or email 
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
 
 

Club Hut: When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (pun intended) could be severe, so please read the instructions 
carefully. 
 
 

Committee: The Committee meets from 7.30 pm on the second Monday of every month except January.  
The venue changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349-2280). 
 
 

New members: Our new-members rep has been particularly busy this month. We're delighted to welcome 
Gary McAuliffe, Sam Cook, Bruce Cameron, Greg Hill, Andrew Proffit, Kirsty Hazell, Katy Patterson, 
Dianne French, Liz Van-Ekeris, and Mette Riger-Kusk into the club. Happy tramping, all! 
 
 

FMC cards: FMC cards are being distributed with this newsletter provided you have paid your sub.  One of 
the most valuable benefits from this is the discount on your annual hut pass from DOC, so take your card 
when you pop along to DOC to get your pass.  If you don't need your FMC card (some people get multiple 
cards by virtue of membership of other clubs) please could you give it back to us - give it to Susan, Rex, or 
Jenny, if they are around, or any other committee member to be passed on to Susan.  Many thanks. 
 

 

Classifieds 
 

Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge. 
 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
2008-06-28 - Annual Mid-Winter Breakfast at Chateau On The Park (Deans Ave). 

Saturday 28 June  Social Event 
Annual Mid-Winter Breakfast at Chateau On The Park (Deans Ave): For the uninitiated, this is the 
annual awarding of the Loo-Loo trophy for the biggest cock-up of the year. Come along and be entertained 
by tall tales and (occasionally) unembellished accounts of what can go wrong in the hills. Please dredge 
through your memory from the previous year and tell us about the bloopers. Meet 8am at Garden Court 
Brasserie for a great breakfast. Buffet is $21.50, Continental is $18.50, kids 5-12 years are $1/year. You 
MUST put your name on the trip list or email alan.d.ross@orica.com or phone Alan on 3846425 before 
26th as he has to give the Restaurant confirmed numbers. Bring an empty tummy and a story. 
 
2008-06-28 - P ines Beach -  Waikuku Beach 

Saturday 28 June (11am start at the Shell, after the Breakfast) Leader: Ken Brown 359-2000 
Pines Beach - Waikuku Beach: Going to the Mid-Winter Breakfast?  Of course 
you are . . .  and what better to do afterwards to get a bit of fresh sea air and 
exercise than join Ken on this social beach-stroll along what was, until recently, 
the Pegusus Bay Walkway.  The walkway itself now stops at Pines Beach at the 
mouth of the Waimakariri, but there is still public access, mostly along the 
beach, past this point.  We head off at 11 am from the Shell station. The 
planned route at this stage is from Kaiapoi post office to Pines Beach then on to 
Woodend, about three and a half hours at an easy post-prandial pace. 

 Grade: Easy/family 
 Closed: 26 Jun 
 Map: M35   
 Approx: $5 
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2008-06-28 - Mt Williams 

Weekend 28-29 June  Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686 
Mt Williams: Mt Williams is in the Rolleston range between the Rakaia, Mathias 
and Wilberforce rivers. This is a good chance to climb this Mountain before the 
snow gets too deep. The rivers can provide access problems so Mt Guinevere in 
Arthurs Pass is the stand by. Check with Andrew for details. Ice axe  and 
crampons required. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closed: 19 Jun 
 Map: J34   
 Approx: $40 

 
2008-06-29 - Mt Binser 

Sunday 29 June  Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 
Mt Binser: Mt Binser is a commanding peak above the Mt White Road with 
panoramic views of the south-east Arthurs Pass National Park area.  We start 
up the Binser Saddle track to the saddle (1085m) where we leave the track, 
heading up firstly through bush and then open tussock slopes to pt 1753m. A 
few k's of superb ridge travel then brings us to the main peak (1868m, 1350m 
total height gain).  With a car shuffle at the start we'll be able to drop down to the 
south-west to the road.  Bring plenty of water and sunscreen for a great tramp. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 26 Jun 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-07-03 - Walking Poles 

Thursday 3 July  Club Night 
Walking Poles: Our special guest speaker Ailey Ong-Schnelle (technical adviser to The Australasia 
Nordic Walking Association) will be showing and talking about the benefits of using poles in the NZ great 
outdoors. Some products Ailey will bring for sale at a discount will include: Deuter (packs and sleeping 
bags), La Sportiva (footware), Freeze dried food, Primus (cookers), Leki trekking poles, Grivel (ice axe and 
crampons). This will be a great chance to learn the benefits of using poles from an expert as well as buy 
some gear. Sounds like you will need to bring some $$$$ with you this night! 
 
2008-07-05 - Bas ic Snow Craf t 

Weekend 5-6 July  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Basic Snowcraft: Ever wondered what ice axes are used for? Come along and 
discover they have a dozen or more uses - from support on steep slopes to self-
belay, digging snow shelters and step cutting. Learn self arrest - the 
fundamental and essential alpine safety technique for steep snow and even 
snowgrass slopes. And how to use crampons to get a grip on the terrain. We will 
even find some time to make a small snow cave or an igloo. These skills are 
essential for safety if you are going tramping up in the snow. Stay at the 
comfortable club hut. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closed: 26 Jun 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $50 

 
2008-07-06 - More Lunch in Lyttelton 

Sunday 6 July (note start at Vernon Park) Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
More Lunch in Lyttelton: Last year Susan did 'Earn Lunch in Lyttelton' - clearly 
we need a different title so who's on for more Lunch?  Start in Vernon Park 
carpark at 8am and stroll up to the Summit Road via Dry Bush and then along 
the Crater Rim and down to Lyttelton.  Height gain one way approx 350m.  After 
a café lunch, you can choose whether to take the bus back to town or earn tea 
as well (wow - what a lucrative day this could be!) by walking back to Mt Vernon 
via Stan Helms track and the Whakaraupo lookout.  Bikers are welcome to join 
us - MTB'rs maybe start around 11, cycle round to Kennedy's Bush, up to the 
Summit Rd and down at the sign of the Kiwi? After lunch, return up Evans Pass 
along to the Anaconda, down to Taylors Mistake and back via Sumner.  Road 
bikers might like to do Long Bays. 

Grade:Easy trampjng, + 
biking options 

 Closes: 3 Jul 
 Map: M36   
 Approx: $5 

 
2008-07-06 - Red Hill 

Sunday 6 July  Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Red Hill: Red Hill is a Club favourite, with a multitude of different ways up and 
down - one to suit every weather pattern including the dreaded nor'west.  It's just 
north of the Lyndon Road, and is a good 1100m or so height gain no matter 
which way we approach it - steep at first and then once on the ridge top an 
undulating ascent to the summit (1841m).  As you slog up the last bit you get 
your reward as the breathtaking view of Coleridge suddenly opens up.  Bring an 
ice axe and check with the leader about crampons.  (Note - this was originally 
going to be a trip to Barrosa but the best laid plans of mice, men, and the CTC 
can all fall victim to the gods of permission.) 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 3 Jul 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 
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2008-07-10 - Macpac/Fairydown evening 

Thursday 10 July  Club Night 
Macpac/Fairydown evening: Campbell Junor, director of Mouton Noir, will be explaining the recent 
developments at Macpac. He will cover topics like: the recent opening of dedicated Macpac stores, the 
continuous design of high quality gear and the great prices these products are now sold for. Campbell will 
be able to answer your most pressing questions and he might even give you a peek in the Macpac kitchen 
and shed some light on new and exciting developments. 
 
2008-07-12 - Hanmer  Base Camp 

Weekend 12-13 July  Leader: Craig Beere 374-2392 
Hanmer Base Camp: This great mid winter social weekend in Hanmer is 
always a popular choice. With lots of activities ranging from lazing in the hot 
pools, easy day walks ,and mountain biking to harder trips climbing  the 
surrounding mountains there is something for everybody. Talk to Craig about his 
final plans and accommodation. 

Grade:Easy/All/Social 
 Closes: 3 Jul 
 Map: N32   
 Approx: $30 + Accom 

 
2008-07-13 - Mount Horrible 

Sunday 13 July  Leader: Stewart Smith 980-7913 
Mount Horrible: Did you know that there are six Mt Horribles in the South 
Island?  Does not say a lot for the earlier settler experiences does it?  This one 
is of course our very own Horrible, right next to Mt Misery.  Don't be put off - with 
this leader it's bound to be a good day.  This is a great trip to test out your winter 
snow skills (assuming there's snow of course), and although it's not that high 
(1254m) it's a good tramp with good views from the top over the Waimak 
towards the Hawdon, Sudden Valley and the Polar Range. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 10 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-07-13 - Mt Grey 

Sunday 13 July  Leader: Bruce Miller 349-3611 
Mt Grey: Mt Grey is one of the most accessible of the bumps in the northern 
foothills and makes a popular easy/moderate trip.  There are a variety of routes 
but one of the best goes from the Grey River carpark up the river and then up a 
spur to the northwest of the peak itself using the Red Beech track, curving back 
southwards on the ridge to the summit of Mt Grey itself (934m).  There is about 
600m of height gain on this route, which is about 7k each way.  The bush on this 
track is beautiful - as well as the eponymous red beech it includes totara, matai, 
rimu and some kahikatea. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 10 Jul 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $15 

 
2008-07-17 - Tasmania with Lynette and Jeff 

Thursday 17 July  Club Night 
Tasmania with Lynette and Jeff: "Tassie, have the devil of a good time."  That's what it says in the 
adverts and who could resist?  And it's true we had a good time and we saw the little devils at Cradle 
mountain.  We also saw quolls, pademelons, wombats and a a two-headed Tasmanian.  Oh, and we did 
some tramping in national parks as well.  Tonight Lynette and Jeff will take us on a two week trip around 
Tasmania by campervan. 
 
2008-07-19 - Anti  C row Hut 

Saturday 19 July  Leader: Erik Norder 980-8022 
Anti Crow Hut: Take a winter wander up the Waimak with Erik (sorry - couldn't 
find a leader whose name began with 'w' . . .).  It's mostly straightforward with 
lots of flat tramping and it is about 8k each way.  We'll start at the Waimak road 
bridge SFS (Sandfly Feeding Station) and walk up the true right, where there is 
initially a clear track.  Further up, we make our way across Turkey Flat, where 
the Jordan comes in from the Black range on our left.   We'll be at Anti Crow hut 
(another SFS), just opposite Mt Bealey, for lunch and return the same way. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 17 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-07-19 - Intermediate Snowcraft Course – Part 1 

Weekend 19-20 July  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Intermediate Snowcraft Course – Part 1: Done the Basic Snowcraft Course 
and want to know more and meet greater challenges?This is an 'in-town' training 
weekend to 'learn the ropes' of belaying, glacier travel, crevasse extraction, 
mountain safety issues and alpine equipment, in preparation for the 'on the 
snow' training weekend at Arthur's Pass in August. Learn and practise these 
techniques in easy surroundings before heading into the snow.  Check with 
Richard for gear required. Participants must have done Basic Snowcraft 
Training in the use of Ice Axe and Crampons. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 10 Jul 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $50 
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2008-07-20 - Little River to Orton Bradley 

Sunday 20 July  Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 
Little River to Orton Bradley: Last year Bernhard embarked on an epic 
traverse from Wainui,  Akaroa harbour,  across to Orton Bradley - sadly though 
in August he became stranded at Little River, his way blocked by new-born 
lambs.  Help get him out and safely home by joining this final stage of the great 
adventure.  We'll be using some of the lovely summit road tracks and taking in 
Mt Herbert (919m) on our way, and descending into the varied bush of Orton 
Bradley at the end. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 17 Jul 
 Map: M36   
 Approx: $15 

 
2008-07-22 - Laser Strike 

Tuesday 22 July  Social Event 
Laser Strike: Are there people in this club that you'd really like to shoot? Of course there are. And this is 
your chance. Come along for a social evening of violence and mayhem at Laser Strike, level 2, Harvey 
Norman Centre, 250 Moorhouse Ave, starting at 7:30pm. For information contact Ross Ogden 
(ogdenr@conwag.com or phone 021 2117710) or visit http://www.laserstrike.co.nz. $11 for one game, $16 
for 2 games. You must put you name on the trip list or contact Ross, as we have to give Laser Strike 
confirmed numbers before Sunday 20th. 
 
2008-07-24 - C limbing Denal i /McKin ley the h ighes t peak  in  Nor th  Amer ica 

Thursday 24 July  Club Night 
Climbing Denali/McKinley the highest peak in North America: Tom Hu will be our guide to the summit 
of this 6,200m peak!  Someone told me this can be the coldest mountain on the planet? This mountain in 
Alaska is one of the classic 7 summits.  It will be fantastic being part of this 23-day trip to a peak the club 
has never been to before! [Yes, this is the peak that Big Ed's son Peter Hillary recently climbed, dedicating 
the climb to his Dad.] 
 
2008-07-26 - Korowai -Tor lesse Tussocklands Park 

Saturday 26 July  Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 
Korowai-Torlesse Tussocklands Park: Actually the whole park would be a bit 
ambitious - it's 21,000 hectares altogether.  We'll head in at the base of Porters 
Pass, probably ambling towards Trig M.  It's an easy social trip which will be 
tailored to the group on the day.  The main aim is to get out and enjoy the winter 
landscape in our first tussock grasslands conservation area.  Tussock is indeed 
the major feature of the landscape for our trip - but it's not all the same you 
know:  the slim-leaved snow tussock is common but the area also the eastern 
limit of mid-ribbed snow tussock - see if you can spot the difference!  There 
could be snow so gaiters and a walking pole will be useful; dress warmly, and 
have a great time. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 24 Jul 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-07-27 - Mt Bruce 

Sunday 27 July  Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Mt Bruce: Mt Bruce is a lovely moderate tramp in the Lagoon Saddle area.  
Starting from Cora Lynn, you climb up through the beech forest and out onto 
open tussock.  Good views from the top (1630m, or about 1000m height gain) 
and a few different options for the route depending on conditions.  Possibilities 
included descending into Broad Stream and picking up a very pleasant track 
back through the bush along the stream to Cora Lynn.  Bring ice axes and talk 
to the leader about whether you'll need crampons. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 24 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-07-31 - Newsletter folding night 

Thursday 31 July  Club Night 
Newsletter folding night: After newsletter folding and stuffing you will have the chance to show some of 
your digital photos.  Bring some shots you think would be of interest to others.  Oh and we will catch up on 
verbal trip reports also. 
 
2008-08-02 - Cass Lagoon 

Weekend 2-3 August  Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 
Cass Lagoon: The Cass Lagoon is a good standard Canterbury tramping trip , 
well marked and with a big warm hut for Saturday night. The winter is the best 
time to tramp this trip; with plenty of snow on the hills the scenery can be superb 
and there are usually less people around. Come along and join Andrew on what 
is often one of the club's best moderate weekend winter trips. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 24 Jul 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $40 
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2008-08-02 - Intermediate  snow craft Course - Part 2. 

Weekend 2-3 August  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Intermediate  Snowcraft Course - Part 2: On-the-snow instruction in belaying, 
glacier travel, crevasse extraction, mountain safety issues and equipment 
utilisation at Arthur’s Pass. Apply the lessons learnt during the in-town-training 
weekend and find out how to use these techniques in real alpine conditions. An 
action packed weekend full of challenges, learning experiences and fun. 
Prepare for those adventurous alpine tramping trips you have planned! Stay at 
the comfortable club hut. Richard can supply details of gear required. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 24 Jul 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $50 

 
2008-08-03 - Ice Skating at Mt Somers 

Sunday 3 August Note - 9 am start Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Ice Skating at Mt Somers: Ice skating in the shadow of Mt Somers at a lovely 
community-run natural ice skating ‘rink’ - provided there is ice of course.  This is 
a nice social day for the whole family.  Staveley Store hires ice skates, so if you 
don't have any they can provide them.  There is usually somewhere to get warm 
by a brazier, but still bring plenty of warm clothes and flasks of hot drink as well 
as your usual lunch and snacks.  There are two safe (outdoor) rinks and 
sheltered (sunny) pleasant spots to rest and watch the skaters.  Meet at 9am at 
the Shell station. 

 Grade: All 
 Closes: 31 Jul 
 Map: K36   
Approx:$20 + entry fee 

+ skate hire 

 
2008-08-03 - Steepface Hill 

Sunday 3 August  Leader: Clive Marsh 325-6253 
Steepface Hill: They weren't kidding when they named this one, at least for the 
first 1000 m or so.  Steepface Hill is on the northen end of the Mt Hutt range and 
although it's lower than Hutt itself, there's no 4wd track or ski lift around here!  In 
winter conditions this trip will probably require good snow skills and experience 
on steep icy slopes.  Above about 1500m the gradient gets a little kinder, up to 
the summit at 1876m.  From the top you can see right along the Rakaia River 
and check out the prospects for an equally interesting return route. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 31 Jul 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-08-07 - Quiz night 

Thursday 7 August  Club Night 
Quiz night: Tonight we will test your knowledge.  See next newsletter for more info. 
 
2008-08-09 - Bealey Spur to the Hut 

Saturday 9 August  Leader: Craig Beere 374-2392 
Bealey Spur to the Hut: Start above the baches at Bealey Spur and climb 
through beech forest. On the way to the charming old hut, at about 1240m, the 
ridge opens up in places to reveal immense views over the Waimakariri River 
and to the mountains beyond.  There could be snow in the open areas.  Bring 
warm clothing, and a walking pole and gaiters may be useful.  The hut is about a 
450m climb and the round trip is about 10km.  More adventurous trampers can 
go up Hut Spur a bit further above the bushline for a bit to admire the impressive 
horseshoe ridge around to Blind Spur from a safe distance. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 7 Aug 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-08-10 - Mt Oakden 

Sunday 10 August (could be early start - contact leader) Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
Mt Oakden: Mt Oakden (1633m) is an interesting almost stand-alone peak 
between the Wilberforce and lovely Lake Coleridge.  We'll start from the head of 
Coleridge and head up somewhere on the eastern side.  It's a sustained and 
fairly steep clamber for about 1000m up for most of the way but once there you 
get to look out over the foothills and the lake one side, and have a bird's eye 
view of the Wilberforce which demonstrates what a classic braided river looks 
like to the other.  There are a variety of options for the way up and down, 
making a great loop trip in the Canterbury foothills.  Expect snow and bring your 
ice axe (check with leader about crampons).  This trip could have an early start 
so make sure your name's on the list or you have contacted the leader. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 7 Aug 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 
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2008-08-16 - Peveril Peak 

Saturday 16 August  Leader: Adrian Sullivan 3100 607 
Peveril Peak: A voyage of exploration and discovery - Peveril Peak (1755m) 
sits on the true left of the Poulter, almost opposite the Binser Saddle track, and 
looks a really appealing place to go but even Dave Henson can't recall a trip 
there.  We'll need permission for some of the access but there are a few 
different options we can use.  Come along and join this trip to tame an 
unclimbed peak.  ("Peveril of the Peak", a hugely complicated and rambling 
novel of romance, religion and civil-war politics by Walter Scott (1771-1832), is 
not required reading!) 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 14 Aug 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-08-17 - Mt Richardson 

Sunday 17 August  Leader: Penny Coffey 332-7182(phone only before 8pm) 
Mt Richardson: Mount Richardson is a lovely 12km loop in the Canterbury 
foothills.  The track starts at the Glentui Bush picnic area and goes through 
some superb native beech forest - some steepish sections, about 700m height 
gain - to Mt Richardson itself (1047m) and a great panorama over the 
Canterbury plains.  Conditions allowing, our return route will be along the 
Blowhard track which gives us the opportunity to walk along the open tops 
(there could well be snow up here) before descending back into the bush again - 
there are some stands of rimu in places - and back to the cars. 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 14 Aug 
 Map: L34   
 Approx: $15 

 
2008-08-17 - The Little River Rail Trail 

Sunday 17 August  Leader: Ken Brown 359-2000 
The Little River Rail Trail: Canterbury's very own Rail Trail gets you almost all 
the way from Motukarara to Little River in car-free safety (there's a short 
distance of road at the end), and it does not need a super-duper mountain bike 
that costs more than your car either.  It's nice and flat and you have the beautiful 
backdrop of Lakes Ellesmere and Forsyth.  At Little River we'll certainly be 
indulging in the cafe - those biking back can have second helpings but we are 
hoping to be able to provide some petrol engine-powered options for the return 
route as well.  Road cyclists are welcome to join in. 

 Grade: Easy MTB 
 Closes: 14 Aug 
 Map: N36   
 Approx: $15 
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Trip Reports 
 

11 May 2008 

Mt Mueller 

At 6:30am we set off from Christchurch in the darkness. The drive passed quickly and we regrouped as a 
party of eight at the Mauria Springs Resort (Peter and Ruth had arrived the previous night). A cup of tea 
was enjoyed by one while a car shuffle was organised and we departed at 9am. 

After a wander we located the nondescript track beginning and commenced a steep and sweaty climb to a 
tarn at about 1200metres. As we proceed through sub alpine scub, several deer were sighted on a ridge. In 
overcast but not cold conditions we gained the ridge and a view of the Lewis Pass.  With good views to the 
tarn and distant road below, we marched along the ridge at around 1600metres. The conditions cleared 
further and we got views of rolling mountains with light brown coloured tops, and later the Mauria valley 
and Springs Junction. Driving snow appeared just as we were going over a relatively scrambley passage 
but disappeared and sun appeared. One would not have recognised the summit as there were several high 
points had it not been for a trig station before our descent. Navigation took some of us down a ridge a short 
distance before coming back up again, but the correct one was confirmed with a large post. People who 
had been in the area previously kept us on track with the assistance of technology. 

The height was quickly lost through a lightly marked bush track and we reached the Mauria River at 
4:30pm near one car and about 10kms from the Resort. After hot drinks all round and another superb effort 
by the drivers (completing a 392+km round trip), we were back at the Carlton by 8pm. Participants Clive 
Marsh (leader), Jenny Harlow, Peter Eman, Ruth Tramschek, Andrew Tromans, Ian Dunn, Cecilia Kirk, 
Stephen Hoare-Vance (scribe and tea drinker) 

    
 
 

 

1 June 2008 

Ben More 

The official start of winter and a very mixed weather forecast for Queen’s Birthday weekend.  Fortunately, 
Katy had done the Meteorology Course and was brave enough to take a chance on her second actual 
tramp with us – and the chance paid off well.  We headed confidently up the southern-most spur of the Ben 
More horseshoe, steeply at first but soon settling down into a good leg-stretch along the tops.  The wind 
came up with us and it did get a bit chilly at this point so we motored past Ben More itself (1656m) almost 
without stopping.  A little further on we were able to tuck in for lunch behind a bit of bluff for lunch before 
heading down into the saddle below the un-named pt 1660.  There had been some light snow on the tops 
and the slope up to 1660 was steep enough to cause a bit of slipping and sliding, but luckily nothing was 
frozen much more than my hands.   
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I was not the only one – we rustled out spare gloves and Bruce’s overmits for Geoff in the shelter of the 
little (locked) tin hut on 1660 and generally rugged up more warmly to face the headwind back along the 
other side of the horseshoe . . .  The wind of course immediately dropped, the sun came out, it was a 
beautiful day with the tussocks waving dutifully in the light breeze and Lake Coleridge looking magnificent 
in the distance.  Warm layers were quickly removed and we had lovely walk along the fenceline and back 
over 1327, Stephen leading the way.  Bryce had logged a cunning little scree-run on his GPS on his last 
visit, so we were able to pick that up and get down through the scrub with minimal bloodshed.  Another k or 
so across the flats and we were back at the cars about 4.30pm, just as the sun dropped behind Red Hill.  
Perfect timing and a great trip.  Thanks everyone.   

Trampers:  Bryce Williamson, Stephen Hoare-Vance, Katy Frame, Bruce Hinkley, Geoff Titmuss, Jenny 
Harlow (scribe). 

    
 
 

 
 
 

31 May - 2nd June 2008 

Jollie Brook 

What do sunglasses, the butter mountain and packets of soup have in common? Read on - they were all 
part of the Queens Birthday week-end trip to Jollie Brook hut.  

Our party of 10 ventured out from the 2nd swing-bridge over the Hurunui, and breezed across river flats 
into a persistent Norwester, stopping for lunch in the sheltered clearing at Gabriel’s Hut, the shack-with-
deck-chairs. Already the two Jafas in the party had learnt the dangers of racing ahead with the “two old-
hands” as they were led through bogs, up terraces and through minefields of matagouri, to join the back of 
the queue an hour later. 

After a quick diversion to a wind-swept Lake Sumner, we mounted Gabriel’s saddle and arrived at Jollie 
Brook hut, less than 5 hours after setting off. The advance party had just managed to secure the 7-bunk 
hut from a party of three hunters. We lent them a tent as compensation (yes, you guessed it, Susan led 
that negotiation) with Ken pitching in to help put it up.  

The communal meal began with all enjoying hors d’ouvres (except some who had hastily exited the hut 
having misunderstood Richard’s offer of “Can I cut the cheese?”). The standard of the cheese just blue us 
all away, especially the more mature members of the party.  

At some point a man with a moustache appeared at my shoulder and very politely offered me a packet of 
soup. 

After dusk we were served a huge first course consisting of couscous (“‘cause what?” says Doug) and 
other tasty, meaty stuff, washed down with some fine Black Wattle Cab Sav aka Raspberry juice.Lisa then 
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produced what can only be described as a vat of cheesecake, garnished with passsionfuit and Cadbury 
flake, which topped the main meal off quite nicely.  Just to cheese everyone off, there were no leftovers. 

Coffee followed. Surprisingly, Ken continued to work the room even offering to add hot water and to stir the 
soup if they so preferred. 

After that, some sat down to conquer the mysteries of a cryptic crossword, while Ken muttered something 
about “off to see how the hunters were getting on with the tent” and disappeared into the cold darkness, 
packets of soup neatly tucked under one arm. 

Sunday morning we awoke to the reverberating crescendo of size twelve’s thumping around the hut with 
the subtlety of an Ali Williams tackle. 

A couple of hours later we donned day-packs and set off up the ridge behind the hut. Five of the party 
eventually scrambled to the top, walking past several groups of sad looking impotent brass monkeys on the 
way. We briefly enjoyed the views before continuing down the ridge, led by Richard who made it a crusade 
to discover scree slopes, down which he lobbed himself like a young buck on the scent of a herd of a 
thousand does. 

That afternoon Trevor nearly earned the Lulu award. The poor man had realised that he had left his 
sunglasses at Gabriel’s Hut the previous day. The humiliation of being seen in public for a whole evening 
without sunglasses on was too much for the Jafa, so having returned to the hut with two whole hours of 
daylight left, he jogged off on the 8km (alright Trevor, the half-marathon) round trip to find  them.He lost the 
gong later that night by producing a massive sticky toffee pudding, which was devoured, with bowls 
scraped clean quicker than a petrol-price-hike. (On our return to civilisation we were not surprised to learn 
of a huge payout to dairy farmers, knowing we had played our part in consuming the entire butter mountain 
in one tramp). 

The next day we set off in occasional light showers to complete the 4-hour trip back to the 1st swing bridge 
on the Hurunui, making 34 crossings of the stream along the way (according to Malcolm).  

Trampers: Jafa Eric (scribe), Jafa Trevor, Susan, Malcolm, Doug, Ken, Margaret, Craig, Richard, Lisa. 
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7 June 2008 

Mt Isobel 

The trip that was supposed to have been Mt Percival . . .  There was enough snow around Christchurch to 
make us a bit doubtful about whether we’d get close enough to Percival to make the original trip a viable 
proposition, and there was a lot more up at Hanmer.  However Doug determinedly set his car at the Jack’s 
Pass road and things went pretty well for a bit.  Discretion seemed the better part of valour by the time we 
reached the Pawsons Road gateway, and we parked and walked from there.  It was a lovely day and there 
was still some latent enthusiasm to try Percival but it would have meant at least a couple more hours on 
the road each way so we settled for Isobel.   

The snow was soft but not too deep and for the first hour or so we were making reasonable time and 
enjoying the sunshine.  Then the wind came up, strong and cold, blowing spindrift everywhere and almost 
taking Penny with it.  It certainly made it all a bit more challenging.  We shot over the top of Isobel itself and 
hurried down, looking for somewhere for lunch.  The spot we eventually found, part way down to Jollies 
Pass, could have been worse but did not encourage a leisurely stop and soon we were heading down the 
Jollies Pass Road back towards Hanmer.  That was entirely unploughed and the only vehicle we saw was 
a snowmobile.   

Doug had hopes of being able to cross-country on the forestry roads but things had changed since the map 
was done . . .  there were a couple of abortive exploratory missions before we picked up Joliffe Road and 
then Pawsons again.  Back at the car before dark though and a very good day out – thanks Doug and Clive 
for the navigation.   

Trampers:  Doug, Clive, Penny, Gary, Jenny (Scribe) 
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15th June 2008 

Expedition to Find the Missing Link Track 

I had looked at the map of the Canterbury foothills and thought "Wouldn't it be good to somehow join up the 
tracks around Mt Richardson with those around Mt Thomas, enabling a traverse of the two on a nice 
summers day".  So on an exceptionally warm and sunny June day we set off on our mission to research a 
way to join the Eastern Blowhard track in the Mt Richardson area with the track that runs along the ridge 
from Mt Thomas to Bob’s Biv.   Trampers were told that the trip would be long and arduous and to bring 
good torches because we were likely to be caught out by nightfall on our way back. 

Nine fine trampers were already on the list, when Flo and Stu and Peter Crowe signed up at the 11th hour.  
This gave me misgivings, these fit trampers would set a pace we would have difficulty matching.  So a 
cunning plan was needed to handicap them. 

The first part of the plan was to mislead them over where the tramp was started – we let them assume that 
it was from the Glentui picnic area. This worked well as they shot off to the Glentui picnic area with no 
regard for the loss of the two following vehicles.  In fact, we drove on by to the Boys Brigade Lodge – 
where the other end of the Blowhard track starts.    Unfortunately I could not prevent Case from traveling 
with the A team, but I knew he’d cope, being an exceptionally fit 'prospective' member. 

We were able to do our car shuffle before the A team worked out what was going on and we were off 
climbing our track feeling that things were going well in operation ‘Hold up the A team’.  The second part of 
the plan was to make sure they never knew exactly where we were going.   Since the next part of the tramp 
was a bush bash from the Blowhard track down to the Garry river, it was hoped they would get stuck in 
thick bush, holding them up from catching us.  Since we had 3 GPS's and they had none, this seemed 
bombproof.  We were well aware that should they get as far as the ridge the other side of the Garry river, it 
was inevitable that the A team –ace hill climbers- would catch up with us. 

Well as you know “The best laid plans of mice and men”……. 

The A team’s resourcefulness ultimately led them to where one of the cars were parked (Mt Thomas ridge 
track end) and the actions of the traitorous passenger in that car meant they were able to get their hands 
on a map of where we planned to go.  This meant they were racing up the hill after us only about 20 
minutes after we had left.The route we decided to take down to the Garry river proved to be more difficult 
than the tentative one that had been planned and drawn on the map.  It was ironic that the A team 
following the tentative route, found much of it had a ground trail making it faster travel that our actual route. 

So it was with considerable surprise that only a short way up the ridge to join Bobs Biv track we heard 
voices below us.  Clearly it had to be the A team but how could they have caught up so quickly?  We found 
out that my passenger had left his door unlocked and I had not checked the door before leaving Mt 
Thomas carpark.  With the trip list in the car was a map of our intended route which the A team had seized 
on with glee. 

They punished us all by setting a pace up the rest of the ridge that had us at the Bob’s biv track three 
quarters of an hour ahead of schedule and many of us gasping for breath. 

Worse humiliation was yet to be endured when those following the GPS track suddenly realized that they 
were following the right track – the wrong way!  So far from heading for Mt Thomas, we were only a few 
hundred metres from Bob’s Biv itself. 

We were back at the cars by 16:15 – an hour of daylight still to go, having had some great fun at the 
expense of both the A team trampers and the GPS team AND having found a do-able link route between 
Mt Richardson and Mt Thomas. 

Go the A team:  Peter Crowe, Stu Smith, Flo Roberts, Case. The GPS team: Doug Forster, Sue Hely, 
Susan Pearson (scribe), Ron Keeble, Kerrie Maynard, Scott Fowler, Bruce Cameron, Greg Hill. 

 
 

 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz)  
by Sunday, 27 July 2008 – Thanks. 

 


