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THE CHRISTCHURCH 
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Published by CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB INC. 
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 We are affiliated to the Federated Mountain Clubs of NZ Inc. 

Opinions expressed or events described in this newsletter might not actually represent Club policy - if they 
do it's probably pure coincidence. 
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President Richard Wills 389-8671 Club Captain Adrian Busby 325-5001 
Vice President Warwick Dowling 981-2045 Trip Organiser(day) Jenny Harlow 349-2280 
Secretary Jenny Harlow 349-2280              (weekend) Andrew Turton 332-8275 
Treasurer Malcolm Carr 960-5281 Hut Convener Dave Watson 981-7929 
Editor Richard Lobb 351-2344 Gear Custodian Jim Western 376-5191 
Social Convener Alan Ross 384-6425 New Members Susan Pearson 337-4914 
      
The CHRISTCHURCH TRAMPING CLUB has members of all ages, and runs tramping trips every 
weekend, ranging from easy (minimal experience required) to hard (high fitness and experience required).  
We also organise instructional courses and hold weekly social meetings.  Membership rates per year are 
$35 member, $55 couple, $18 junior or associate. 

Equipment Hire: The Club has a range of equipment for 
hire. The Gear Custodian is Jim Western 376-5191. Note: 
Club gear assigned to you is your responsibility; please 
take care of it. Please make sure you put tents inside your 
pack. Tents attached to the outside of your pack can be 
easily punctured when bush bashing or even lost. This 
may result in serious damage to your bank account! 
Please air and dry tents after taking them on a trip even if 
they are not used, and report any damage to the gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:   
Tent $3/person/night 
Ice axes, Crampons $4/weekend 
Harnesses, Snow shovel $4/weekend 
Large/small weekend packs $2/weekend 
Helmets $2/day 
Mountain radio $30/weekend 

or $40/week  

 
Our Club Hut: In the Arthur's Pass Township has the comforts of home but with the mountains at the back 
door. - Even better now with real showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!).  A great place for a 
few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase.  Please book before leaving town to ensure there is 
a bunk available.  For keys and bookings, phone Dave Watson 981-7929; or if he's away, Rex Vink 352-
5329; or if they're both away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006.  Hut fees are $8 member, $8 member's partner, 
$15 non-member, $4 kids under 12.  If you find any problems or maintenance required, please tell Dave. 
Social Scene: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling Lounge), 
Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A variety of social functions are 
organised, the atmosphere informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If you can give a presentation or have 
ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384-6425 or email alan.d.ross@orica.com .  Please note that formalities 
start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp. 
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, day trips depart at 8:00 am and weekend trips depart at 7:00 pm on 
Fridays, from Shell Carlton Corner Service Station at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite 
Derby Street).  If you aren't taking your car on the trip, park on one of the nearby side streets, otherwise it 
may be wheel clamped or towed.  If you are taking your car please refuel at Shell Carlton, as they are kind 
enough to hold our trip lists.  Every trip gives an indication of transport costs per person.  Please bring it in 
cash to help the leader divvy up at the end.  If you have comments or suggestions for trips, please contact 
the appropriate trip organiser (listed at top of the page).  New or prospective members intending to go on 
any trip must sign up at club night or contact the trip leader in advance. 
Leaders: Please ask for the trip list box (disguised as a shiny red 'Stanley' toolbox) and post the trip list 
into the locked box.  If anyone turns up after this, the service station has a key to open the box.  Spare key 
holders are listed on the box. 
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Notices 
 
Email: The club operates a moderated email list, whose address is members@ctc.org.nz .  This list is used 
to send out the newsletter, occasional tramping related messages and other invites, and from time to time 
a complete list of the email addresses of CTC members.  Messages intended for the list, and requests to 
join or leave the list should be sent to the above email address.  Note that the moderator will check as to 
the appropriateness of all messages. 
CTC Stickers: The club has Christchurch Tramping Club stickers for members to stick in hut books when 
they visit.  Please contact the secretary at secretary@ctc.org.nz . 
Photos: We now have photos on the web page to accompany trip reports. Please email photos to 
webmaster@ctc.org.nz . 
Membership Database: If you know of any updates, errors or omissions, email Susan Pearson 
susan@toniq.co.nz or phone 337-4914. 
Access Database: If you know of any new information that concerns obtaining access to the properties we 
tramp on (e.g. change of owner or phone number), please call Ian Dunn 343-2155 or email 
ian.dunn@paradise.net.nz . 
Club Hut: When using the Club Hut, please be careful when changing the taps when arriving and leaving.  
The consequences of cocking this up (pun intended) could be severe, so please read the instructions 
carefully. 
Committee: The Committee meets from 7.30 pm on the second Monday of every month except January.  
The venue changes between committee members' homes.  Club members may attend meetings to discuss 
matters.  Contact the Secretary (secretary@ctc.org.nz or 349-2280). 
New Members: Please welcome the following new member: David Hughes. 
New Committee: A new committee was elected in April.  The positions that were changed were Secretary, 
(Jenny Harlow has graciously agreed to take this role for at least the short term), Gear Custodian (Ken 
Brown will take over shortly), Vice Presidents (Warwick Dowling and Susan Pearson), Club Captain (Adrian 
Busby) and Editor (now Richard Lobb,  Alastair Brown can't continue as he's done it for the last 4 years). 

Classifieds 
 
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge. 
Hatches / Matches / Dispatches: Members Kerrie Skinner and Scott Fowler were married in April. 
Hatches / Matches / Dispatches: Members Philip Hulme and Helen Williams  were married in April. 

External Events of interest 
 
PTC Barn Dance: For $25 you get drinks, a great supper, spot prizes and best of all, called dances.  This 
really is a fun night out and CTC usually have about 20 people going.  No previous barn dancing 
experience required.  Alan Ross has a limited number of tickets so bring your $25 to club or phone him on 
384-6425 before 16 June. 

Calendar of Trips and Social Events 
2008-05-01 - Newsletter Night 

Thursday 1 May  Club Night 
Newsletter Night: Newsletter folding and TRAMPWISE 
 
2008-05-03 - Mingha and Mingha B iv 

Saturday 3 May  Leader: Craig Beere 374-2392 
Mingha and Mingha Biv: Come along to have a look at part of the route used 
by the Coast to Coast race.  They run up the Deception and down the Mingha 
but for this easy day trip we'll explore part of the Mingha side.  It's a wet-feet trip, 
starting by crossing the Bealey.  Travel is initially mostly on the river-side gravel 
flats up the Mingha, and then the track takes us more into the bush as the valley 
narrrows.  There is a short climb of a couple of hundred metres over Dudley 
Knob and then back down to the river and on to the tiny Mingha Biv (about 9km 
in total).  Depending on the group, some or all can go on further from there, out 
of the bush into upper Mingha valley with Kennedy Falls coming down from Mt 
Oates to the east and Temple and Blimit, the peaks which overlook the Temple 
Basin ski field, to the west.  Return via the same route. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closed: 1 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 
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2008-05-03 - Mt Oakden 

Saturday 3 May (early start, contact leader) Leader: Gareth Gilbert 389-1737 
Mt Oakden: (1633m) is an interesting almost stand-alone peak between the 
Wilberforce and lovely Lake Coleridge.  It's a sustained and fairly steep clamber 
for about 1000m up for most of the way but once there you get to look out over 
the foothills and the lake one side, have a bird's eye view of the Wilberforce 
which demonstrates what a classic braided river looks like to the other.  There 
are a variety of options for the way up and down, making a great loop trip in the 
Canterbury foothills.  There could be an early start - make sure you contact the 
leader. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closed: 1 May 
 Map: K34   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-05-03 - Waimakariri Col 

Weekend 3-4 May  Leader: TBA (332-8275) 
Waimakariri Col: A visit to one of the the best parts of Arthur's Pass National 
Park. This trip starts with the gravel bash up the Waimak but by day's end you 
are high above the bush line at the Waimak Falls hut which must be one of the 
best sites in the park. From there it's not too far to the col although there is 
usually snow all year round so ice axe and crampons should be carried. It's 
quite a long way down the Rolleston river to the railway tunnel entrance and 
finally the road. This is one of the best trans alpine crossings in Canterbury, it is 
graded moderate/hard only because there is a long day on Sunday and the little 
patch of permanent snow on the col itself. A good trip to step up for those keen 
trampers. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closed: 24 Apr 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

 
2008-05-04 - Philistine to Rolleston traverse 

Sunday 4 May (early start - contact leader) Leader: Clive Marsh 325-6253 
Philistine to Rolleston traverse: The Arthur's Pass biggie - a late attempt on 
the High Peak of Rolleston (2275m) before the snow comes.  The intention is to 
do the traverse from Philistine (1967m) which makes a long day.  The rock is 
pretty loose and the gendarmes along the ridge are negotiated on narrow 
ledges, and there is more exposure on the final section up onto Rolleston.  
Some people love this stuff!  Please note that this is a grade 2 route and the trip 
is for those with suitable abilities and experience. 

 Grade: Hard 
 Closed: 1 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-05-08 - Tramping in Korea 

Thursday 8 May  Club Night 
Tramping in Korea: Jenny and Clive will take us tramping in Korea!  Does this sound unlikely? Well it's 
actually stunning so come along and see the evidence. 
 
2008-05-10 - Woolshed H i l l 

Saturday 10 May  Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 
Woolshed Hill: (1429m) stands above the Hawdon, off the Mt White Road.  
Why Woolshed?  Good question with no obvious answer.  There will be about 
820m of ascent, mostly through beech, following a good track up the crest of a 
ridge and then the tussocky top.  The first 300m or so up is reasonably steep.  
Views from the top down into the Waimakariri/Hawdon confluence and the upper 
Sudden Valley (bring your maps and count off the names of  polar explorers as 
you identify the bumps on the Polar Range) and, on the other side, the Andrews. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 8 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-05-10 - Mountain Biking - Ashburton Lakes 

Weekend 10-11 May  Leader: Steve Brasch 384-7166 
Mountain Biking - Ashburton Lakes: Steve is planning a mountain bike 
weekend checking out the rides in the Lake Clearwater/Ashburton lakes area. 
This trip may also be open to independent trampers as a base camp trip. Please 
check with the leader on this. Accommodation is not finalized yet so also check 
with Steve on this. 

 Grade: MTB 
 Closed: 1 May 
 Map: J35 J36  
 Approx: $40 
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2008-05-11 - Mt Mueller 

Sunday 11 May (early start - contact leader) Leader: Clive Marsh 325-6253 
Mt Mueller: A late-in-the-year autumn trip to Lewis Pass to get up Mt Mueller 
(1860m) before the snow comes.  The track up through the bush starts just past 
the Maruia Springs resort and yes, you do have to cross the Maruia to get to it.  
We'll follow the steep track up to a pretty little alpine tarn (Mueller Tarn, 1258m) 
at the bushline and then up again to gain the crest of the main ridge.  From 
there it's a more gentle ascent working our way west up to Mueller itself - one of 
the classic Lewis Pass tops.  Total height gain is over 1300m and it's a 
reasonable drive up to Lewis so we'll need an early start. 

 Grade: ModHard 
 Closes: 8 May 
 Map: M31   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-05-15 - Ivory Lake 

Thursday 15 May  Club Night 
Ivory Lake: Doug and Sue will show you their trip to Ivory Lake via the Tuke River, and climb of Park 
Dome.  Also a shorter Mt Durwood-Smythe Range-Waitaha circuit in snow.  And Sue's sewn more of her 
$10 fleece hats to bring along. 
 
2008-05-17 - Rabbi t H il l  via Tr ig M 

Saturday 17 May  Leader: Joy Schroeder 351-4655 
Rabbit Hill via Trig M: Rabbit Hill (1198m) is a nice easy-moderate bump in the 
Porters Pass area.  We’ll be going up from the road in the Porters Pass area, 
passing over the enigmatically named Trig M (1251m), and trotting along the 
tops to Rabbit Hill itself.  It can be windy around this area so bring your wind-
proof layers.  Return options include a car shuffle and descending to the Lake 
Lyndon road.  Approx 600m height gain overall and about 10 km (partly tracked, 
part tussock hillside). 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 15 May 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-05-17 - Otehake Hot Pools 

Weekend 17-18 May  Leader: Gareth Gilbert 389-1737(and Lisa Glading) 
Otehake Hot Pools: Always one of the clubs best social tramping trip of the 
year, the Otehake hot pools is a must do trip for all members. The trip into the 
pools is not long but can be a bit rough in the short Otehake gorge and you will 
get wet wading the river. This is why it is graded Moderate / easy.  The hot pools 
await however, and what could be better than soaking in the large pools under 
the stars, sharing stories and a laugh with the rest of your party. Often fancy 
food and booze (if approved by the committee which it usally is for this special 
occasion) is carried in so there can be a real party atmosphere. There is a great 
camp site on the island right beside the pools, so it's not far from the pools to 
bed. So come and join Gareth and Lisa on what is sure to be a great weekend. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 8 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

 
2008-05-18 - Mt Harper 

Sunday 18 May  Leader: Warwick Dowling 981-2045 
Mt Harper: is down in South Canterbury, in the Rangitata area.  We'll go in via 
the Lake Clearwater road, walking past the tranquil Lake Emma and then work 
our way up the moderately steep side of Mt Harper, 1829m.   In total it's a bit 
over 1100m of ascent and a reasonably long-moderate day.  Return options 
include a lovely route down through the tussocks to Balmacaan Saddle (1150m 
- and what or who is a balmacaan?  a loose, full overcoat with raglan sleeves, 
originally made of rough woolen cloth, apparently) and then down Balmacaan 
stream to pick up a rough track and back out. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 15 May 
 Map: J36   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-05-22 - Tibet 

Thursday 22 May  Club Night 
Tibet: 2005 was Margaret Clark's (Tibet at last) year, where for 3 months she followed her fancy with treks 
in from the far west and far east.  This included Monastery visits, camping at lakes and enough time in 
Lhasa between trips to form some interesting opinions on what is happening to this traditional Buddhist 
city.  Margaret is the most well travelled (to third world countries) person Alan Ross knows.  This will be 
very interesting for sure. 
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2008-05-24 - Peak H il l 

Saturday 24 May  Leader: Kerrie Skinner 386-2850 
Peak Hill: Take a drive out to tranquil Lake Coleridge and climb the Peak Hill 
(1240m) - Pat Barrett rates it 'unequivocally outstanding' as a viewpoint and a 
'special place for mood and light' and he has surely seen a few of the best!  
There is good access via a well graded track up to a small saddle from where 
you can see into both the Rakaia and out over Coleridge.  From the saddle we'll 
continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit at 1240m - to give about 
600m height gain altogether.  A lovely early winter/late autumn trip. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 22 May 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-05-25 - Meteorology 

Sunday 25 May  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Meteorology: Come along and learn about NZ's distinctive weather patterns - 
why it rains, hails, snows and shines when it does.  Find out how to interpret 
cloud patterns in the sky, access weather information on the Internet, read 
weather maps and make predictions.  Weather is one of the dominant factors in 
NZ tramping.  Avoid the worst of it, broaden your horizons and make your 
tramping drier, warmer and safer. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 22 May 
 Map:    
 Approx: $10 - $20 

 
2008-05-29 - Newsletter Night 

Thursday 29 May  Club Night 
Newsletter Night: Newsletter folding night plus what should I carry in my day pack on a Winter day trip? 
New or prospective members - this is targeted to you so please do come along and you may be suprised 
with what you have not been carrying! 
 
2008-05-31 - N ikau Palm Gully 

Saturday 31 May  Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
Nikau Palm Gully: We tried to do Nikau Palm Gully earlier in the year but it was 
rained off, so here's another chance to go to this little gem in the Akaroa Heads 
scenic zone with big cliffs, seabirds, palm trees and more.  The gully is 
acclaimed as one of the best forest remnants in the province, with an amazing 
collection of huge nikau palms.  Approximately 10km walking with some gently 
rolling hills, this is one of the few peninsula tramps that gets you out close to the 
steep headlands and bays with a good safe track all the way. 

 Grade: Easy 
 Closes: 29 May 
 Map: N37   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-05-31 - Dazzler Pinnacles Ohau 

Long Weekend 31 May-2 June  Leader: Bernard Parawa 981-4931 
Dazzler Pinnacles Ohau: The Dazzler Pinnacles are spectacular looking spikes 
set on the side of the Neuman Range between the Hopkins and Dobson valleys 
at Ohau.  The one to climb looks steep but is a very straight forward scramble 
and provides one of the best view points in this area. Main divide peaks such as 
Mt Ward, McKerrow, the Black Tower and through to the Solution range above 
the Landsbrough as well as the Hopkins valley Elcho col and much more.  The 
walk up the valley is not too long and there are lots of valley huts as well as a 
high level biv.  All in all, a trip that is really recommended. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 22 May 
 Map: H37 H38  
 Approx: $50 

 
2008-06-01 - Ben More 

Sunday 1 June  Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
Ben More: Here's one for tussock fans - Ben More is found in the southern 
section of the Korowai/Torlesse Tussocklands Park conservation area - New 
Zealand's first tussock grasslands conservation park.  There is a nice circuit 
from the Lake Lyndon road, across the Acheron, and up onto a horseshoe of 
undulating tops (1327, 1660, 1665, . . .) with Ben More (1655m) at its high point.   
There is about 1000m of climbing altogether, and about 17km of tramping 
through the beautiful golden tussock landscape. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 29 May 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-06-05 - Vietnam 

Thursday 5 June  Club Night 
Vietnam: Let's go to Vietnam with your guide Alan Ross.  More info next newsletter. 
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2008-06-07 - Mt  Perc ival  

Saturday 7 June (note early start - 7am at the Shell) Leader: Doug Forster 337-5453 
Mt Percival: is an straightforward moderate bump (1629m) on the range on the 
opposite side of Jollies Pass from Mt Isobel (Hanmer area).  We will start from 
Tophouse Road in the Clarence and wander up the leading ridge. Depending on 
the weather and snow conditions there are a couple of options to round the trip 
off, either down an interesting little tributary of Pass Stream or along the ridge 
crest on the south-west side of the tributary. Meet at the usual place at 7am.  If 
the weather is poor on Saturday this trip may go on Sunday instead:  make sure 
you're name's on the list or you have contacted the leader. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 5 Jun 
 Map: N32   
 Approx: $25 

 
2008-06-07 - Redcliffe Hill 

Saturday 7 June  Leader: Erik Norder 980-8022 
Redcliffe Hill: (This trip was postponed earlier in the year.)  Redcliffe Hill 
(940m) overlooks the mighty Rakaia river and is easily accessed using a 4WD 
track from the farm with a climb of  540m.  It's all easy-tramper territory but note 
that there is a total of about 20km walking.  In 1971 a team from Canterbury 
Museum found bits of moa eggshell in a rockshelter up there.  Suspicions that it 
was the remains of some tramper's hard-boiled lunch were quashed when it was 
carbon-dated to the 18th century - or were there CTC-ers out in the hills even 
then? 

 Grade: EasyMod 
 Closes: 5 Jun 
 Map: K35   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-06-07 - Griffin Creek 

Weekend 7-8 June  Leader: Andrew Tromans 379-2686 
Griffin Creek: Griffin creek is a hidden gem of a valley just past the Taipo on 
the West Coast. The upper creek near the hut has bule ducks in it, the hut is 
wonderfully located with a great view and even has  a bath!.  Ther are 2 tracks 
in a overgrown track up Rocky Creek or one straight up to the shoulder of the 
ridge below Mt Griffin then straight down into the hidden upper valley of Griffin 
creek. Check with Andrew on details of the route. 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 29 May 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $40 

 
2008-06-15 - Expedition to find The Missing Link track 

Sunday 15 June (could be early start - check with leader) Leader: Susan Pearson 337-4914 
Expedition to find The Missing Link track: Can we link up Mt Richardson and 
Mt Thomas?  Join the exploration party and find out.  We'll start at Birch Hill 
Lodge and climb up to the Blowhard ridge track towards Mt Richardson, but 
leave it to drop down into Garry Stream.  From the stream we climb up to the 
north western ridgeline of Mt Thomas and then descend by the Wooded Gully 
track and (small car shuffle) regain the vehicles.  "Bush bashing guaranteed, 
failure possible."  Remember to bring your torch!  Please note that there could 
be an early start so make sure you've signed up! 

 Grade: Moderate 
 Closes: 12 Jun 
 Map: M34   
 Approx: $15 

 
2008-06-15 - Mt Alford 

Sunday 15 June  Leader: David Henson 942-3954 
Mt Alford: (1171m), in the Mt Hutt area, is a trip we have not done for a bit so 
take advantage of simplified access thanks to the tenure review process and 
have a look.  At the base is the Alford Scenic Reserve - small but includes some 
good stands of beech.  There's a 4wd track up part of the way to about 900m 
and then a route through the sub-alpine vegetation to the summit. 

 Grade: Easy/Mod 
 Closes: 12 Jun 
 Map: K36   
 Approx: $20 

 
2008-06-21 - Basic Snowcraft Course 

Saturday 21 June  Leader: Richard Wills 389-8671 
Basic Snowcraft Course: Ever wondered what ice axes are used for? Come 
along and discover they have a dozen or more uses - from support on steep 
slopes to self-belay, digging snow shelters and step cutting. Learn self arrest - 
the fundamental and essential alpine safety technique for steep snow and even 
snowgrass slopes. And how to use crampons to get a grip on the terrain. We will 
even find some time to make a small snow cave or an igloo. These skills are 
essential for safety if you are going tramping up in the snow. Stay at the 
comfortable club hut. 

 Grade: Training 
 Closes: 19 Jun 
 Map: K33   
 Approx: $50 
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Trip Reports 
 

Saturday 5 April 2008 

Wilding Pines Control Day Two 
Firstly, a special thanks to all 15 people who took part on Wilding Pines Control Day2 on Sat 5 April 2008 
under the CTC banner. This is good news for the environment as it maximised the work done based on the 
planned number of people attending, it meant that we kept our word to ECAN to provide 15 people, and 
our club will be better off for the donation that will be received based on the number of people working. 

I really appreciate those 11 people who responded to my desperate call for a further 11 names to be added 
to the trip list on club night 1 1/2 days before Control Day2 and to my email to the club next morning. We 
received our final volunteer, number 15, @ 8:30pm on Friday night. Whew! 

And thanks to another 11 people who took part on Control Day1, Sat 29 March, under the CTC banner. We 
ended up providing 1 less than our quota of 12 volunteers as one volunteer called me to cancel so late that 
it was too late to call up another volunteer who was wait-listed to go. Lesson? - if you're going to cancel on 
a work party, then try to give adequate notice - say 24 to 12 hours minimum - to allow time for wait-listed or 
other possible volunteers to be contacted by the trip leader. 

The weather on Control Day2 was just as predicted (ignoring TV1 & TV3) - light drizzle clearing to 
sunshine. On Control Day1 we had no rain at all and warm working conditions. Lesson? - don't judge the 
weather in the mountains and high country by the TV stations.  

Both Control days were well run & planned by ECAN. Effective work was done at the sites. Delays seemed 
less. Volunteers worked hard enough to be quite tired by the end of the nominal 4-5 hours of work time per 
day. I am sure that some will have felt strains in hands and backs afterwards, judging by comments I 
heard. We returned to CHCH by 6pm. 

Contractors have taken out about half the wilding pine seed sources on Helicopter Hill, with further 
eradication to come. The new Waimakariri Alliance (full name  Waimakariri Ecological Landscape 
Restoration Alliance), formed to control Wilding Pines and save native plants and grasshoppers in the area, 
is lifting the control game to new heights in the area and we can look forward to success provided sufficient 
funding is raised. 

So, a big thanks once again to the volunteers. And please, don't leave it so late to put your names on the 
trip list. 

 
 

 

19 April 2008 

Ascent of Godley Peak 
Eight of us left early in rain for the long drive up the Rakaia.  An early snow-dump plastered Mt Hutt and 
made us drive through snow on the road near Hororata, but we moved into blue skies.  Godley Peak was 
almost free of fresh white stuff. 

We parked at the newly signposted carpark before reaching the Double Hill homestead, and headed up the 
most direct spur (with permission), with a team that all kept to a goodly pace.  We sheltered out of a cold 
southerly for lunch near Mother Millers Spring.  Doug was keen to pin-point the spring for map correction 
but we found obvious ponding formation that was totally dry.  Surprisingly the summit ridge was free of 
wind, so we enjoyed the views at leisure from the summit at 2087m. 

On our descent we traversed out to the longer Homestead Hill ridge for which there is now public access, 
encountering new gates and marker poles.  We walked 14.5 km and took 7.5 hours.  The team was:  Stu, 
Flo and Andrea, David Sutton, Stephen Hoare-Vance, Merv Meredith, Doug and Sue (scribe). 
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8-14 December 2007 

Lake Tennyson to St Arnaud 
  

  

At the last hour, or so it seemed, John Henson had to withdraw from the tramp with a bicycle related back 

injury. He handed over the leader role to Susan Pearson who ably completed trip preparation coordination 

and logistics. It is no surprise, then, to say that we got away smoothly, early on Saturday morning, for the 

drive to Hanmer Springs.  

Day1 

On the way to Culverden, in the glorious sunshine, we experimented with various audio CDs. But the CD 

player had a will of its own, and tended to refuse to relinquish the CD in its grasp, until we “showed it the 

pliers” and, voila!, compliance was immediate and continuous as it realised that resistance was futile. 

Warwick switched to head-banging mode as The Jimi Hendrix Experience moved us to their  special 

rhythms and sounds. Every time “Hey Joe” came on, Susan deftly increased the volume control, and we 
reflected on the sadness inherent in the song as Joe “gave her the gun”. 

At Hanmer Springs, we took coffee and cake with Barbara & John Henson at a cafe. In convoy, we moved 

to Lake Tennyson. We weighed our packs and noted the disparity between Warwick with 23kg and Andrew 

with 17kg. Kerrie had 21kg, and Susan had 19kg.  The Hensons then kindly ferried our 4wd up to St Arnaud, 
as we started to TRAMP at ~11a.m. 

Reflections on the lake, heat, bright sunshine, faint breeze, streaks of snow on range tops, track weaving 

about lake edge, are some images of this memorable day. We have lunch in the shade of the last of the 
trees at lake shore. As we move on, we stick to the Clarence for water supply. 

Leaving the all-but-dried-up river bed, we begin a steep climb on the north side of a gut leading towards 

Paske Saddle. Warwick makes very slow going of this section, and complains of a peculiar flat feeling in his 

chest when he finally catches up to the waiting others above the gut.  Andrew kindly relieves Warwick of his 

tent fly and muesli. At about 50-100m from the saddle, Andrew ferries Warwick’s pack to the saddle. As 

Day Date Tramp Route Start End 

1 Sat 8 Dec Lake Tennyson 
(1100m) 

Paske Hut (1140m), via upper Clarence R. and Paske 
Saddle (1796m) 

2 Sun 9  Paske Hut  Begley Hut (1080m), via Paske & Begley  Creeks 

3 Mon 10 - (Bad weather) 

4 Tues 11 Begley Hut  Camp1 (~1280m) at head of Hamilton R., via saddle 
at 1672 

5 Wed 12 Camp1  Camp2 (1540m) at large tarn due east of The 

Camel, via St Arnaud Range tops 

6 Thurs 13 Camp2 (1540m) Camp3 (1660m) amongst 4 large tarns at head of 

Arnst R., via St Arnaud Range  

7 Fri 14 Camp3 Kerr Bay carpark (620m) of Lake Rotoiti, via the 

1100m long scree (due west of Rainbow ski field) 

from St Arnaud Range ridge top down to lake shore 
& via the Lakehead Track. 
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Warwick reaches the saddle, Susan bursts into a big smile - the group has reached the saddle by her 6pm 

target-time. Naturally, we discuss Warwick’s slow progress uphill and conclude that it was due to Warwick’s 

lack of sleep the previous night (less than 5 hours) and over-use of industrial strength coffee in the previous 

two days.   

There is still a little snow on the steep east side of the saddle, so we pick our way passed then scree slide 

down and traverse right to enter the open forest above Paske Creek and eventually make Paske Hut at 

7:30pm. The setting is beautiful - open space around the hut and snow clad mountains to the west, forest to 

the north and south, and dry mountains to the east. We are alone in the 6 bunk hut. Kerrie cooks up soup, 

main with fresh veges, and a splendid dessert of 2 intact brandy baskets per person with a giant fresh 
strawberry in each all smothered in caramel custard. Yuuummmmm! 

Day2  = 9 Dec 

We awake to sunshine and the prospect of an easy day of tramping. Begley Hut is only 4 ½ hours away with 

just a few hundred metres of height gain and loss. As we follow the track beside Paske Creek to the junction 

with the Rainbow, cloud increases and saves us from excessive perspiration. After a good sleep last night, 

Warwick’s vigour has returned and he pushes the pace over the hump in the track before the junction. 

At the junction of the three waterways, we contemplate the views . A fault scarp catches the eye. Water 

levels are low and fording the Begley is easy. Now we are in forested track all the way to the hut, as cloud 

cover becomes 100%. The comfy 8 bunk Begley Hut is reached at 1:20pm. The view north already shows 

clagged-in tops with rain.  We make ourselves comfortable, and Susan lights a fire to discourage sandflies, 
to save cooking fuel, and for general cheeriness.  

Andrew takes to his bunk. Susan & Kerrie teach Warwick the basics of cryptic crosswords as united we 

attempt Listener crossword after crossword. Kerrie teaches Susan and Andrew Sudoku. Andrew invents his 

own system of solving the Sudoku. Warwick perseveres & gets 1 or 2 words per crossword. To cheer himself 
up, and for occasional breaks, he forays in to more familiar Sudoku territory. 

Day3 = 10 Dec 

Tops clagged-in, drizzling outside. Hut day. Extensive toiling at crosswords and Sudoku. Andrew goes for 

walk up valley, but still shows signs of becoming stir crazy. In the afternoon, a Swiss father and his kiwi-born 

son arrive for the night. We learn about the son’s recent role in an international art gallery while he was 
based in Switzerland over the last few years. 

Day4 = 11 Dec 

Tops still in cloud, but we must make some progress or turn back. So we go forward over the saddle in 

drizzly, misty, windless conditions. Dropping down the far side, we arrive at forest edge camping area and 

take ½ an hour to select good camp sites. After all, its now only 1pm. More cryptic crosswords for 3 of us, 
and Susan has to be “shown the rubber” so that she can progress her Sudoku. 

Day5 = 12 Dec 

Oh dear! The long range weather reports failed to predict the (yet again) drizzly, misty, and windless 

conditions with clagged-in tops. Although we arise @ 6:40am, we wait for an hour or so for a dry spell to 
arrive before packing. Navigation on this day is clearly reliant on using the GPS.  

This day is a marvellous day - full of variation, challenge, and our first full day on the tops. We angle upwards 

into the murk, following a GPS track laid down previously by Doug Forster & Sue Hely. We are thankful for no 

wind (so that we don‘t get cold), as we are above the snow-line in cloud. Impossible to get visual bearings.  

By noon, we have dropped westward off the tops towards a tarn. While 3 of us set up the dome tent fly, 

Andrew embarks on a 15 minute return journey down-hill to the tarn for water for us all. For an hour we enjoy 

the bliss of warmth and shelter under the fly as we lunch. 

Packing up, we traverse to a comfortable camp site with water @ ~ 1600m of Doug & Sue’s @ N30 938157. 

This is just an afternoon tea stop for us, and we enjoy the view under the clouds and are encouraged by the 
sun’s occasional  ray. Warwick shucks his overtrou and dons his yesterday’s wet shorts with gasps. 

We pick up the ridge, then criss-cross it following the GPS track in the clag. The occasional zephyr warrants 

head protection. At about The Camel, Sue becomes disorientated and stressed as she dis-believes the GPS 

and moves us in directions that confuse her more. Andrew & Warwick get out their maps and compasses. 
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With the aid of a GPS location coordinate from Sue, they determine the correct direction and estimated 

distance to our next target.  It should be noted that we all became disorientated at one time or other in the 
clag - we had to trust the GPS. We now successfully find our Camp2, which we nickname “Frog Tarn”. 

As on the previous night, and nights to come, we get the tents up quickly, make dinner quickly, and get 

under cover quickly to escape the erratic drizzle. We sleep poorly this night - the seemingly soft ground is 

too hard and lumpy, the slope that just too steep so that sleeping bags slip to the end of the tent, and the 
frog chorus. It’s pretty though, in a misty rocky mountain tarny way. 

Day6 = 13 Dec 

We arise to patchy mist, which comes and goes during the day, and the day gives us the best views since 

Day3. We enjoy easier ridge travel now, and for the first time actually travel along the ridge for great 
lengths “doing a Warwick” - rather than criss-crossing the ridge.  

After our tarn lunch, we climb up to a low point on the ridge. Not so long later, we drop off westwards to 

the headwaters of the Arnst River way below - first via a scree slope, then through a steep minefield of 

Spaniard and tussock. Re-assembling at the river in sunshine and sweat for a cool drink and 
encouragement, we cross the stream and push uphill at a gentle pace to the Arnst Tarns, our Camp3.  

We enjoy the choice and spaciousness of the available camp sites. Tents are pitched  

and we almost finish dinner when rain arrives and the clag returns. It rains most of the night, and frogs yet 

again sing out trying to interrupt our tossing and turning.  I am told after the tramp that the frogs that we 
can hear are not native to NZ, and it is interesting that we encounter them above the current tree-line. 

Day7 = 14 Dec 

On our final day we get up at 6:30am and break camp at 8:15am.  The decision has already been made 

that, due to the persistent lack of views and general dampness, we get off the St Arnaud Range as soon as 

possible via the scree that starts below point 1696 on the west side of the Rainbow Skifield and extends all 
the way to the Lake edge just north of Lakehead Hut. 

On the way, we have lunch early at a small high tarn, regain the ridge, drop off under bluffs to the right on 

to a high contour overlooking the Rainbow Skifield and its large tarns. Sidling, we work our way around to 

point 1696 - a low point on the range crest.  There is a cairn there that appears to mark the scree descent 

line. While the crest has an easy rounded slope in the along direction, the drop off to the west to the scree 
requires attention - it is steep, bony, and “protected” from above and below by bluffs.  

We slowly zig-zag our way with great care to the start of the right line for scree descent, and yet again 

Andrew is racing off ahead scouting out the best line for us. To make it plain, we must start on the true left, 

as it were, of a little green island of bush which is itself well to the left of the main scree path. Once we start 

in the right place, we are OK -  although this top section is still very steep and somewhat bony making 
stopping nearly impossible in any sort of controlled manner which makes it a little spooky.  

It’s a long way down, and we pace ourselves (2 km horizontal and 1 km vertical). After a short while, we 

feel back in control as the scree becomes really good. The rolling mist mostly hides and occasionally 

reveals the immense size of the drop to our right as we descend - our path is on a seemingly fragile shelf 
above the main gut - as we hug the true left and keep close to the forest edge.  

After an hour, we are at the lake edge eating lunch. The sand flies encourage only a very short stop, then 

we are scampering along the Lakehead Track to the Kerr Bay carpark and shelter which we reach in 

another 2 hours. Here I must sing praises for the shelter - it has about 4 hot private showers, which you pay 

$2 for later at DOC, two toilet wings,  and a large covered staging/changing area.  A 6 ½ hour tramping 
day is all over, its ~ 3pm, we’re clean, and ready to hit the store for a few yummies! 

Our return route to Hanmer for dinner warrants a mention. We took the Wairau-Hamner Springs Hydro Road 

which commences about 3 km east of Tophouse. This route is stunning, definitely only for true high wheel 

base 4WDs, with rough dirt road, narrow bridges, fords, twin sets of power pylons, spectacular scenery, 

Wairau river, a toll, and is open to public vehicles from December to March. It shaves about an hour off the 

standard Murchison route to Hanmer. You drive through the Rainbow Station, Molesworth Station, and the 
St James Station.  All in all, a trip to remember and savour. 
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Thank you Susan for your energy and time put into the trip planning and navigating. And thank you too to 

Kerrie and Andrew - together we 4 did it, moving as a team, and having fun as best we could in the 
conditions. And fun we did have, especially in hind-sight. 

  

Trampers: Susan Pearson (leader, GPS & main navigator, cryptic crossword master, Sudoku apprentice), 

Kerrie Skinner (cryptic crossword & Sudoku teacher, cook extraordinaire), Warwick Dowling (cryptic 

crossword neophyte, backup map & compass navigator, scribe), Andrew Tromans (map & compass 

navigator, occasional hero). 

 
 
 

 
 

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor (editor@ctc.org.nz)  
by Sunday, 25 May 2008 – Thanks. 

 


